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DR CARBOLES,

of as goodin us, is from God alone. Let us then)
Yienceforth dedicate to his honoyr and glosy our
wholc being, withall its facnlties and powers; with
M our thoughts, words; and actions; so that, whe-
dher we col or drink, or whatever clse we do, we de
el tothe gloryof God. Render to God the things
that are Gol's.

Besides. if all things that ave belong to Gad by,
«hie title of creation; or because he made them what
they are; surely that must beloug to him in a more
varticular sense, which is the master-picce af all:
his works; whichalso he has made for himselfalone.
Now the rational creatures, and maun in pacticular,
whom he has created to hisawn image and likeness

ence; left usut Jiberty to choose the master whom
we preferred to serve; tnd by an act of our free-
will we chose to serve and obey Satan  rather than
God. Consequently we freely subjected ourselves
tothe dominion of Satan. Unhbappy man! what o
wretched choice didst thou make!  Thou prefer-
redst the slavery of Satan to the dignity of sons ard
heirs of God: all that is evil to all that is good;
and eternal misery to never ending felicity. Ne-
vertheless thechoice is mude, and thou hast no-
thing to blame but thine own rashuess and folly in
making it. Vor while thy God left thee free to
choose, he sufficiently warned thee of the unhappy
consequences of choosing amsiss.  Death, he fore-
told thee, would he the consequence of thy diso-

|

Jo, We belong to God on account of the su-
ypreme dominion he has over all his creatures ,
{and of the necessary dependence which all hi
icreatures have on him.  Indeed the sovereignty o
1Gott over all the creatures, and their total depen
idance on bim, wre as ossentinlly necessary as |-
very existence,  IPor, as St. Bernard says, if I
one creature could withdraw itselt from the donu
inion which God has overit, and thus become i
dependant of him ; God would then cease to b
1God ; und that creature would assume bis place.-
For nothing can be above all dominion, and abse
ilutely independant, but God. Now the sinner,
;\\ho refuses to acknowledge the sovereign domum

ate the most excellent of alt his works; andthese he
fs made only for himself. Immorta] therefore;
tias he created them for himself, who is immortal;
that they might never perish, like the other crea-
traes, which he has made only for our temporal,
uze; but that they might endure for ever, and be,

pon, which God has over hiw, and, as if mdepe:
bedience. Deathin the full extent of the meoniug - dunt, consults only his own wiil m all his actions.
Death temporal, by which the bady, though ereat-[laccording to the same Father, destroys and anni
ed incorruptible; should besubject to corruption, !thilates, as much as in him lies, the very being ol
and should return to its original dust: Death spi-1'God. And here,my dear Chiisiians, is the very
ritual, stsll more dreadful; by which the soulshou!dl!chicfest cause why God so cscentially hates s,
fiic awn for an endless elernity.  We therefore be;|be deprived of her spiritual life, the grace of God: | because it is an act performed not only without his
1~ans lo God in a more pasticular mauner; we ave{ and what is the conpletion of all misery, death ! permission, but directly contrary to hiscommand.
fus property ina siricter sense, than all his other, cternal. 'To be cver dywg, yet neverdead; al ‘an act, conscquenily, by whichthe sinuer arrogates
ercatures, which he has made not for his own, but ways ina mortal agony, and expiring in the midst :to himself an independence, which cannot exist
t~=our sake, sud that they might be subservient toy;of the most excracialing lorments, yet always sur-|1so long as God exists; an aey, thevefore, which
us fora time.  But his rational creatures, bothwen | viving in order but todic: condemned to lead aun 'strikesat the very esseuce of the Deity.

and angels, he has created only for himself. There-y ever dying life, orto diean everlasting death.:  And here let us reflect a little on the unaccoun. -
fore to him do they beloag more than all bis other [Such, Christians, is that three-told death, to which i (ap1e presumption and  madness of the sinner, whe
creatures. They  are the vessels of honour, with)iman was subjected in conscquence of his disobe- ' seeks to withdraw himself from the domision o
oiich he intends to adorn his heavenly houschold; | dience to God.  Yet, although God, might in jus-|God, refusesto yietd him up his inalicnable pro
uilees polluted with sin. unless withdrawn from his Itice have lefl him to bis wretched fute, as he had ,!perly, and even bestows it rather on his adyersary
~envice, and prostituted to that of his enemy; q/‘iﬁdonc the rel:el angels; still {nov‘cd by 1'1is sivgular ;ywho willact as if he were his own master, or, ik
wrasels of Ronour they become vessels of ignominy ilove for him, he finds out in his own infinite wis-| 3 stubborn and disobedicnt servant, cousult onls
and wrath, (Rom. ix. 21 22.) ond thus deserve to bc’ dom a way tosave 3im. and to recover back again!ijis own will, and not that of him, whom he js
castanay forever, and crushed by the hand :hat)lhis property from Satan, under whose dominioniibound 10 serve: Who, in a word, dares to struggle

had mads and fashioned them for so noble an end. }:it hadt fallen.  Maa must therefore be redeemed; {ifor absolute independance with the Omnipotent. |

God has entrusted eac!. efus with at least kis aun I\,”lll( is, bought bac<again. A ransom then must | Tlink what an insult is hereby offered to the Diviné g

wessel to heepat holy end «adefiled: and to use it | be pﬂi(l for him; and thisransom God himseif” con- . }!ﬂj(‘sl}' b)' sucha worm, and whata chastisement
oaly in the senvice of hinz, who made it ultimately ! sents to pay, as none but he could furnish it.  But, i sych daring insolence deserves: That such an aton.
jor mself.  How great then must their ciime be, O what a ransom, Christians! and how it finitely il stould dare to lift up its head, and chailenge anin-
atd how dreadful the punishwient, who rob God of{lcxcccdmg the value of the creature o be f‘f(‘CC'“'L(lcpoudance which belougs only to God: should
the mos! valuable partof his property, with thc.’gml! "The ransum which he consents 1o pay d"“'“'ibid defiance to the Great, Almighty, and Eternal
tieeping of which they are only entrusted; and even ' for us is nothing less than the incarnation, suffer- || Bewg; Lefore whom all things is but hkca grain
~mploy it in the servico ¢f lus enemy! The thiefings, and death of his only Son- a ransom noton-ilqf sand, or the drop of ¢ bucket, as the propher
and rabberare justly condemued fo death, for only ' Iy adequate to our worth, but iufinitely surpassing"]saias expresses ity that this scarcely perceptible
wahingfrom their fcllow -creatures some part of the i the aggregate value of all possiblo creatnres. The %:Po'mtin the creation, should seek toput itself on 2
perishuble goods of this world, which God Las only ;;leastsuficrings of a God made mun, weald bave ileyel nithi.im, should even prefer itself before him.,
tent to thew for a while,  What then manst the si;x-{sbcox\ wore than a sufficient ransom for tie whole iy o presumplion and an audacity altogetber unpa-
uir deserse, who robs God of his own eternal pro-,';'u orld. But our Savicur did not content himseli 1 1feled and inconceivable.  Yet such is the auda-
¢ extve which Lie prized so much as to became man , withmaking, what his love {ous made Lim doem ;:cily and presumption of the suner; who does not
and to lay down Lis very life, in order to 1edeam 1t but a shight stonement for oursins,  He  chose lohre.'cr himself and all hisactious to God; who doe~
whenlost? Think then, Christians, on the (‘nom’li-{;bc"°"“’ for us,mn the fullest sense ol the word, ¢ not male his own vill stoop to that of the Deity; or
tvof sucha crime; and never more ventuie to ex-,, man uf sorrow. Hebegan and euded his life in “inaword, who refuses {0 render to God the thing~
pose vourselves (o its consequences.  Remember. t; this norldin the midst of poverty, humiliaiion, and ;' that are God’s.

with the apostle, thaf you arc not your own, nor at, pessecution, and finally simed the letter ofour ran-

vourown disposal.  Flich isbut his own heeper;’isom with the last drop of his sacred blood, shed up-

and W~ mustanswer to God for the mauner in which.,
we hove attended to our charge,  Render fo God againdo we belong to Cod.  Dearhas he bLought:
'.us, and infinitely infinite is the price he has paid |

the things thet are God’s.
22, We belong to God by the title of odr re-i

~ .. !
stemplion. . For though we belonged originally to,

Gad by cur creation;y o1, by the in of our first pa- i

veots, we fellunder tie domimon ofhis adversary |

onthe ignominious trec of the cross, Now then

for our ransom. But remember, Christians, that
the more he hias done to make us his own, the great-
erthe guilt, and more severe the punishment shalt

the devil.  For, afler creating us, God, not desir- . Satan. to Cwsar, or the world, rather than o God.
s6g ofus a forced: but a free and voluniary obcdi—"! Render to God the thirfgs that are God’s.
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1 Desides, what can cquat the sinner’s madness in

;:thus venturing to provoke the wrath of that grem

{

God, onwhomm he so totally and necessarily de
-pends, for all the good ke can hope or the evil he

Jcan fear! Who holds in his hand the slender

ilhrcad of his life, which should he break when
iprovoked, the sinner is undone for ever. O, it js

i'lruly wonderful how God can bear so patiently; as

be of those, who still prefer giving themselves '°ilhc does, with the repeated insults the wicked ate
, :

dnily offering him 7 That he can behold this carth

;o poliuted with every specics of vice, so deluged



