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Professor Young, bosides being himself a teacher of great emi-
nence, holds a high position amongst thoso who bave made our
system of education in Ontario what it is—an object of pride to
ourselves and a model for other countries to imitate. He was born
at Borwick-on-Tweed in 1818, and rocoived his early fraining in
his native place. His education was continued in the Edinburgh
High School, and completed, in so” far as scholastio instruction is
concerned, in Edinburgh University, at which he took the degree
of Master of Arts without having given any s‘riking evidence of
the possession of that keen intelloctual power which has raised
him to the front rank of living
metaphysicians. During his
Edinburgh career he enjoyed
the questionable benefit of
Professor John Wilson's leo-
tures on Moral Philosophy,
and just missed the unques-
{ionable advantage of attend-
ing those of Sir William Ham-
ilton on Logic and Mental
Philogophy. It is quite pos-
sible that the penchant he has
since manifested for the study
of Philosophy might have been
developed at an earlier period
had Sir William’s appointment
taken place o few years before
it did, but it may well be
doubted whether, afier all, bis
position in the philosophical
world would have been as
thoroughly independent as it
is bad it been his lot to come
in his youth umder the influ-
ence of one whose impress on
te mental character of his
disciples has proved so endur-
ing. After leaving the Uni-
versity Mr. Young spent some
time as & teacher of Mathe-
matics, o branch of study of
which he was very ford, and
in which he subsequently became singalarly proficient. After the
disruption iu the Established Church of Scotland in 1848, ho entered
the ministry of the Free Church, having attended during liis theo-
logical courss the instractive and highly suggestive lectures of Dr.
Chalmers. After a brief pastoratc in the Martyrs’ Churoh, Paisley,
ho came to Canada in 1848, and settled in Hamilton, Ontario, as
the pastor of Knox Church. His acquaintance with philosophical
literature and his devotion to that branch of study led to his
appointment to one o tho chairs of Knox College, Toronto, the
subjects assigned to hiso a8 a Professor being Mental and Moral
Philosophy and Logio, besides ono or two departments of Theology.
This position he resigned after a fow years, and shortly afterwards
accepted that of Inspector of Grammar Schools, which he held for
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four yoars and a half with groat benefit to the cause of middle-class
oduoation and crodit to himself. His reports on the condition of
the Grammar Schocls of the Province threw a flood of light on
their intornal condition and management, and made the wrong
tendency of the systemn s0 apparent that the necoessity for remedial
legislution was at once admitted. To attempt to account for the
axistenco of the evil thus desoribed would be to give the history of
the Provinecial Grammar Schools with more of detail than our
space will ~llow. Suffice it to say, that it was due masinly to the
want of adequate inspection during the earlier years of their exist-
enee, and to ansuitable methods of distributing the Government
grant during slmost the wholo period of distribution. The Gram-
mar School system in this Province, singular to say, came into
existence ten years at least bo-
fore any attempt was made to
establish a system of Common
Sohools. For nearly half a
century the schools were al-
lowed to spriug up and develop
with little State aid and equally
little interference in the shaps
of inspection or supervisory
control. In 18568 they became
the recipients of Government
aid, which was distributed on
a plan admirably caloulated to
increase the number of the
schools, but little caleulated to
enhance their osfficiency. In
1865 a change was effected in
the mode of distribution, the
principal efect of which was
-to put an additional preminm
on the study of Latin to at
Jeast a nominal extent. The
schools became in consequerce
crowded with pupils who were
acquiring’neither a good clas-
sical nor 8 good English eda-
cation. The defects of the
training imparted under this
system were laid bare in Pro-
fessor Young's raports of 1866
and 1887, which contained also
many valuable suggestions as
to the best method of remedying them. These wers subsequently
to o reat extent embedied in the School Acts of 1871, 1874 and
1877, and in tho Regulations drawn up between the two latter years
by the Central Committee, which was at that time composed of
Professor Young snd tne 1ligh School Inspectors. The principle
of ¢ peyment by results,” which was prominently put forward in
the reporte nbave mentioned, was fally recognized in the mode of
distributing tho grant which came into operation in 1876 in con-
nection with the Intermediate High School Examination. What-
ever defests may in the light of experience have been discerned in
this scheme, they are in all probability capable of being successfully
Gealt with, bat even at thig stage it is safe to say that with all its
defects it is by far the most complete and effective system



