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Todge of Quebeo will not hesitate
mext January to assert her rights:—

«“Wo can hardly discuss the alleged
action of the Grand Lodge of Quebec
with any seriousness. When we re-
alize that almost the youngest of
-Grand Bodies, and the least influen-
tial in gome respeots, should seek to
adopt Romsan Catholic or Feniar
tactics, and ‘boyocott, ‘excommuni-
oate’ the English Masons and the
Grand Liedge of England, it must be
a subject of almost wuncontrollable
merriment to all the jurisdictions of
-Cosmopolitanism. The question in
dispute is go simple, it all so ‘lies in
a nutshell,’ thab it socems well to put
before our readers at home and
abroad, once for all and once more,
2 olear and correct statement of all
the facts of the case. To do this, we
must go back alittle. When, in years
gone by, the Canadian Freemasons,
for reasons ‘good, bad, or indifferent,’
determined on ‘secesh’ from the mo-
ther Grand Lodge of England, three
lodges in Montreal specially declined
to join the movement. Tiord Zetland,
in his acknowledgment of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, stipulated for the
-legal position and acknowledgment of
the Montreal lodges, and this fact was
agreed to ‘nern. con.,’ the then Grand
Lodge of Canada, Bro.Wilson, Grand
Master, going out of his way, as an
-extant printed correspondence attests,
to admit the right of the Montreal
lodges so to act, the reasonableness,
the Masonio correcfness of their po-
gition; their inviolability as Ilawfal
Jodges under the English jurisdiction,
from which it was not unnatural they
ghould not wish to separate them-
gelves, This is all so plain, and
clear, and incontestable, that we need
not take ap any more space with di-
lating on these indisputable prelimin-
aries. And so all went on until the
Quebec body was set ap in ‘secssh,’
in turn, from the Grand Lodge of
Canads, which for a time vigorously
resented, and loudly denounced any
such progedare. And evea then, ab

first, the Quebes Grand Liodge did no%
deny the legality of the English
lodges. When the Grand Lodge of
Canada and Grand Lodge of Quebes
were forming their concordat of re-
cognition, the legal position of the
English lodges was admitted by the
Grand Lodge of Quebse, (reserving
to themselves the right to open friend-
ly negotiations with the Grand Lodge
of England thereanent), and nothing .
was said in any way intimating the
unjustifiable position of later years.
However, the Grand Lodge of Quebec
i8 recognized and established, and
then asks also for recognition from
England., The EnglishGrand Liodge,
remembering Liord Zetland’s gnaran-
tee, says:—*‘Certainly; but you must
place the English lodges iu the same
position they were by ‘treaty-compaot’
under the Grand Liodge of Canada.’
To this the Grand Lodge of Quebec,
—unwisely advised,~—demurred, and
from that moment the troubles be-
gan, PSince then a disposition has
been openly avowed and evinced to
‘repudiate’ the old treaty and arrange-
ment,and to elaim even for theGrand
Liodge of Quebeca power to over-rule
the legal and Masonic action of the
Grand Liodge of Canada originally ‘in
the premises.” No doubt other maf-
ters have eropped up, and other sub-
jects have intervened, until we find
ourselves threatened with a ‘Bull of
Excommunication’ from the Grand
Lodge of Quebeo, after ceaseless allo-
ontions and endless long-winded mani-
festoes. There is, however, 2 ques-
tion which might supervene, which we
beg to commend to the careful atten-
tion of our Quebec brethren. Wher
Lord Zetland undertook to conserva
an existing jurisdiction for a time,
and not to perpetuate it, he did so
conditionally. If his clear and pre-
cise words are carefully read, it will
be seen that this abnegation on the
part of the Englicsh Grand Lodge was
dependent on’ the- eourteous aad
peacefal recognition of the Eaglish
lodges, If, by any act of violence or in-
timidation, suck legal pasition is jeopard-



