QU are here,gentlemen, to be edu-
cated for the great and honorable
work to which, by God’s help, you

intend to dedicate the remainder of

your lives. With more or less of
nrevious education and preparation,
you have come up here to gain that
special knowledge and skill which are
necessary for the due performance of
your duties as surgeons and physi-
cians. And here a remark may be
offered which might seem more ap-
propriate at an earlier moment in your
educational history, but which is
never really out of place. It is, that
every professional man should do his
best to have under his special train-
ing, and as its foundation and basis,

a sound and good general cducation.

Without this we are not only likely to

be narrow and contracted in our views

and sympathies, but we shall fail to
gain that firm grasp of the facts and
principles of our own special subject
of which only an educated mind is
capable. It is our business not only
to learn and to know certain things.

This is good and necessary. But it

is our business also to be educated

men, with minds cultivated and dis-
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ciplined so as to have keenness of
perception and discrimination, With-
out this much ~f our labor will be
aimless and unp.ofitable. And al-
though it is desirable that this founda-
tion should be well laid before we
raise the superstructure of special
instiaction, yet much may be done
by an earnest and diligent man to re-
pair the omissions and defects of an
earlier education. Let us only try to
feel the importance of this qualifica-
tion, and we shall find ways and
means of supplying much, at least, of
that which is lacking. Aund the time
which is expended for this purpose
will certainly not be wasted.

Along with this general education
it is most important to foster @ knoze-
ledge and love of Uliteratuve, first and
chiefly, of course, the literature of our
own language, but also, if possible,
that of some other ¢ ~others. On this
subject it were possible to say much 3
but it would never be possible for one
man, or for many men, to say all that
might be said. For a man to use
books merely to learn all that may be
acquired on the special business of
his life would be to condemn his
mind to perpetual sterility. -Litera-
ture humanizes, elevates, refines, en-
riches, strengthens. The companion-



