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Akidu.
THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
(F'rom the " Haptist.”)

During the first two weeks of this year the occupant of
the new Mission House at Akidu was busy from morning
till night teying to make his abode beautiful and comfor-
table. Since the end of Scptember, only ahout a week of
working days had been passed in Akidu, so that things
were in nearly the same condition at the end of Decem-
ber as they were three months previous. Considerable
vamishing, whitewashing, etc., had tobedone in a hurry,

The evening of Saturday, the 14th January, found the
house in fair order and occupied by a man who ached all
over. Sunday morning did not bring the expected guests,
but on Monday morning they appeared bright and early.
The new missionaries did not come, but | suppose they
were tired of travelling. Mr. and Mrs. Churchill with
their little gird; Miss Hainmond ; Mr. Sanford ; Mr.
Currie ; Mr.and Mrs. Tunpany with their little girl and
my baby, made up the party that | et on the canal bank.
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday were spent in confer.
ence on vanous subjects.  Full verbal reports from the
several stations ocrupied much of the ime.  {nall 243
baptuisms were reported and a membership of 877, One
cause of gratitude was found 1n the fact that during the
past year we have obtamed a New Testament that we
can conscientiously circulate. Some time ago, | set the
Sermon on the Mount as a lesson ta be learnt by heart,
promising a copy of the New Testament to every one
whu would recite the three chapters correctly, either sepa
rately or all at the same tume.  Thirty-four baoks have
already been won n this way, not only by preachers and
teachers, but also by scholirs in the village schools.  }
shall not be content tll sixteen more go and increase the
list to fifty. | know of a few Christany who are studying
hard to win the book.

Next year we hope to meet at Hoblnh, f 1t is the Lord's
will. Bro. Sanford deft on Thursday morming, but the
others were kind enough to fuvor Akida wuh their pres.
ence ull Monday morming. Un T harsday and Friday
we had our first Telugn Associanon, with the delegates
{rom the Tuni, Cocanada, Akidu and Gunpanapudy
Churches.  We had reparts from the various churches,
also from the calporteurs in regard to their special work
Then there were two or thiee sermons at different points
i the proceedings. When tie question of place of meet-
ing fur next year was brought up, the brethren from the
Gunnanapudy Church were anxious to have the Associa-
tion meet with them next year; but it was nnally decided
to meet at Cocanada, with the understanding 1hat the
Gunoanapady invitation be accepted for the year follow-
mg. A good many women were present, so that alto-
gether there must have been fully 150 Christians at the
meetings.  Three men from a new willage were baptized
here on the t5th, and on the 215t three more men and
two wamen, from other places were added to our chuich.
Fo-morrow 1 hope to start out for a tour with i tent.

Joun Crate.

Akudu, 3ath [an. 1882
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SANFORD CONMING HOME

Mrs. Sanford, under date January 17th, writes thus 1o
the Sccretary of the Central Board o the W, M
Societies of Nova Scotia - .
* Since ] last wrote you, five frum the school have been

THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

!bap(ized. 1 think in my last | mentioned to you their
desire 10 follow Jesus. We are much pleased to bave
them gathered into the fold, and hope and pray, as 1
know you will, that they may be kept from the tempta-
tions ot Satan. We do hope, if their lives are spared, to
see them useful men and women in the Mission.

Last week we had a visit of two or threc days from Mr.
and Mrs. Churchill, also a shorter one from Miss Ham-
mond, who came in from the steamer, and spent a night
with us. Three days age, they all, in company with Mr.
Sanford, left for Akidu, to atlend the Conference. | felt
that I must forego the Ple:\sure of meeting with them this
year, as the extra work preparatory to wny going home,
which must be done by myself, is quite enough, with my
other cares, to use up all !Ke strength [ have left.  After
their return next week Miss Hammond is to payus a
good visit.  She is not looking very well, and I hope the
little change and rest will do her much good. She
thinks thisis all that she requires. 1 wish that | could
say the same with reference to myself, for [ would like
very much to be able to remain a year longer at least,
vet [ feel well assured that itjwould not be wise to (ry
and do so. No definite plans are made with regard to
the voyage home as yet, except that we will not leave
until some time 1n March.

Chicacole.

Mr. Hutchinson, the newly arrived Missionary, sends a
very full report to the Board of the state in which he
found this station, from which we extract the following .

“The Chrnistians, and even the heathen at Aukulatham-
para, where Bagaran Bayrah lives, have long been de-
strous of having a school taught by a Christian teacher
The Naidu, or head man of the town, a new convert,
favours the project. We learned to-day that he had
caused 40,000 bricks to be prepared for the building,
which 1s also intended to serve as a place of worship
He will rehieve the Mission of either part or the whble of
¢the expense of building.  James, one of the boys of Miss
Hammond's school 15 t0 gothere as a teacher.  We hope
that he wil) be panly supportea by the native Chnstians
and others whose children may attend.

Suthena, who gave Miss Hammond considerable
trouble during the early part of the year by his caste
prejudices, and who absented himsell from the Mission
for several months has returned. He had always refused
to em\mth the other Christians. He came back, bow
ever, séemingly penitent, and, as it happened, ¢n fthe day
before a feast which Miss H. had planned for the Chris.
tians.  Of course he was asked to cat.  When the hour
came he sat down with the others and ate food prepared
by those of lower caste than himself. Un Sunday
he preached on the Prodigal Son.  He is beginning well,
and if he remains steadfast will prave of great assistance
until | get Telugu.  Appayahiis sullwith Biother Sanford,
where he will likely reman,

Ragaran Bayrah came in on Saturday in ume for Con-
ference Mecting, and was with us over Sunday. He
administered the Lord’s Supper.  Next month [ hope to
be able to administer the sacrament. One of the new
converts who tame with him is a fair sample of all, |
fancy. He thought that, being a Christian, he was too
good to work at his former trade-- carpentering.  Noth-
ing would suit him but preaching. As he had no
education, | differed from him in that particular, and have
induced him to try his hand for a while longer at his
master's irade.




