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disease prevailing at BaySaint'Paul. A volume devoted to La Sainte

Famille came o4t. Ô f the press of Mesplet in 1787.

A. large book printed in' London, 1784, but written by a Canad ian,
_î

as special history in the events of t4ose days. The author, Pierre

Ducalvet,, was j'ust ont -of the hands of Governor -11aldimand whèn he
issued his Il Appel à la Justice," whieh is a critic-iàiià, of-ý.t.be 'administra-

tion of the-colony, rather perso.nal,'somewbat' excessive alio, but an in-
valuable record of certain facts connected with the state. of Canada during
the American Revolution.

In. 1788 Mesplet launched La Gazette Littéraire at the request « a'
certain numbeï of Montreal'gentlemen.' The' sanie year, lames Tanswell

started Le Courrier'de Qùébec, but only i8sued two numbers of that

-publication'.

ý-;A publie library was opened at Quebec in 1785, and was a far.more

serious undertaking, fQr it kept well for a long.period of years. There

wa.s decidedly novement towards three or four branches of studies

8ince peace had been restored to thecountry. Dramatic associations ex-

isted in, Montreùl and Quebee... They pla"yed Molière, and some light

comedies of the time of Louis XV. The maii who seems to have" in-

spired principally tbese efforts-,,.was Joseph Quesnel, a poet,. a musician,

and aperson ofgoodsociety. Ilis. -comedyý'"' colas et' Colinet teî bêcame the

great attraction' of « the, day in Montreal (Il 90), whilst ihe.. people of

Quebec boasted of a troop, of«amateurs who could- not be surp*assed irî any

ýcolony, as they. believed. His Royal Rig4ness. the Duke of Kent, accom-

papied by lieutenant-governirs Clarke and .,Simeoe attended the performý-

ance of lý comtesse d'Escarbagna and * le Xédecin, malgré lui in. Q'ebe-cf,-,

on the 18th February, 1192.. The Prince had ai-rived there during the

previous summer and felt.quite at hôme amongst the livelyQuebeeers.

He was. present at the bcýin"quet'given on the 29th December, 1791, to cele-
brate th e grànting > of a new.political constitution -t à Canada, and, as a

matter of course, he* heard several songs composed..for the, occasion in-
-cluding two sÉecially prepai-ed to welcome - him, and' which MU. -JE-aby

and Amiot ren dered in a most happy. manner.

There was a spirit of literaturein the air. Canadian pamphlets could"

be. seen m t4e han1 'of .many who. had neVer experienced that sort

-of pleasure before. Papiers Sur l'Angleterre refeiTed to'theadminist-ration

of the United Kingdom, apd such readiDg -was apropos, of ôuT nèw con-

stitution. A. long letter fro ' m Bishop Bailly mpon the ýecésêîY of a

niv, gave rise to, discussion and meditation., 'L'ancienne et la

ýnouvelle constitution du Canadà is another, commentary of a political im-

portance,, but indicating a1ý that the Canadians. were able to exprffl

'their ideas, before the world. La nouvelle constitution de France followed
the- à-bove, and the whole province roused, to, listen to, this display of

opinioi». To êroý'M the whoie came Le Magasin à Québ ec, - a rep'ertory

of literature and'science. The Quebec Gazette also- modified it's old'dull


