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y- season, at wbich period the broken underwood,
decayed vegetable substances, faJIen branches,

]g bark, and withered trees, are as inflammable as
as the absence of moisture can make them. To
e such irresistible food for combustion we must

add the auxiliary afforded by the boundless fir.
e férests, every tree of which. in its trunk, bark,

branches and leaves contains vast quantities of
inflammable ré'sin.

When one of these fires is once in motion, or
n at least when the flames extene over a few miles of
e the forest, the surrounding air becomes highly
e rarefied, and the wind consequently increases till
f it blows a perfect hurricane. It appears, that the

woods had been on both sides of the north-west
partially on fire for some days, but noý to an
alarming extent until the 7th of October, when it

t came on to blow furioùsly from. the westward, and
the inhabitants along the river were suddenly
surprîsed. by an extraordinary roaring in the
woods, resembling the crashing and detonation of

loud and incessant thunder, while at the same
instant the atmosphere became thickly darkened
with smoke.

They had scarcel time to ascertain the causey
of this awful phenomenon before &U the sur-

rounding woods a peared in one vast blaze, thep


