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16,1861, and of March 1, July 1, and July 16
slihe current year, contains fuil reports of its
ypearance and of its operations.

\l- Conger, however,is of a different opinion,
wi furoishes us with a very minute description
ofthe fnsect, and with hia welancholy foreboed-
s to its destructive qualities.

‘Goable to take for gravted that his deacription
‘kewrreet, and un «illing that erroneous notions
sou'd be circulated without contradiction, I
buxrd & remark or two in contraveation of his
seertions and his theories,

Afe. Conger calls the insect in question a “new
ud formidable looking d-predavor.” If he refers
wthe # Canadian Agriculturist” of August 16,
1661, he will find that it i3 by no weans new.
ez aathor of an article in that uumber, an ar-
te written a twelvemonth awo, says that it
koot probable that it now (1861) makes its
yarapce for the firast time ;” aod another
witer on the same subject in 1846, remarks, “to
pythat wheat is sunject to the presence of
aphides, or plant-lice, is only to state in the case
fwheat what may be affirraed of almost every
ks prodace of our soils.” Neither can I
unit the correctness of the other double epi-
fet; for to such asare acquainted with it, i
sas po very ¢ formidable” azpect ; and the
witer of the article in the ¢Agciculturist,”
“veqaoted, observes, with regpect to its prevai-
~t3 that “there isnot much cause for con-
“n;” and refers analogically to another species
1 the same family, the Aphis fubz which at-
i countless myriads, the bean crops in
“rand, observing, somewhit quaictly, that,

thvithstanding, the Boglish ¢ furiners do no?
<A their bean-crops very light.

But Mr. Conger proceeds with his entomo-
sl digquisition. Alfter describicg the form

deolor of his louse, ag # viewed through a

13" he says, “although we discovered neither
ggor deposit of apy kind, we found the in-
-A30f various ages aud sizes ; the young ones
<@ without wing>, or the appearance of any ;

¢ farther advanced being but partly fl:dged;

dethose of fall growth were fally edsed.,
¥ isa “ Natural History Society” estab-

- in Montreal. Should the eye of any
-aber of that Society, be fo tunate enough to

Jon Mr. Conger's description, that gentleman

0l doubtless, at the next meeting of the So-

5, be nominated for the honor of Fellowship.

—time I ventare, with great hamility, to

%44 that the JAphis is viviparous ag well as

=3rous, and that, therefore, 1f I am correct,

wed-gearcely excite mich sarprise that, al-’

~ghyonig Aphides were found, the broken
_thells which ™ the.obrerver ought; he thickey
v discovered, by the help of his “glass,’
- lmperceptible. din, 88 !
" ¥ partially fledged,’’ and “fnlly'ﬂe’died”
—4 I once more, althost ‘tremblingly; hint

- while some-of ‘those “ihteresting ingects sre |

iin, as ‘to the “une

evidently possessed of wings, some elso, the
greater number, are wha; is cu.'2d aplerous, or
wioglees, and never succeed in raising those ap-
pendager. The wiuged females never, I believe,
lay eggs, but prodace their young alive.

Many other mattera of interest there are con-
nected with the family of JAphides, oi which, by
the bye, there are at least 70 species ; but the
limits usually assigned to a newspaper letier
forbid any greater enlargement, upon thesuhject.

I therefore, in conclusion, direct attention to
Mcr. Conger’s lugubrious, and, I trust ilifound-
ed, peroration ; his peroration i a bane to%bich
Professor Buckland’s letter provides the unti-
dote.

Bat, for the remedy? None is tknown, you
sny. Recollect, and I write tae words with &
feeling , of profoundest reverence, that “ The
things which are impossible with- men are pos-
sible with God.” He who inflicts the diseass
farnishes the means of cure. He whose “great
army” is “ the locust, the cauker-worm, aud the
caterpillar, and the palmer worm,” can, when he
sees fit, withdraw those forces, or cause them to
be overcome. This «phis, 80 much dreaded,
hag enemies more fatal to its existence, than ars
ita own attacks upon the crops. The Ant will
cerry the living Jphis, insect after insect, to its
subterranean cavern, and keep them there, stull-
ed as it were, to feed upon their honey like ex-
cretions. The Ichnewmon plunges her ovipositor
into the body of the Aphis, and therein deposts
her eggs, muny Aphides being thus conrerted
into hatebing-places by a single fly, The littls
beetle, popularly known as the Lady-bird is an
insatiable devourer of JAphides ; as also ars
other insects, in addition to numerous birds.
So that these Plant-lice being peculiarly inactive,
seldom, a8 I believe,—or believed till I read Mr.
Conger’s graphic account of their air-borne pro-
‘pensities, their fleeing to farts aokaowan,’*
which ¢ parts unknown’’ are, I apprehend, the
stomachs of their above named foes—making
use of their wings, snd as they are pursaed in-
cessantly and perseveringly by enemies 8o vora-
cious that one single fly called musca aphidivora
requires at least tiirty Jphides to enable him
to feel a comfortable, after-dinner lassitude, I
think I may take the liberty of endorsivg Pro-
fessor Backland's opinion, and of offering it te
the attention of the Peterboro’ Farmers; in op-
position to that of Mr. Conger,

I am, sir,
Your obedient ssrvant,

Peterboro’ August 16, 1862,

B. A

To rux.Eprror oF THE REVIEW.—Dear Sir,
.—1I observe that-your correspondent B. A., has
taxed his time and ingenuity in criticising my
letter on the appearance of the Plant-Louse,
-published in your paper of the 15thinst. Iw

‘the exercise of that right B, A., hes in:my opis



