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seemed for a while to be dozing quietly. At

last lie asked again, ' Who to, did you say ?

'

'Focacci of the Piazza di Spagna, agent

for Magnus and Eickson of London.'

This time, Audouin lay a long while

ruminating in his fevered head over that last

important disclosure. He seemed to take it

in faintly bit by bit, for after another long

pause he asked even more dehberately, ' How
did Magnus and Eickson ever come to hear

of you, Hiram ?

'

Colin thought the time had now come to

tell him briefly the good news in its entirety,

if it was to keep him from dying of disappoint-

ment. * Truman has written very favourably

about Winthrop's abilities as a landscape

painter,' he said gently, «in his "Fortuna

Melliflua," and a great many London dealers

have sent telegrams to buy up all his pictures.

I have been round to the studio this morning,

and sold almost all of them at high prices.


