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Of their Rehion.

IT has bin a common receaved opinion from Cicero, that
there is no people fo barbarous but have fone worlhipp or
other. In this particular, I am not of opinion therein with
Tully; and, furely, if hee had bin amongft thofe people fo longe
as I have bin, and converf.d fo much with them touching this
matter of Religion, hee would have changed his opinion.
Neither fhould we have found this error, amongft the reft, by
the helpe of that wodden profped,* if it had not been fo unad-
vifedly built upon fuch highe land as that Coaft. (all mens
judgements in generall,) doth not yeeld, had hee but taken the
judiciali counceli of Sir William Alexander, that fetts this thing
forth in an exad and conclpfive fentence; if hee be not too ob-
flinate ? hee would graunt that worthy writer, that thefe peo-
ple are fi/fde, fine lege, &fine rege, and hee hath exemplified
this thinge by a familiar demonftration, which I have by longe
experience obferved to be true.

And, me thinks, it is abfurd to fay they have a kinde of
worfhip, and not able to demonftrate whome or what it is they
are accuftomed to worfhip. For my part I am more willing to
beleeve that the Elephants (which are reported to be the
moft intelligible of all beafts) doe wor(hip the moone, for the
reafons given by the author of this report, as Mr. Thomas May,
the minion of the Mufes dos recite it in his continuation of
Lucans hiftoricall poem, rather then this man: to that I muft
bee conftrained, to conclude againft him, and Cicero, that the
Natives of New England have no worfhip nor religion at all;
and I am fure it has been fo obferved by thofe that neede not
the helpe of a wodden profped for the matter.

*The reference here is to Wood's Nere England's Prosoect (p. 70). In regard to
the time when this work was written and published, see ?r. Deane's preface to the edition
in the publications of the Prince Society. Morton makes numerous references to it in the
New Canaan.... The pesent reference is one of the few unintelligible passagesin
the book. Wood's language, to which Morton apparently takes exception, is asfollows:
"6As it is natural to all mortals to worship someth' , so do these people; but exactly to
describe to whom their worship is chiefly bent, is very fficult; they acknowledge especially
two, Ketan, who is their o God, towhom they sacrifice after their garners be full with a
goodcr: upon this Udligewise they invocate for fair weather, for tain lintime of drought,
and for trrecovery of their sick; but if they do nt hear them, then they verify the old
verse, F/etere sisegueo Superes, A cherenta movebo, their Pow-wows beta king themselves
to their exorcisme and unromantick charms. ... by God's permissaon, through the Devil's
help, their charms are of force to produce effects of wonderment." Morton would seem to
have wished to depreclate Wood as an authorityon New England; and so, playig upon bis
name sud the tille of bis book, he implied that ie had taken a much more elevated view of
the re t use tof the Indians than could be 'ustified either by the actual facts or

t 1-àof besinformsed. Being uinte le, tht passage, fromn the word
er" to the end of the paragraph,lisreproduced hèrein all respects, including punctu-

anon, as it is in the text of the original edition.- C. F. A dams.


