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-countries where the economical devo-
tion of tiie is a first principle, there are
comparatively few persons who hmi time
to devote to publie business without re-
muneration. Hence, it is not u. ýom-
mon in these provinces for trustees not
to get tsworn into office as the law re-
quires, nor ever visit the schools at all,
or assist in the selection of t -chere.-
If no complaint is made by the people,
the trustees generally sign the teacher's
report, so as to enable him to draw the
governnent allowance, without inquir-
ingas to his fitnese, or conduet in school.
Dispu tes seldon arise between the teach-
ers and the people, unless the former
ineist upon monev payments for their
stipends, and absolutely refuse to take
soks, mittens, buckwheat, potatoe. etc.
as payment for their services. The gov-
ernient of schools, as now instituted.
generally devolves upon the teachers and
inspectors ; the people and the trustees,
who should be the active and most inter-
ested parties, paying little or no atten-
tion to it ; while the county inspectors
and educational boards do little more
than furnish the government with lists
of figures and long reports, showing the
nuimber of schools, branches taught, the
numbers learning each branch, religious
persuasion and cassification of teachers,
along with a voluminous amount ofother
matters of similar import, which are not
seen, read, or cared for by one out of
every five hundred of the inhabitants.

We firmly believe thatour educational
systems will never assume a standard
comnensurate with the importance of
the work to be done-the education of
the public mind-until county organiz-
ations are established, providing the
means for instructing and training of
teachers in the art of conducting schools,
and lecturers sent to every settlement of
the country, to lecture te the people
upon the necessity of education, and the
best means of advancing it ; the trustees
elected by the people, and their poiers
extended, and their services paid for.-

There are plenty of persons in almost
every parish in the provinces, who are
fully competent to do the duty of trus-
tees and inspectors. In place of paying
inspectors, let the trustees be required
to visit each school in their several par-
ishes, say four times a year, for which
service they should get five shillings for
each viset-amounting to twenty shil-
lings per annum for examining and re-
porting on each sehool in the province.
It will be seen, that by paying trustees
thus, the work would be done one-third
cheaper, and we have no doubt, equally
as well; beeides, the people would have
the direct control of the schools-they
would be considcred establishments of
their own founding and fostermng, which
they should be in all free countries with
free institutions. The provinces are now
burthened with a great number of sec-
tarian academies, etc., drawing large
revenues from the public funds, which
the governmnents do not pretend to con-
trol by appointing inspectors. ' We cer-
tainly eau see no good reason why the
governnent of the schools, and the mo-
ney of the echools-the academies of the
people-should be vestel in the gotern-
ments of the country, and the people at
large deprived of this right.

It is now generally conceded that gra-
tuitous services are hardly worth having,
because seldom well performed. Such
has been the case with trustees of schools.
They have been called upon to perform*
an amount of gratuitous labour, respect-
ing an important duty, without one
shilling for their trouble,-duties which
no other class of parish officers are re-
quired to perform without scmeremune-
ration : it is no wonder that the work is
badly done.

It is high time that the public take a
stand on this point, and insist that the
legislatures invest the trustees of parish
schools with more -exteneive powers, and
pay thema for their trouble. when the
schools would assume a new and more
prosperous aspect.

ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS.
Tims subject is now beginning to as-

sume a more important aspect amonlg
-the more intelligent portion of the inha-
bitants of the lo0wer colonies than it hias
ever doue before. Every one who has

given the subject any attention seems.to
b prepared for the adoption of the as-
sesment principle in support of parish
school education. Those who oppose
the mersure, do so, generally speaking,
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