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Directly Personal.

The portrait whichl aippeairs on this first
paie of our twenty-fiftith y'rly vohime
vill comte as a surprise to somlle wlo-

along with ourselves-know liow persist -
entlv the original of it las refuîsed his
coisent to "appearing li publi" in this
fonm. iowever, the writer--whaile freely
ecnfessing to> not a little eibarrassnent
ais lo the effeet of its appearance, under
the circumstances, upon lis senior-aving
issilned tle respoiisibility, miust perforce
face all the consequences of lis action.

W huethlier or îlot mmodesty in a publie
mjain is recognized as a useful quality, or
otherwise, we will not stop to inquire, but,
to the' writer ait least, It lias always seeied
at remairkable thing tiat, while men more or
less eiinaent-or even "prominent"'-in the
wolu of bee-keeping Iiave been miad<e
famîiliar to all interested in the literatire
of the pursuit by their portraits, the one
'11aon1g the who0le Who (it is lot toio mchieli
to saîy) probably is better known and
iore universally esteened the wide world

over than any otier, lias gently, but firmîly,
witlleld lis consent to any publicity of
thais kind for himîîself.

The unique position leld by Mr. Cowan
as a bee-keeper is, no doubt, in a measure
due tir'st to lis being a frequent traveller
in foreign couintries, and second his power
ais a linguiist. Thus, to be present in the
tIeshi with Russian, Germain, French,
Italian, or we don't know how many otier
nationalities of be -keepers is one thinar.
but to be able to converse with then in their
own several tongues is quite another, and
gives rise to a feeling of brotherhood
altogetler- beyond a nere hand-shake.
This, together with an extensive corres-
pondence with bee-keepers and scientifie
inca wi o are interested in bees, dwelling
in nieadiiy every quarter of the globe, makes
Mr. Cowaîn's position, as we have said,
unique. It is also mainly lue to our
senior Editor's fondness for foreign travel,
aiii the fact of his being at the present
tiie soime six thousand miles fromt King
Willamaa street, that the writer, having
deteriniuied to ake upon hiuself the con-
sequences of his present step, is enabled
usd<o so with the coinforting assurance
thait the mnischief -if it comes to be
regardeil ais such-will be done without
the risk of al hurried " wire" to "stop press"
arwl "leaive out portrait." Besides, any
mllisgiviigs We nay have are soimewhat

mîîod<ified by the fit tiait tiese ines will
be lirst seen nid read by the subjeet of
then in f.ari-udistant Califorinia, mîost likely
antid summniter warnth inid brigltsuiinslhie;
anîid we trust that their. imuîpor't ýwill arouse
feelings more in consorlanee with th e
surroundffings thanl the testinless ully11
aissociat dwit h Loiilon fogs and the mriî
fosts <f a British winter.

It iasI been iiore thai once aked why
Mi. Coan's portrait didi nîot. take its pflace
amîîong those of bee - keepers whicl
appeaired ii this (his own) paper a yeair
or two ago ? 'WeIl, beyonîd what is stated
in the opening lnes of this article, we
have never beei able to say why. Being,
however, ailieaîdy possessed of a n excel-
lent portrait in the photo, fromt which
the illustralion i reproduced, the
preso t oeaIsioi seelis to us so appropri t e
for its aippeait ance that we malke no further
a pology than remuindi ng Mr.Cowan tliat on
leavinigthis couintry a few weeks ago for a
prolonged absence, lie wvais good eniouglh to
entru'st the writer with a "free hand" to
doais he thouîght best with t le Journal and
its alfairs. We have, therefore, decided
as alove, aniid also to say a few, ( very
few) words regarding its popiet 1. In
doing this wve shail-to ouir certain kiow-
ledge-add to the interest of the ciîcasaioni
(as we hope) witholiut offenîdinîg the suIs-
ceptibilities of the senior editor limself,
seeing that io more appropriate oppoi tuni
ity could well arise than the commence-
ient of the voliie whichi(I will, wihein
enîded, coiuplete a full quarter of a
ceituîry's existence for this Iaper.

As is known to old readers, the iritish
Bee Journal was purehasel fromt its
founfder and first editor, Mr. C. N. Abbott,
some ten years or so after its inception in
187i, by the Rev. H. R. Peel, a gentleman
er <Mhusiastically devotel to the eneourage-
ment of bee-keeping ais a means of adding
to the mu'nor inîdustries of the couintry,
and also of iicreasing the ineomiie of the
rural population. Being also at the time
determined to make an effort for adding
to the iseftilness of the British Bee-
Keeper's Association-jist then somuewhat
failing in the energy of its leading spirits,
fron the lack of the requisite fands for
carrying out their labors -'Mr. Peel
thouglt that this work would he ailed
by the possession of ail official organ,
independent andl entirely freed fron even
the suspicion of anly trade interest con-
iected with it. Ie therefore, as we have
said, bought the paper ouitright, and, being
possesse(d of ample maimns, was well
knownt to have given nu thouîght to profit
fron its publlition, On the death of Mur.


