e rubber tube, with a hottle on ice to sewe'.

as a condenser., .-

©. 'What is the. a.lcoholic drmk called wh:ch
" is distilled from beer %L . 4
-Gin or* schna.pps X AR ;
Gin is said.to get 1ts ‘name’ from jump

- berries, formerly; distilled Wwith :it-to, flavor

it. It usually: -contains about 35° percent al-
cohol, but’ specimens vary. It is not al-
- Ways ‘made - from - beer.
_says if consists of any spirit largely doctored,
and it often containg turpentine, creosote,
" oil of vxtriol sa.lts of tartar Lmd other
poisons.:

‘What 1mporﬁant fact do we: learn from thls‘

““analysis ?
That beer-drmkers get a very large pro-
portion of poor water.; (See illustration).
Pliny. of. old, in descnbmg the beer of
ancient I}'*ypt eays 1t is made from grain
,steeped in water,” and be adds, qua.xntly
‘means have actually been discovered for
. gotting drunk upon water.
i Is the alcohol the same as.in ‘other drmks”
Precxsely the same.
Aleohol is a chemical substance with cer-
tain exact proportions of carbom, hydrogen

and oxygen, and‘any chang e in the propor- -~

tions of any one of these 1nvred1ents would

produce another substance. For example, -
starch, sugar, fat and many other substances

are all made of the same three ingredients
in dxfferent proportions. L.

¢ Biteth Like A Serpent.’

Tew things are so much ‘dreaded.- as ser-
pents; They are so stealthy, and, cxcept
tlie rattlosnake, 50 snent and some. of them
at least, are so deadly,

chance ig to-cut ‘out the piece of ﬁesh that

has been Ditten, or to burn it out with a

red-hot iron, and even this will be ‘of no use

unless it is done d:rectly after the bite is re- -

ceived. Now, this is very like what aleohiol
Goes to the drinker, who has only a very
faint chance of getting rid of his thirst for
drink when that thirst has onee Been - form-
ed in him. His only chance is to get the
prmk out, and to keep it out of his body.
e cannot cut it out or burh it.out; be has
patiently to abstain from it until he has
coased to long for it. Sometimes it is many
years before this can be done. and some-
times the thirst comes back time after time

for the whole of a- man’s life, and keeps him.

in danger and anxiety. What good reason
we have to avoid ‘being bitten by this ser-
pent of strong drink. : )
Th2 mischief comes
‘AT THE LAST, . :
Like many other bad things, the driak
comes to us with a smiling face; it is pretty
to look at as it sparkles in the glass; we see
some of our friends taking il; we know that
wany good people not only take it, but even
praise it. If we were to take some, very
likely at first it would seem to be domg us
good, and we might think it a useful thing
to take. But it would all be a mistake;
every kind of strong drink is ‘a mocker.
and soon after we had got into.the habit of
~ 1aking it we should find that we had more
or less difficulty in leaving it off. The first
prick of the serpent’s tooth would _be felt,
and if we had wisdom enough-left we would
cast the habit away from us_ in fear and
horror. ' If we did not the tooth would enter
more deeply and the poison ‘would flow
through our veins: ‘we should become the
prey of the serpent,© Wisze men look well
ahead, and so do wise boys and girls; they
do not ask whether a-thing is pleasant. or
- unpleasant just now; they want to know how
it will be In the end. ° They know better
than to buy an.ounce of _present pleasure
with a pound of future pain, It is because
the worst of drink comes at thé last instead
of at the first that we so hate and fear it,
WORSE THAN A SDRPDNT’S BITE.

It must be- terrible to feel the poison

'spreading through.one’s" body after the bite .

- of a snake. In some cases in about a quar-
- ter of ap hour it is all over, and. death has

come. But it is worse still to live the living-
death of a drunkard, to feel one good thing™

A good authority

~ Advocate,’

;Correw@ndeme

] ‘There i no curg
kuown for the bite of gome snakes; the only:

‘rom and whiskey,

_old enough to go to school with mse.

. been any sleighing till lately.

THE MESSENGER.

'atter another gomo- out of you, that you lave

those about you.less and. have less of thdir
love; -

angd pleasant, that yon ave surely dying, not
enly: in-your body, but in-your soul as-well,

Better by far be killed by a serpent:than en-
“dure such-a fate as this, Vet if you neglect

the waxni’lg of ‘the motto, -if you break.your
pledge, such a fale may be yours.—

4,'..__.-——

Hamilton, Ont.
Deur Fdztor,——l live in Hami.ton, 2nd think
it a very mice place. 1 went to Toronio dur-

ing my summer. holidays, to see the exhibi~

tion. . I have two pets, %ip, a Scotch terrier,

and a coilie, called Rodger.

ma.de a sorap- book for the hospital.-
PIRIE. (aged 11)

-~ II.umlton, Oat.
I)ear EdltOI —I have a  pet “cat named
Tiger. We have a French:pony whichis a
great fa.'vorltﬂ with all ouv family.
’ “BLLEDA (aged 11).

Clanwilliam, Man.

" Dear Baitor,—My - grandfather has_been

taking the ‘Messenger’ for, about thirty

_years.

I hke to read the correspomlence the best.
I have never seen any letters from this part
yet, - I-go to school and I have about one
mile to go. Our teacher's name is Mr., Tay-
lor, from Portage la Prairie. :

T have two pets, & dog and a colt, the dog's
name is Bruce, and the colt’s name is Nebie,

© WILLIE (aged 12).

) : ngston, Ont.
Dear Ildxtor —1 have only one pet, which is
a pony mmcd Prince, I like to read the
‘Messenger’ very. much. - I wished that pro-
hibition would win but I see m the ‘Wztnees’
that it'didn’t, = ¥°
I will tell you alout an ﬂlustrated prohlbl-
tion sermon I saw on Prohibition Sunday.
The pamtmg wasg all done-by the preacher,
as he is an artist. The pictures were on a
revolving frame. The first was.a hen’s body

with a man’'s head, sitting on some eggs, on-

which were wntten their names, some were
and other Intoxicating
drinks. Another one was a lot of men with
chairs and iron balls around their legs, on

vhich were their names rum and whiskey,
‘being mostly used. The next was a whiskey

snller standingz at the door of a saloon, he
said, ‘ that he huilt all the prisons, Jalls, or-
phans homes, eemetemers, lunatic - asylums

and penitenliaries.’
ARCHIE B. G. (aged 10).

B ' Brant County.-
Dcm Edttor,—I havo ‘two brothers and
four sizters, I have a pet cat, and a dog. He
is playful. I bave *a very nice sehool
teacher, and a very nice Sunday-school

teacher We live on a farm. -
. BDATRICF R. (aged 8).

Hamﬂton
Dear E(htor,-We have two cals, one nam-
ed Tipsy.the other Beauty, We heve a few
chickeng, and a pet canary. I go to school,
and like it. I go to Sundav-school We
have a very nics teachez, and we like her

very much.
o - THDL (aged 12).

I\I-ara.vma
Daar Bditor,—I live on a farm. I have one
pet, a pig. It is a dear little thing. I get
the ‘Messenger’ at Sunday-school. I like

reading the correspondence
) EVA E. (aged 11)

Alameda, N W T.

Dear EdltOT —~—School closed on Dee. 2, and
will not open until March 1. I am in the
fourth - reader. We expect to bhave a large
school this summer. My brother «vnllTllie

8
winter has been nice s6 far, there has hardly
We went to
one of our. uncle's for Christmas, and to an-
other uncie’s for New Year, and had a very
nice time: We have o geod time when tho
days are fine sle:gn-namv 1 am keeping a
diary of the weathor. *There has been a new

" school-house, a dwelling house and two cle-

vators bui]t in - Alameda this year. I like

that your good name is going, that
-you are in every way: getting .worse -and
worse, further and. further from: God and-
goodness ‘and everything that is beautiful

Nmonal

“ischool.

At Chnstma: i’

algo.the correspondence, pages. After we read
1t3he ‘Messenger,” e pass it on, to our neigh-
or,

get some every. winter,.
shipped here from Onfarie. - My - baby bro-
ther can run all over this winter; he is fif-
teen months old, and gets into all smts of
misehief,

- IIAROLD H D. (aaed 10)

Sutton.
Deal E(htor—I walk near]y a mile to
I like my teacher véry much, I
Lave two brothers and no sisters. Ihave ﬁve
dolls. I have a pair of bantams. )
MYRTIE (aged 10).

“Vernonville, Ont.
Dear Editor —-I have one dog and two cats,
they play most cf the time. My father takes

~ thé ‘Witness’ and ‘Megsenger,” we like them
. very much. I'live on a farm about three-
quarters of a mile from the school-house, I ..

ccmmenced sehool last Easter, and like my
teacher very much.
. MBLZAR ORR (aged 8).

; ’ Desboro.

Dear Editor, —Mb Burnett our minister’s
wife, organized a \Ixssxon Band, in- the
chureh, last May,
made a quilt, drossed some dolls, and sent
thew: to the Indians in the North-West,

I am elevea years old, and go to school
every day L can, and am in the senior fourth

class. .
CARMAN.

[RE——

Briggs' Corner, N.B.

Dear Editor,—We have u large dog named '
Captain, which will haul my brother and I°

all around on the hand-sled. We g0 -to.
school.

: «(
e . JESSIE A,
g o - Rapid.Gity. .~

Dear Echtm -I mould like to see. #ncther
letter from ‘Clara,’ who wrote a létter in the

last ‘Messenger’ about. ‘A journey Across the
.When I have read.the ‘Messen-

Prairie.”.
gér,’ I .save them H1ll T have got a large

number, then I send them to my aunt in.-

I have a cat named Tabby, and a
Tabby is a very comical
cat, and is very fond of play. Jeft is the
most pleyful dog I have ever seen, Our
neareat. town is exgnt miles away. -

. NELLIE 8. G

Moiine,
dog named Jeff,

led Roge I‘arm, Ont
Dear Dd]tur—-'rhe ‘Northern Messenger’
has been a fortnightly, and after the change,
a. weekly, visitor in our home long before

. my existence,-and I loock and waich for the.
-maail that b"mgs this friend as if it were a

-In the letters that boys
some have

playmate of mine.
and girls have wriiten to you,

mentioned parts of 'the paper they like best, -

Well, Ilike the boys’ and girls’ column’ better
than the rest of the paper.

best in my thoughts. If only all would read
and think over temperance reading it would
do them good. The ‘Meéssenger’ may be in
lomes where no other Chrxstmn paper is, and
I hope tbat it will let light into these homes,

I enjoy going to school better than I do
my holidays, especially in winter, whon there
is- plenty of ice to skate on. Om school is
mear a wood, and in this wood there is a
large pond, whtch when frozen bhefore the
snow rn.lls, is e*ccellent for skaling.
when the ice is rough, or coversd with snow,

. we build forts of snow, and have suow bat-

iles, and so winter passes all too quickly for
us boys. At Christmag we had a Christ-
mag tree in. our public schooi;
for all of his pumls, so we returned the com-
pliment by giving him celluloid@ satin-lined
handkerchief, collar and cuff, and necktie
cases, as he was leaving for- the Normal at
Ottawa, I wish there were two or three
Christmases evory year.

I.am very fond of reading. We talke Lefn.
papers, and I read-the majority of them.

. Some of my favorite hooks are ‘Robinson

Crusoe,’ ‘Black Beauty, “fom Brown's
School Days,” and ‘Saddle, Sled and Snow-
shoe,” this last one I've just ﬁn_shcd a.nd
think 1t is a .,plendxa hook.

WILFRID (aged 11.)

My: brother. and- 1. help papa 1o do the
chores .My papa. has; got four: quarter-sec- L
tions of land;. but hds not got“much’ of the
‘land brokeén ¥et! 'When we boys get bigger
we shall soon break it up and grow wheat.
We got two barrels of apples this winter,~and ..
‘The .apples. -are

I am a member of it, we-

But I read all of
the paper and the temperance page is next

Then. -

and our -
teacher hung presents and candy on the tree

m o

readmg the tempera,nce, the Loys and gxrls RN



