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curiosity to those who revere his memory. It
stands nine niilus from Alexandria, on the banks
of the river; but we were obliged to make a larger
circuit by land, on account of the numerous creeks
that fall into the Patowmac. We got into the
midst of a thick wood, where several roads cross
each other: unfortunately, we took a wrong one;
it began to grow dark ; and the weather, which
had been sultry hot in the day, became very cold,
a sudden alteration that is frequent in this climate!
Thus uncomfortably situated, we knew not what
to do, as we dreaded passing the night in this soli,
tary forest. After wandering about two or three
hours, I espied a glimmering light through the
trees. This raised our hopes. We made up to
it, and found it proceeded from a small farm-house,
where one of the family was sick : we gained an
entrance, and related our forlorn circumstances.
The good woman took pity on. us, and regaled us
with some salted pork out of her pantry; she then
crowded her family two or three in a bed, in order
to leave one empty for us, and in the morning sent
a negro with us to conduct us to Mount Vernon,
which is an eminence, commanding delightful views
both of land and water.

' The house is only of wood, painted to resemble
hewn stone: it has a long portico, supported by
eight pillars. The dwelling-house is in the centre,
and the offices are contained in the wings, which
communicate by a covered way with the main build-

ing.


