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THE MISSIONARY CONCERT.
DY REV. HOWARD #. BLISS, U"PPER MONTCLAIR, N. J.

L. The cause of missions needs il. —Missionary fervor
" must bo fed with wmissionary facts. Ideal enthusiam
springs from persanal knowledge of sotusl couditians.
Men und moneys, prayers and petitions will not be offered
for n cause when poeople are ignorant of its claims and its
needs. Impulse must be preceded by instruction. Let
Christ's soldiers at home receive regular bulletins from
the front telling of their comrades’ dangers, perplexities,
and noeds, and they will be inspired to send forward
reinforcements and supplies.

2. The pastor needs 1t.—His owd interest in misaions
needs spur and stimulus, A regular missionary meeting
in his ohurch will compel him to keep in touch wit
progrees of his Master's kingdom outside his own parish.
Ofton the most devoted pastor needs this incentive to
systematic study of the great field. He neceds it as an
unequaled opportunity for securing the co-operation of
his people in churoh work. In the Monthly Councert
meeting he can draw out many a hidden talent. To une
he can entrust the drawing of s map ; to another, s gen-
oral description of the country under consideration. A
ierchant &in tell something about its commercial import.
ance. A xyuicisn can speak of its climate, its diseascs,
its modical needs. A farmer can describe its agricultursl
products, A teacher can point out its system of educa.
tion. The furm of government can be assigned to a
lawyer. Someone interested in natural history can
spenk of ita flors and funa. Its logends, its history, its
roligiona can be allotted to others chosen by the paator,
according to their different tastes, while the work already
accomplished by the missionaries can be presented by
thuse who have made themselves especially familiar with
tho faota. The papers of any who have not sufticient
contidence to rené them in public may be read by others
assigned for the purpose. In this way the pastor cau
guide his people in their reading, directing their steps
into a most fascinating department of Ghristian literature.
There will be many who cannot at first undertake such
work.  To these, verses to be read, or paragraphs {rom
the missionary inngnzines, may be aasigued ; others can
draw piotures of irteresting objects connected with the
subject, or may collect photographs and curiosities for
oxhibition at tho meeting. The preparation of alidesand
the uperation of lanterns and stereopticons will be in the
charge of others. ** A work for everybody, and overy-
body at work ™ can be more neatly realized at s Monthly
Concert than anywhere else.

3. The people need it. -The oceasional missionary
sormon by the pastor, valuable and indiapenanble asit is,
is roceived by his people ns & wiatter of course It cannot
donl with details. It offers no opportunity for personal
pacticipation in the study of missiona. But the }Vlisaimv
ary Concort stimulates the people to study for themsolves
this fascinating subject. It throws upon them an individ -
ual responaibility to become intelligent students of mis-
sionary facts, principles, and problems. It givesthem a
new juy as they thua particpate in the work of the church.
1t supplies a definite point toward which they can direct
their reading. It gives them a new sonse of followship
with their far-diatant mijasionary comrades.

4. The missionaries need it.-—~They noed it a8 much aa
the soldier away from home, alone on the aolitary sen-
tinel post, noeds the reassurance that he is not forgotten
by his comrades in camp-—not forgotten in the prayers

and thoughts of his dear ones at home. The missionary
will work hopefully, courageoualy, persistently so long as
he knows that his hesvenly Father is not forgetting him :
but he will work still more hopefully. still more peraist-
ently if, in addition to this mighty assurance, be kuows
he is not forgotten by his brothers-in-Christ at home.
To return to his native land and find so many churches
in almost total ignorance of the tield where he has been
working, and of the grave issuea that are confronting his
station, to tind hopeless confusion in the minds of many
a8 to the most genersal geographical location of his adopted
home, —all this is discouraging enough. But, in addition,
t6 enter church after churoh and to tind the allusions to
the great and holy missicnary enLerPrise cootined to 8
uingi: phrase of the ‘‘long prayer,’ brings a sense of
loneliness and homesickness that mukes him suwmetimes
long to return to his solitary post before his furlough had
expired.

1T, THERE WAN NEVER A BETTEK TIME FOR ALOPTING THE
MINSJONARY CONCERT FHAN THE PRERENT,

1. The missionary enterprise wus never i su interesting
a stoge as al presend. - Its nspects were never so varied,
ita problems never socomplex. Itis to-day s part of the
world’s history, secular as well as religious. I[ra relation
to recent events in China, in Japan, in Turkey offers
mnost interesting themes for study. 1ts relations to com-
morce, scietice, politics, crvilization repay the wmost
careful ingquiry.  Acquaintance with it history, its
motives, 1ty achievements, its methods, 18 a part of a lib-
ernl education.

2. The literature of mussions was vwever so vich and rar
iedd. The various missianary mAyszines were never mory
ably edited.  Books of discovery, travel, biography,
ralating directly to the missionary enterprise in {oreign,
home, and city work, abound, while the works that wueh
indirectly the general subject are very nuwmerous. Tho
magazines and guily papers give an increasingly lurge space
te subjucts bearing upon the topics of the Monthly Con-
curt, and most vu!fuuihlu and timely information may be
secured from these sources frum month to month.  Postal
facilities have made it possible to hear the fresheat news
from the foreign field, while the varius Mission Boards
are always ready to send speakers or the latest informa-
tion relative to the topic under cousideration.  The Mis-
sionary Herald.

THE MISSION WORK OF OUR CHURCHES THE
HEART OF OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE

Somo cxtracts from an addiean by Pres Merrill E Gates, LI It
Often we speak of a particular church, or of a group of
churches, aa ' not taking any interest in home missions, "'
or ‘'not taking any interest in foreign missions.’ as
though it were nuite poasible for a church to be a living
Church of Christ, yet to have as an immaterial idiosyn-
crasy, as a trifling peculiarity, this entire absence of all
interest in mission work ! As if a Church of Chriat
might choose quite at its own caprice between having an
wsthotic interest in fine music for its own service, and
paying hundreds of thousands of dollars a year to secure
such music, and having an interust in home and foreign
missions | We spoak as though it were a matter of com-
parative indifference which of these two furms «of interest
should characterize a church. But the truth is, that &



