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ROLLING STONES.

The world s much smaller than it
was; not ‘that its actual size has dl-
minished, but in o relative sense Mont-
real 18 to-day gnuch ncarer to Yoko-
hama than it was o fesv years ago to
YVietorla, and wr make the circuit of
{he globe with greater case and ex-
peditiou than Colutabus could accom-
plish In crossing the auanuc. This
transformation has wrought other
changes, and our thoughts upon many
subjects are totally different to those
of our forefathers, so that certain pro
verbs, which used to be held (» vener-
ation as the embodiment of truth, have
now, tc some extent, hecome obsolete,
lecause no longer applicuble,

The old saying, for instance, that
“polling stones gather no moss"™ can.
not in these dayis be talken o the lit-
eral meaning of the phrase that it was
even in the Yeglinning of this century.
17 « young Inan, & cour & of gepera-
tions back, moved more than ouce to
try his fortune, his parents an? friends
would shake thelr lieads ominous:y and
repeat tise above proverh, Such & man
was looked upon as u dlscontented
“ne'er do weel,”” who culd never suc-
ceeg, and yet it i8 thatv very {eeling
of discontent which is the mainspring
to human advancement and prosperity
in this world. An mmﬂﬂunl or & na-
tion without the ambition or desire
to improve their condition, but thor-
oughiy contented, will not progress,
and the * moss ” they may “ gather,”
like that on an old disused castle, will
only serve to cover their decay.

Of course the other extreme fis al-
most worse and vne, who rushes from
place to place merely from an Arab
propensity to restlessness or want of
change, squanders his substance and
his energy, just as a nation does who
will accept no government or laws for
long but is always in astate of tran-
sition or revolution, The first extreme
is a ship without sai's, the vecond one
without ballast.,

Still to return to the point from
which we started, it must be admitt-
ed that, considering the practically
closer proximity of places now to &
hundred years ago, what was really
* rolling " then, may be, with us, put
down as barely turning over. A man
discovers that the qualities or-abilitics
e possesses do not m-ot a ready mar-
ket in Montreal takes them to Winni-
peg or Vancouver, with us mueh facil-
ity, as a merchant of the old  time
would remove from on2 localtity to an-
other e deemed-more favoralle, in the
same ¢ity, Fov the truth 18, what +with
rapid transit and electricity, the wond

* has become like one huge -town, and
the proverb we have already quote'd,
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must be ad ated to the altered condl-
tion of things, Discontent should not
subvert perseverance, but rather bo the
spur which drives the latter to greater
efforts, and he who ﬂnds a better open.
ing in aplace hundreds of miles away,
than where he 18 at present need uot
be @ “rolling stone ” because hie gons,

Let us not” however be misunder-
stood, we arve net wichiney to pralse a
roving disposition, and those who are
doing well. that s stend!ly advancing
in prosperity and position, would be
worse than foolish not remain where
they are, but n these days oi speed
and competition the channels of eater-
prise are quickly filled in the larger
and more settled towns, and there s
more chance in breaking new ground.
It {8 the *‘rolling stones” which have
built up Jngland’s colonies and the
Unitad States, without which this con-
tinent would be stili a wilderness chief-
ly inhabitated by Red Indians and buf-
{alos.
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' CHARACTER SKETCHES.

NO. 18. OUR CANVASSER.

Of course by Our Canvasser we mean
the “ Drummer’ wbose business it is
to solicit orders forevery kind of mer-
chandize, publications, subseription, ad-
vertigsenzents, invention, insurance, med-
icine, ete., ete. This branch of the com-
mercial system has grown epormously
of'late years, and to sell or dispose of
any articl. nowadays, it has come to
be acknowledged that it is absolutely
necessary to cunvass both continually
and thoroughly. Formerly merchants
or insurance companies waited for their
customers to come to them, but now
they have to hunt up the customers,
and therefore Our Canvasser i3 to be
met {n every warehouse and &tore, at
every str et corner, nay he even in-
vades that **sanctum sanctorium,” the
private divelling.

The two leading qualities which Our
Canvsgsser possesses-in a superlative de-
gree are ‘“‘cheek” (no other word .50
entirely espresses our wmeaning) and
tact., Industry, perseverence and other
atiributes he may doubtless have, but
—if v-¢ may wee the parallel without
Qisrespect—if -he have mot * cheek ”” and
tact (especially the former) he wiil be
¢ as sounding brass and a tinkling ¢cym-
bal,” and that grand- quality like the
other we lhave hinted at ‘“covers a
multitude of sins.” °

Our Canvasser is stoutly bullt with
not a jobt of weaknwss in his knees and
thouglri€ has o lond genial laugh,there
is-no-trace of'softness in -his steel grey

-¢ye. He walks briskly into your office

or store, and Bmilgs ‘blandly as he pgsses
g remark upon the weather, and-it you
are-really busy he hes ta¢t cnough to
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bow himself out, saying he will :all
again, but he 18 not eastly deceived by
any pretence on your pari. Should
you say that you .o not wanv any-
thing just then, he replies that, fot that
very reasou he has come, in order to
be beforsuand, and down he sits beside
you. He chats away upon indifferent
matters, and unconsciously you begin
to think lc is rather a pleasant fellow,
and pulling out your watch, you ask
him to call again, which he does, not
ounly oucs or twice, but twenty times,
until you give him an order, as the
sole way of getting rid of visits, that
have become anuisance, and Our Can-
vasser ** scores one.”

You have met ‘the man often and have
alternately ceursed and cajoled aim, but
you hav- never shaken him off, for like
the “ 0ld man of the sea’ in the Arab-
fan Nights, he sticks like aleech, and
we, a5 Sinbad did, have to bear him
on our shoulders., The great art in Our
Canvasser consists not in making you
order what you. want, but what you
don't want, and which of us has not
some time or other been. bamboozled
into subscrlbing to Some book, publish-
ed In monthly parts, and when com-
plete, can be bought for hall the money
we have paid for it, even then being
thrust aside into some corner as en-
tirvely useless. Anyone may induce you
to buy something Yyou require, but to
force you to take an article you have
no-use for, is the triumpk of canvass.
ing,

We have caught ourselves wondering
what becomes of Our Canvasser, be-
cause, 48 arule, he is uniit for any other
occupation, and.yet the physlcal exe -
tion of his employment, rrevents his
following it much beyond the time when
his joints grow stiff. Perhaps, he is
translated like Sam. Weller’s post bovs
and donkeys, but however that may
be, he is an undeniable fact in -our
midst at present, and though his per:
sistence amounts to impudence,. and his
aopconquerably good temper drives yoﬁ
to-the verge -of lunacy, you know afm
to be anw ssary evil, and sinile he is
canvassing you,. your owi vanvesser ig
at somebody else, As for the good old
times you wish back again, they can
no-more be recalled than the toys and
rattie you once delighted i1, and there,
as ycu were thinking you wad. alréady
cnough-Jife insurance, round zomes Our
Canvasser with 4 smirk on his Jip and
agleam in his eye, wide awake and
ready for business.

In Rossin swrikers who interfere with
wen willing te work are severely pun-
ished, because Russia isn't o free cotiitry.
It is only in free countries that overy
uian is- at liberty to dnterfere with every
other man's business.~Boston Transcript.



