
ber. Neilie wvas a curions girl, î'ery f ree
witb lier lntlicr's custonters ant i t to

ny amount o! "cîtaf!," bjut site tirew a
strongiy m»arked fine, beyondî w.'liich like
Ce:xute o! old elte tiecrecti Ilthue fur .suai!
tbou go but no0 fartîter." Fun uutd Jolies

elbe wvoult allo%î u' t taut a h'l liberty,
ittîd wlieîi Bob jîut bis ara round lier
wait, eite sprautg away front film, lier dark

eye hlnritîg witli indignaution. - No you
dlotît," sIte crteci liotly. Il How diare you Y
1 tîtouglit you %'ere al lrieiid, Mfr. J>tît-

.'tiil su 1 trus-t i nul, bliti But> soutie-

..' lien Vi3 <jli t ouU fite<ét lue asi Sai,
titc tiot iiet ely asi lutîtotil keeper*:s

dtinglitei' t etorieci the glii, tîiqi lub
i'oiiivsieu tei'wiiu's lie feit mier tita
i cliitiiiti. lie 8titiiuier-cd otît souteilpo-
iog' aintd pi'uitiisril ie'.ei' tu offendt aga itî

whiie'uîîu Nellie foigitie hitî tutic %vas ail
titliiex onice laur>e.

Slit, wZn a heu tiftil 1votin w-itIi jt't hliiek
flatir aid tuýes, anîd a flliu ative figure.
As elle' dilaiict iîîhcrit lier gooi 100ok8
frot lier' hi ter, ulto lîud tnue sueli t o

bouist <>1, .1 jesîitie Shl tok llfer lier
iiotiic,, %viu wit assaiti to hatve beeti tit

utitess of hoitte sort atic luit died yeiîrs
beioie. ilovever- tîtut nia) be, sUht M11s
il fille girl unîî îd ltl uif îîîly tit offer
o! xtîirriage, but liad rc!usti ticîn ail for

otte renitoîi or tîttotlier, wlîivh did itot $cent
tu trouîble olcI Tnckcer, whlo rigiitly muit.

posed llIe %'as a îîtt ritjoli tîti t t'otglut
grist to lus ul, utd site w-us to Ille seeîî
îtt uîust o! cte rate umeetinigs, iiontiteil.
oit lier jiorme Mlbourne, tlie tw'o forpiilig
as lanidsolae a pair. as you Conlit %visli
to gaize ltpoii, foir itu ioe doa Melbournie

Wou a uuîgifiient five ycar olcI thorongli'
bred, fit for a pritces to ride, «tit Neilie
sut iinj iil auî case anti grace tînut muade

the iicture peifect. 110w old Ttacher ltuad
becot u possesliet o! sucli n. vcluabie <ui-
mal-ii us a ystery, jîrobably for mointe
ganibliiig debt, bat tu rotant tu ta> taie.

- Doa't jet on itt 1 tolti you Mfr. Dnt-
haut,', sait Nellie ii a lowv ioice, as aile
ptoud beaicle bis chanir, -but 1 wouiti tot

bave mncb tu do iviti ti ose two iu the
other ruent, il 1 were you."

IlNo? Anti wity not Nellie ? " neket Bob,
looking uit witiî a careless fanugli.

I01, 1 duitîto," the girl rejoitieci, ~
tiou't like 'cm."

"Aru't they sqluare'?!" cîtjuireci Bob.

"Squarc enougi 1 duare say, but tioi't
trust 'emt ou'er tur " %vas flic answver.

IlAi! tiglit Neilie, andi tliatks for tlîe

wvaruiutg," utaid Bob as lie puiulie i ls ifutle
aîvay and finisliet bis taukurd o! aie.

lu spite o! Nvliat Neilie baci said it was;

not long before Bob foutud lus wny itîto
the other îoont iubere Tucker andti li two
w-eri- playiag cuclire. Jake Kinig anti Bill

Norris ivero professionul gamblers, te for-
mer ba-ving drifteti town front Sait Frau-
cisco wbhere lie blîicoue batily "I anteti,"

wbule 'the latter halicti front Sidney w~itit
a doubtfui reputation. 01<1 Tticier %vas
the best o! the threc, and lie was lio
great shtakos, s0 you ivili auiin tiîit ft
ivas a pretty elbudy crowd. But Bob <d
not id, for lie decinreti nuy coutpany
ivas botter thait mueiz'3y lie own, of ivltlh
Mett lie finci fou mitl t fles farai t
EulnIotig. Cail bita foolii If yoit ivili,

but rceollect thnt inutal solitudele 18apt 10

make une calions lis to tlue clice of coia-
pallins, jutst as Imaiger gives <t rolieli to
the' conrsest vlials. Bob likctl Nellie bel-
ter dllta nui ote lie hati ieen fronut Bris-
fial. to Adelattîe, huit lits feelinigs tuwvards!
fier w ere o! i fret, ar! Citai, iiature, (adc

%vuS1< <lia di tilt3v in pîermuîudiig hiituf
tuke a hli, undt lifter a gaine or two o!
ettelire Jinkc. King propose(] flir liaicdeil
tioher.

Ytot %jii aigrec, witît nîte t htt for punre
gatîubliîtg ut cardm poker beatb ail otiîr
giiaet lioliliw auîcil, good d]cil o! mnotey
W.f15 sanai oit the table, but lvlit gtrinck
Bol) afcwaîstiog t tu t the limue

-ivab tlîît ieatlv ittvaritîby bou li 'ueker
«tit .Nortis iret' ni tleir cardas, leavtittg

Kinîg atit Ilitielf tu play the bandeti out.
iero i8 no0 occasiontu f relate <lue ptar-

ticuilurs of tiie gine ittiiittely, ut!!ici. bie
it to stt fliRt izlr varîionîs turis of
hoth good miii bai luck, JItse Kittg
Iblu!!cul " Bob out o! bis iîîst soî'ereigtt,

anîd it being thton înidiîtiglît lie yîuw'iîd,
giitierod up 'flein oue>' andî rose to go,

Whout Bob Crieci out -I 01jt's cîuriy yet
l'il Ittivue anoîtlier itil Tueker %viil ho

uîiy ate.
"Botter stol, lor' to-itiglît 3fr. ijnîîbaiîî,"

sait Tucker, ii wlîîeh opinion Blill Norris
up)peareti to collcur, but Bob perdsiC, itîd
King rcquired ito pressitng to continue.

The fiait rond or two Bob i'oîî àsbglttly,
thet lie vins deait a biand, utid drew lbre
cauds, Kintg drawiîîg onte, an<d Tucker n'ît

Noîtis tivit apiece. Bob put lowna lus
carda ii tlie marner of oe, wlîo lais con-
cludeti tot to play, but iniiediately seized
thetut agaiti witlî a cîtrcles .întiie iîtîti pt

down ten punitifs. Juke Kinîg Who liact
noted boh th.,li action andc the aile covered
Bob'si test w!v*.l twcnty pouni. The otiier
two pînycrs tltrew dowtî their cardia as
usual, leaving tite gaine betweeu Juke atic
Bob. tbc for'mer o! whom coulti Bcarely
cotlectif a conteiuptutous sucer as lie glauced
ait bi adversau'y, %vlio was secumuttgiy
blifing, so bîudly, since vvitiiout lookitg
ut bis cards, lie hitjitei, lauîglied aîwk-
ardiy, audi kept raisiuîg Jake everytiitC,
borrowiug tnoney front Tueker uiitii fitînlly
Jake piautedl down fils nast ntote, «tit Bob
itaviitg covered it, ivas ', cttlledcl As lie

piaceti bis four aces oi1 the tc;u. l, ut'ety

ugl.>r look etunie over the face o! Jutke,
wlio miade a quiek almost intpcrcptoibic

movcmntu witlt ba baud! towards the pack
o! cardas ou bis kIet, but at ait onatconS
clickittg sounil fron the directioni o! BOh'5

chahîl, lie sîtuuily toaseti np Ills cardae x-
ciaimhttg witli n fltnrait laugi, Il Vinît is
tii fir4t tinte 1 c'*eriiiîtistook four alces
for al bluff."

Bob sait ilîotlîiîg, but colieeltig Ills
w'ititigs lie cranitietl tiet 11<0 Itispoceeet

witî the eceeptionu o! the aittout bot-
rouets frotnt Tucker, %vfîfeli lie rciîniti.

go Mfr. Dittlîiuiu ai« " sail! Jiuke ns Bob) roso
undl ade foir tue door, Il Ft deil brok.e."
Bob fhiîig il Couple of sovcrcigîis o1 tlie

labie witlout a w ortI undc itîiucdliîtely
iî'ft, ftic >ooi. Julie gînticcîl ut Bill 'Norris

matit sore -suftly, bttt lthe lutter broke
litu il ' aile> of otfls itsk-fili; lus Coli-

<'rate -%'lietlier lie ivouticake u hit ii
fututr( ünd tI 501 b"fore iikiiig a il-<1 fool
o! liîîîself. Juike passai! over th%~ stroîîg
hiînglige i'itliout niotice ant i linîî g aile
0< flie sovcreigits t0 Taeker tolil film to

get al bottlu o! chiamîpagnie tutt î<rovitie
Nurris undt Iiiself -w itli ît, root> f sîcer

ini.

'fle apart.ueit to wlîiei ITtauli'r cou-
dlteiti e fl i aiuujoittet Nellie's heîirooiq,

beîîîg s<'p'nîitetI thlerefronu by authflit par-
tiiti. Nellit, lîîtl reiiretl for ftic igit,

tatt hnviiig e\tiîigiislieîl liter liglut, was
<lropepliîg off to sloopu, wlieil slle wils -ouseti

bY thte opctiitig of thie chIttagiîe. Thîis
wah, a coalitiîon Occuirrence, aut]sitle iî'ould
speedil> hanve coitioseti hersaI!f ligulin, hllt

ellîe not cauglît souttul o! Mr. Duuiliin's
limite. Nellie %vaus tint, >'ou are awiire, a

reflad girl, asti hiud nullîe o! f lioqc <ice
liotiotis w'liclt peuple lîroper>' bruugltt ait
hiavet, rcgaî'diîîg listttnitig f0 u private coit-
versntio-i, su itihele8sly idliîjîiiîg ont o!
beu! Site SfepW(lu acrosle the 11001- andic
inet lier citr tu tc pitrtitiot.

'Il tel! you," slle hiourd the voice o!.
Jak-, King utuyiîg ii iow totles, -tiat
b>' sitîîrfiîg carive î' ail bu titrO good
lIours lieuid o! Min, as lie lias te go tO
flhe baille, uitîu wue cuit euiiy ho ready
for hittt by tue tinte lie renches Loiiely
Cu-ceL', iihei in jîîst Uic spot for Onr pur-
pos5e, s0 solitutry atud uutfrcîuenteil titat

we îuay but in Sitltîey aitt oit tue seu, bc-
fore tîjere lanIy Witttil O! the, alfitir.*"

I doiit liait like it," w'<s hIe r'epi'
o! Noiris, " but it wuill bie a big haul,
iudtiti Wiortht the risk."

Il Risk 1 there is ie rishi," Jake atuswereti.
"Loacfy Cu-eek is five miles i<îwusy front

tisty%'berc, anti -- " liere tiie sjîenker's
voie wvns loiveretl, 30 titat Nellie COaIl

tîo longer ilistuiguish wlint wtas suiti, but
afin liaci heard cnuitgh to kn'oit flUut rob-
ber>', if itot uturîer, wvae beiîtg piotteti
agnuiwat Bob, aitd sitice tue reputatiou o!

fleu' fatler's flouise was sncb a~s hotumakze
it bottfer neot to court publicity, '<lie lie-
teruîiiîcd te îutivise Bob secroti.y aucd 11cr-
stuule bit cititer te postplone flis jouurtey

back to Euluiong or take anolliet route
tu fInît Ili Loneiy Creek. Site fistencil for-
soute tite longer, !lut the coutepirtors
tÀliketi il suchlu ow toutes tat' eIte c9uIl


