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The Prime Minister and the Lords
f
-

==0
broadly, no doubt, as we all do, the 
main facts with regard to our rural 
depopulation. Our opponents are 
èqually familiar with them, and I do 
not doubt that they are quits sincere, 
but I only wish that these facts had 
sunk deeper into their hearts and con
sciences and persuaded them—even at 
the cost of some personal sacrifice, 
m loss of power, and privilege, and 
prestige—to assent to the application 
of a remedy. Wliàt the remedy is is 
not in doubt; the small holder, 
under the most adverse circumstances, 
is not easy to shift, as is proved by the 
experience of the crofting districts. 
Yes, and let me say, that if a crofter 
had now been given access to more of 
these glens and hillsides, which in by
gone days were cultivated and dotted 
with small communities (cheers), the 
suffering and privations, of those fel
low countrymen of ours would soon 
have come to an end, to say nothing 
of the new families which would be 
planted on the soil. But it is not only 
in the crofting districts that the de 
nudattcfri of the population has been 
arrested. Take the case of Aberdeen
shire, familiar to mariy, I suspect, who 
are here. My friend Lord Everslèy, in 
a recent paper read before the Royal 
Statistical society, has pointed out that 
that county, with a cultivated area' on
ly 25 per cent, larger than three south
eastern counties—namely, Berwick, Ed
inburgh, and Roxburgh—has nearly 
four times the number of farmers and 
grieves, and 50 per cent, more labor
ers and shepherds, whilst the total 
number of persons employed on its 
land is 2 1-3 times greater than in the 
counties I havé mentioned. Aberdeen
shire, it is true, has suffered from a 
reduction of. its agricultural . popula
tion, hut it has suffered less than other 
counties. But j now let us look at 
Wales. Wales is a country of small 
holdings, and some 75 per cent, of its 
farms «are of less than 50 acres. Take 
the individual county • of Carnarvon, 
Where 76 per cent, of the holdings are 
under 50 acres; it, too, has lost a num
ber of its agricultural laborers in the 
ten years between 1891 and 1901, but I 
am told that in that county the labor
ers very frequently become small 
farmers—they look upon it 
career—and you will find that farmers 
in that county are . more numerous 
than the laborers. While the percent
age of farmers’ sons who remain at 
home and work on the farm 
markably high, the rural population of 
Carnarvonshire has actually increased 
in those circumstances—actually in
creased during the last census period 
by nearly 4 per cent. The figures for 
two other Welsh counties—Anglesea 
and Flintshire—which are second and 
third in the order of small holdings, 
are even more striking. In the first 
.there has been an increase during the 
last two census periods of 42 per cent, 
in the. number of farmers and-graziers, 
aj)d. of , 42hJ>.er ,oent.. alsot i ia, the -fasrm 
laborers, ; while• in Flint T. the / farmers 
have increased hy' 113 per Cent; and 
the laborers by ,93 per cent. There is 
nothing like it in the whole country; 
nothing approaching it in the United 
Kingdom. Well, then, I aay that points- 
pretty clearly to our remedy, and our 
remedy is hot an illusory remedy, it ia 
not an exotic, it is not a mere philo
sophic, or philanthropic, or fanciful 
remedy. It Is not something put in 
the window, manipulated in order to 
be put in the shop window for politi
cal purposes. It Is a solid and demon
strated fact, and in rejecting it the 
House of Lords have done an evil turn 
to the country. If I left the matter 
here I might be told by certain organs 
of opinion that it was not the House 
of Lords, but the government, which 
compassed the fate of that bill. That 
is a matter of opinion; I have my 
opinion about it. (Laughter.) What 
was the situation at the end of the ses
sion? The bill had been passed by the 
House of Commons, and the House of 
Lords were called upon to say aye or 
no to the second reading of the bill. 
Then came an extraordinary and 
precedented incident; the 
dined to proceed with the Scottish bill 
until the English Small Holdings bill 
was before them. What did that 
mean? It meant a denial of Scotland’s 
title to separate legislation (cheers), a 
denial which, so far as I know, was 
never made before. A new Act of Un
ion was passed (laughter), was thrust 
upon us ad hoc by the Unionist peers 
(a voice, “They want a Jenny Geddes 
to throw a stool at them”), and the 
land from John O’Groats to Land’s 
End was to be dealt with on the 
sumption that my Lord Lansdowne had 
abolished or dried up the Tweed. 
Laughter and cheers.) Next came an 
Ultimatum in which his majesty’s gov
ernment was informed of the condi
tions on which a second reading would 
be given—very gracious of them. 
(Laughter.) The provisions of the bill 
were to be limited to the crofting dis
tricts and some other parts undellned, 
and In place of the principle of fair 
rents and fixity of tenure which 
bill gave to the 
throughout the length and breadth of 
Scotland it was announced that some of 
the provisions of the English bill were 
graciously allowed to be. substituted. 
No human ingenuity could have adapt
ed the machinery to Scotland and to 
Scottish requirements, but that did 
not. matter. It would have been a mere 
mockery to have assented to any such 
conditions. The bill was dead; a post 
mortem inquiry in committee 
not have restored it to life, and there
fore it was dropped. (Cheers).

The Question of Taetios

AT Edinburgh on Saturday, October 
T, Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman opened 

political campaign against the House 
oi Lords, in a speech delivered at a 
large meeting held under the auspices 
ot the Scottish Liberal association.

'Y?. be divided and disintegrated 
at the very outset of her struggle for 
agrarian reform. (Cheers.) I must 
say that if I wanted evidence that we 
were right I could wish for nothing 
better than the prompt and patriotic 
and - unquestioning acquiescence which 
the crofters themselves have shown in 
the course of the discussion, 
regrets more than I do that they must 
wait for the fresh land which is need
ed in many cases to make their hold
ings economically adequate, and for 
the rest of the benefits which our bill 
would have brought them. They have 
watted long, and great has been thetr 
patience, but time, I think, will show 
that they were right and that the only 
condition of securing farreaching and 
permanent reforms Is that Scotland 
shall remain one and indivisible. (Loud 
cheers.) I turn for a moment to the 
criticisms which have been 
against the principles 
of the bill, and here

for one country and another kind of 
machinery and principles for England.
It may be a good debating point, of 
which much could be made In a telling 
speech, I nave no doubt; but the Eng
lish case is in important respects dif
ferent from the Scottish 'case, and I 
need mention only this—that in Eng
land you have a far larger area to deal 
with, and there was no practical ma
chinery like our existing crofting ma
chinery in active operation. Therefore 
we decided that in England the county 
councils should administer the new 
Act in conjunction with the Board of 
Agriculture, and In the same way we 
abstained from cancelling, nay, we-en
larged, the powers of purchase confer
red by the old Act. But, mark you, 
we gave the county councils and the 
Board of Agriculture the very right of 
compulsory hiring, and'I do not doubt 

directed it will be Largely used, which is at 
and machinery present dented to you in Scotland. I

__, „ , . . let me aa;y how have endeavored to deal fully, arid I
™“c„h.are indebted to my right hon. hope fairly, with the chief objections 
tha^Lüî! secretary for Scotland for that have been raised. I hear in prl- 

® p?r‘[nacity adth which vate conversation the most preposter-
*)? the B,111 through the House ous objections raised to that bill, but

f? far 5? t,he crofters they are really not such as can be met 
«f6nf0n°trne<1’ tr6 caracal principles or even tolerated In discussing the 
fvLw?® -7't?8Ure’ 1 mea? !?.r ,rents a"d matter in public. But -I am not going 

tanUre’ Y® adm,tted are ad- to detain you by dlscusatng further the 
S. wtYmIy Jni»™iUîtaïy’ may academic proposition that our bill sets 
b®’ b’still admitted by the opposi- Up a system of dual ownership, and is 
tion. So, too, is the principle of com- therefore pernicious, and we 
pulsory hiring of new tracts of .land going to be deterred from 
fnL 8em1®,nt °« exlstlng h°ld: wlth the evils .of single ownership by

ldJthe°Tef*lloa of ”6" ones And any such bogey. Our consciences are 
™Lme say that the conversion of the dear, and I fancy our minds
v.rL^n a? 5' nn tY® P0U\t 1£ COn; clear as those of our Unties. Clear 
version has really taken place, as I our consciences will remain until it is 
bop?. lt baa, but I could speak with shown to ua that we are doin 
grater certa nty and Judgment if I one of these things, either despoiling 
saw them bringing forth fruits meet the landlord of that to which he is en-
wrston^s^^onsld^abfj totifican’cL" îltled' or Proposing to. treat the larger 
version Is of considerablé significance, farmers to whom every consideration
because m that case the presumption is due with harshness and injustice

spo®t*n* reY 18. the. ,Y mary °r proposing to introduce sonie bad or 
consideration to which man retrograde tendency among these cul- 

abd tivators of the soil. I have detained
5°®3,by ,tb® board, and you give the you a long time on this subject, but 

* c* Scotland who have tQ. &0 there is one question "I would yet ask
those ^omnd vhe^mntb you <° consider, and it is an important
those nqnjad tribes who in the month question which, as it were, hovers over 
of August appear at Perth station ttle whole subiert with their guns and their fishing rods, m® . B subject 
and sometimes in kilts (laughter), but Land Ten

2*» wb‘te knee8' bu£ always Is lt,^ter all, this opposition of the 
with the sporting rent In their pocket. House of Lords and thaUntoniet party 
and distribute themselves over Scot- (a voice, “Rosebery)—is It, after ail, 
land, I had almost said go up to pOS- not due to something else than thé
that we°hi\T^growlyCblund«ed^n0,a:p- ^A tol^'^toî" RosXry’’r"!" U

Irlctswhere the conffl“jto! S to
gether different, and especlalWtothose whtihOtrùrkO^
districts where the landlord,Aies Tits OaAy Ohera at Re time and wOch 
part ungrudgingly In regard to tm- -,a° wmen 
provements, but where none the less ,an unsatisfied demand for small hold- Sd?dhlYÿ almrealheS «hts^Otî, 
lugs does exist That is a perfectly fair mOJ^v^ ^rifn nroZi ’wh»* 
matter ot controversy, although#can- . tYÆ rjîLY. h®'

3sr^»vss^®yspokesman has told us, that ih*.6natt- | r^rmfer tn®f tenant
cktl burden of equipping and managing hîm T ft t ?a^e
small holdings was prohibitive, the vemen0” i ~ a* tY®
discussion which has been going on tor 1Uj a -o tbe
so many months would have been „Sv?8JHlrd bÆ'ufd°,WD'i usedi.T" ^urely 
more profitable.-' ...*£“/£*? .t° ownership, what

ihSkea.it a valuable and precious thing 
pebple Is that we hive hith-

After all, if you have one party to si 7‘‘h p™er ot.
transaction saying “We admit that **!. destinies of the estate, of
such and such a thing should be done; f blbt®ndl?s0‘‘8 allev®lo,?“IPt abd 
but we are not In the position to do it; î.t JL°Yem®?t’ta?1?’ above all things, the 
we recognise and deplore the re- ® per,s0“s ‘° b5 “sso-
sults of our helplessness, but we =jattd ^® p,ropfletor ln the cu‘-
are tied . hand and foot*’—if you tivation or the soil. That is to ray mind 
find that that is the confession that is the trué delation between landlords 
made, and that 1$ clearly how the mat- an<* tenants as we know them ln this 
ter stands, it does surely entitle the country.” (Cheers.) Now, what does 
state to the exercise of a certain lati- n^Baa? ,5^^ .?8,t?le Plaln English
tude of discretion when it comes for-' 7 Wny'it means this, that,
ward in the public interest and en- withstanding all the flaws that time 
deavors to amend “the condition of bas discovered, all the changes in that 
things. I say that the state. In these relation of landlord, and tenant, and 
circumstances, would 'misconceive Its the tar greater change? In the political 
functions were it to regard itself simp- and social habits of the people of the 
ly as the landlord’s agent and under an United Kingdom, Lord Lansdowne and 
obligation to respect his Interests, even great party in the Lords, and Mr, 
to the point of disregarding . larger Balfour and his smaller party ln the 
considerations. The state—and here Commons (laughter)r are still on the 
we are all agreed.—must see that pe- aide of the old patriarchal system of 
cuniary Justice is done to the landlord, land tenure and ownership. I do not 
and that Is the measure of Its oblige- wonder that Mr. Jesse Ceilings Is per
lions in this direction. (Cheat's.) Well, turbed in. bis mind, (Laughter.) No 
then, on what grounds are we to be doubt the patriarchal system has its 
forbidden or discouraged from apply- attractions. It is picturesque. It has 
lug the principles of compulsory hlr- Us root deep ln the past. It Is pleas
ing and fair rente and fixity of tenure ant to point to the good relations sub- 
to 'Scotland? And, generally, remem- slating between landlord and tenant as 
ber that these are the conditions upder they very often do, and If we could on- 
whtcb the cultivator wifi be guaran- ly leave it therè hobody would be 
teed the enjoyment of his Improve- more thankful than his majesty’s pre
nants, and will therefore do his best sent advisers. But I wonder If Lord 
by the land, under which land will be Lansdowne and Mr, Balfour ln their 
made available for new cultivators, Inmost hearts believe that the condi- 
and, ln addition, the whole process will tions under which we are at present 
be carried out on a larger and more l|vlnK are propitious of this hoary doc- 
expeditious scale than if under any trine of the landlord’s unqualified right 
system of purchase. It was said, ln- to control the destinies of his tenant?
deed, that the crofter system was de- L it oe, indeed, this power over the
signed to meet an abnormal condition, fortunes of human beings which gives 
a desperate condition of things, and reality and attractiveness to the own- 
that only the most ignorant and reck- ership of land, are we not justified a 
less of human beings would dream of thousand times in' .striving for a more 
applying it broadcast elsewhere Ik wholesome and honest and manly sys- 
not that accusation or ' assertion based tem' in which men may keep their 
on a somewhat hasty and superficial lndependencs without forfeiting their 
analysis? Tbe fresh air cure Is a rem- homes and their livelihood? (Cheers.)
edy for consumption, but are the Look back over our agrarian history,
healthy part of the people to be for- and how do you find that this, privil- 
bidden on that account to open their ege has been exercised? Often, very 
windows? (Laughter and cheers.) often, I know, it has been exercised 
Water, hot or cold, again, is to be re- under a sense of responsibility and ln 
commended for persons in urgent need a spirit of kindliness and restraint, 
of scrubbing, but I have never heard bUL if you consider the other side of 
the universal application of water de- the shield, it you think of thé families 
precated because desperate dirt yields actually dispossessed from homes ; the 
to' this excellent agent. (Laughter.) clearances and the evictions; the sub- 
Very well, then; the crofters, I suspect, fctitütlon of sport for agriculture (hear, 
are not such exceptional people that' heat) ; the risks that an independent, 
they and they alone are capable of man has been subject to, and is stifi 
benefiting by fafr rents and security Of subject to, when he crosses his land- 
tenure; and If the Unionist party In 'ord’e wishes, it may be In regard to 
both houses of parliament, who claim the management Of his farm, it may 
to have extensive acquaintance with h® in. regard to the disposal*, of his 
agriculture and agriculturists, have vote, I think you will agree that it is 
had hosts of small holders coming to too great a power to entrust, uncheck- 
them and begging them on no account ®d and unqualified, to the hands of 
to bestow these so-called benefits up- individual men. Let-us turn bur eyes 
on them, I wonder how many of these for a moment to a higher field in the 
small cultivators, when they get home general question of government. Is lt 
and discuss the matter among them- not the. same power of influencing and 
selves, find themselves equally relue- controlling men that gives reality and 
tant. Then with regard tp the land- attractiveness to the position -of the 
owner’s position, if you establish small autocratic sovereign? He, also, I do 
holders on these conditions, and so In- not doubt, believes In the excellence of 
crease, as you are bound to Increase, the relations between himself and his 
the effective demand for land and de- subjects. He Is convinced that any 
velop the utility of the land, is the substitution of law for Individual sov- 
owner of that land going to suffer erelgnty, any enlargement of liberty 
in Ws purse in the long run?" T and guarantee of security are changes 

cannot believe lt. It seeme to me con- for the worse and Innovations dictated ‘Church 
traiy to common sense and opposed to by the powers of evil. We, ln this 
all experience. But then our critics country, have long 'since discarded the 
fall back upon another line .of defence, autocratic system of civil government,
They say we are illogical and arbl- and what has been the result ? The ye-
trary ln adopting one set of principles suit has been unspeakable advantages l and I never could see, why

with a house in each of two constitu- lutlon, “it is necessary that the power 
encies should have two votes, while he of the other house to alter or reject 
can only have one vote even it he has bills passed by this house should be so 
a hundred houses in one constituency, restricted by. law as to secure that,
I merely make that little side observa- within the limits of- a single parlia- 
tion to show that we were not asking ment, the final decision of the Com- 
such an atrociously, abnormally unjus- mons should prevail.". Cheers.) Now 
tillable thing as you might imagine let me say a word or two as to the 
from the vigor with which it was op- criticisms which this plea has evoked, 
posed. The agricultural community I do not complain of them in the least, 
have been wronged by what the Lords my Impression is that our proposals 
have done in our Scottish bills and the have .met with a decidedly friendly re- 
Land Tenure bill, and every urban and çeption, and certainly with a most cor- 
rural community in ' England, Scotland dial one from our political friends. We 
and Wales has risen to resent the re- are told, of course, that by- qualifying 
duction of the Land Values bilL That the veto of- the Lords we shall expose 
is a heavy list of sacrifice, a heavy list the country to the dangers and chances 
of sacrifice made to the prejudices and of a single chamber system-. That was 
privileges of the House of Lords. Tes, certain to be said, it was said 12 years 
and the assertion of these privileges, ago; and to anyone interested in the 
if we think of it, means that on many subject I would recommend that he 
and vital points of our common life, should rèad the answer made to it by 
social, economical, political, domestic, Lord Roseberrv at that time, in which 
the citizens of this land have been de- he will see what small account ho 
fraude» of their just rights and llbëf- made of lt. I do not attach fnuoh im- 
ties. Now I said that we suffered, in pertanee tp it myself (laughter), I 
this respect under the previous liberal mean to the objection to the criticism 
government, and the head of the last (renewed laughter), because the pre- 
Liberal government, Lord Rosebery cautions which we propose to take will 
(hisses and some cheers), your good safeguard the country from rash and 
friend and mine (cheers), look up-the hasty action. In the first place, be- 
c.udgels valiantly on behalf of the sides leaving the House of Lords all 
House of Commons, and shortly before their powers of criticism and sugges- 
the defeat of the government he prom- tlon, we give them considerable pow- 
ised that a resolution would be intro- ers, for securing the reconsideration of 
duced asserting the predominance of measures. Let me say in parenthesis 
the Commons. It was never done, be- that the ultimate power reserved 'to 
cause the government were put out. the House of Commons of .passing 
But that was the intention of the gov- measures over their heads WjU in my 
ernment, their declared intention, and opinion act as a sufficient check upon 
I refer to lt now to say that we are the imposition of any dilatory or vexa- 
rr.erely taking up the question where tlous delay by the Lords. And that is 
the last Liberal government left it. not all, we propose to shorten the life 
The resolution was not, I think, as far of parliaments, to shorten the parlia- 
as any recollection goes—having been mentary period to five years, a pro- 
a member of the cabinet I ought to vision very desirable on other grounds 
know was not even drafted by the as well, which, coupled with the power 
late government. But there is a pas- 0f delay to which I have alluded, 
sage in a speech of Lord Rosebery’s, makes it well-nigh Impossible for an 
delivered in 1894, which leaves no impetuous or tyrannical Liberal gov- 
doubt ln my mind that if it ever had ernment, If such a thing ever came in
come to that stage the resolution of 12 to office, to hurry through a measure 
years or so ago would have been fram- passed in a decaying parliament out 
ed on the same lines as the resolution of touch, it may be, with the elector- 
adopted in the month of June by an ate, and as to which the country has 
enormous majority in the present never been consulted. We have known 
House of Commons. These are his decayed governments, decayed parlia- 
worda and they express so admirably ments to pass measures as to which 
the very objects which we have in our the country has never been consulted, 
minds that I cannot do better than It is not Liberal governments that I 
read them. He said: "Remember, ln have In my mind (laughter), but I talk 
the first place, that we have nothing of the dangers of Liberal governments, 
to do with the present constitution of because it is these that are in the 
the House of Lords, we find the House mind of those who make this criticism, 
of Lords as- it stands, we find the And the odd thing is—at least, lt Is 
House of Commons as that stands, and not odd, but it strikes one as odd at 
we desire as the most practical Way first—that lt is only a Liberal govern- 
of effecting the object which we have ment that people are said to be terri- 
in view so to readjust the relations of fie» by, but not the most nervous of 
the present Houses that the deliberate them is the least terrified by the fact 
will of the House of Commons shall that under a Conservative government 

•not be overborne by the House of we habitually live and are ruled under 
Lords." (Loud and prolonged cheers.) a single Chamber. (Cheers.) AJ- 
"In our opinion," he goes on, “the time though I agree that lt is a thoroughly 
has come when the right of the House had system to have single chamber 
-of Lords to impose an absolute veto on governments alternating with double 
-the wishes and the legislation of the chamber government, T think I can un- 
House of Commons’ is forthwith to dertake that under our scheme we 
cease,” and then he proceeds to say shall provide for a -great deal more of 
that the task before the ministers of the second chamber element than you 
the day was to see to the predomin- ever heard of during Unionist admitt
ance Of the elected house over the istration. 
hereditary house. Now in the resolu
tion of June that is precisely the prin
ciple, though I admit that our words 
are milder and less aggressive, but 
that Is precisely the principle to which 
we give effect, and by affirming It the 
Commons have for the first time in 
history asserted their true position in 
the constitution, and Insisted that the 
veto of the Lords should te limited.
This is a tremendous step forward.
So far from wishing to diminish its 
Importance to speak of it as less than 
it is, I wish to dwell upon its Impor
tance.
this great majority has given its au
thority to the express opinion that the 
veto of the' House of Lords should be 
limited.

to the crown and to the people. (Hear, 
hear.) Loyalty and liberty have equal
ly been alike increased and developed 
among us. Let us apply the same les
son to the land. (Cheers.) We have 
had some hand in stopping the party 
which holds such views from the im
position of food taxes, which would 
have answered their purposes exceed
ingly well, and before we are done I 
hope they will see that the doctrine of 
opposition to the sovereignty in re
spect of the land and the cultivators is 
also one that had better come to an 
end. (Hear, hear.) -J

The Land Values Bill

Following is a verbatim report of the 
address, taken from the columns of the 
London Times ;

Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, who 
loudly cheered, said;—Sir Robert

No one

puilar, ladies and gentlemen,—With 
ail my heart I thank you for your cor
dial greeting, and I well know that 

enthusiasm is directed, not to me 
personally (cheers, and Cries of “Tes”), 

to the high office which it is my 
henor to hold, nor to the government 
for which I. speak, but to the high po
litical causes and purposes which you 
have assembled in such number to 
support and advance. (Cheers.) We 
are Id do huDior, you and I, to spend 
the time in complimentary phrases; Ï 
know you pretty well and what you 
have come here for. We have certain 
definite tasks on hand, Imposing upon 

public and patriotic duty (cheers),

even

Time will not allow of my saying all 
I could wish as to the way the House 
of Lords have treated the second of 
our bills affecting the land. I must re
serve that for some other opportunity. 
The Land Values bill, which Was in
troduced by our friénd the Lord Ad
vocate, has shared the fate of the 
Small Landholders bill. The principle 
which it embodied was demanded by 
most of the municipalities of the Unit
ed Kingdom, and it has been assented 
to twice by a Conservative House of 
Commons under the late government. 
Now, the House went in advance of 
our bill, because on both occasions it 
voted for measures actually authoriz
ing the imposition of a rate on site 
values, and, besides that, the second 
rekding was gvien to a Scottish Land 
Values bill in 1905. And yet this bill 
of ours, which did no more than throw 
bn the local authorities the simple duty 
of valuing the land apart from the 
buildings and Improvements on its 
surface, was Incontinently rejected, and 
I Say that this rejection was a piece 
of arrogance and 
which went to the extreme point of 
the pretensions of the House of Lords. 
Tes, because that House has no con
cern with rating, and this was a pre
liminary to a rating measure and an 
indispensable preliminary 
(Cfieers.) Our hands are tied by what 
has happened. Not a step further has 
been taken by any local authority in 
the United Kingdom.
Lords, lt would seem, know more about 

affairs in Edinburgh, and the àf-

u? a
and I can best occupy your time in 
dealing with some of those undertake 
ing? and lines of policy with a view 
tn clearing our own minds upon therd, 
and possibly to doing something to 
clear the minds of other people as well. 
(Laughter.) Our grateful feelings to
wards each other, and our confidence 
in each other—these we may take for 
granted when we have so much urgent 
business to discuss. Sir Robert, you 
have referred to the past two sessions. 
I am not going to say much of what 
the government have accomplished, al- 
though a good deal could be said on 
that head. We have passed many laws 
settling and solving problems which 
l ad baffled legislative effort again and 
again. Our two sessions of strenuous 
work have produced both in mass and 
in quality as much as some entire par
liaments have been able to do. We 
have done something at least to en
large the bonds of liberty and self- 
government throughout the empire. 
We have given practically plenary 
self-government to those Qf our South 
African fellow subjects (cheers) whom 
hut a few years ago, under other cir
cumstances and under other influences, 
we were meeting in the stricken field 
of war. We have shown our disposi
tion to bring the people of India grad
ually into our councils as regards their 
own Indian affairs. We have quench
ed our traditional jealousy with Rus
sia in an arrangement settling those 
delicate frontier questions in Asia 
which have been for generations, a 
source of friction, and difficulty, and 
cost to both powers. , I name this 
merely as being the most recent exhi
bition of that peaceful and friendly 
feeling which we wish to. maintain un
iversally. Debt has been reduced; a

are not 
grappling

are as

high - handedness

to it.

The House of

and Ôwnerahipas their your
fairs at Manchester and Glasgow, and 
how they should be managed, than the 
municipalities of those great centres, 
which feel where the shoe pifiehes and 
labor under the increasing administra
tive and financial impediments which 
the present system places in their way. 
Shall we learn something—possibly we 
may, and it may give us a little hope-L- 
from what I would call the parable of 
Westminster bridge ? Tou may re
member how not very long ago the 
Lords decided, that the tramways from 
south London must not be brought 
across Westminster bridge, almost un
der their windows, and along the Em
bankment. They thought it better that 
the people who çross the bridge in 
thousaade-end tons of thousand» every 
day should trudge on foot t6 and from 
their work. But the Lords were-sub
sequently frightened by the outcry 
which their proceedings had raised, 
and they repented, and after a time the 
tramcars did cross the bridge, and now 
the majority of the House of Lords is 
daily outraged by the spectacle of an 
interminable procession of crowded 
tramway cars. (Cheers and laughter.) 
What they have done now is an infi
nitely graver matter, affecting the 
health and the housing of every town 
and the financial problems of every lo
cal authority in the kingdom. They 
have blocked, not one bridge, but the 
progress and the ordered development 
of every community in the land, 
were the results of their action a 
ible to the eye, and did they make as 
potent an appeal to the imagination 
as the closing of Westminster bridge, 
the House of Lords would repent in 
sackcloth and ashes before another 
parliamentary session, had gone by, 
(Chjeers.) I hope they will, but I con
fess I have no sanguine hopes. Never 
was the House of Commons treated 
with greater, contempt by the other 
house than in this instance, never did 
the claims of property find a more 
willing an» obsequious agent than in 
the House of Lords as we know, it to
day. In rejecting this bill the House 
of Lords, who represent, and it is their 
express claim that they do represent, 
landed property, as before and against 
all other, were rallying to the immuni
ties and privileges of their class, and 
that is why I do not feel sanguine 
about their abandoning their opposi
tion easily. Well, it is a melancholy 
and discouraging fact that within so 
short a space of the general election 
we should see that great demonstra
tion of opinion, that great constitu
tional verdict of public judgment, re
versed and set aside by these irre
sponsible gentlemen who call them
selves a revising Chamber.

ure

is re-

tkginhine- has been made its the _ re-_ 
âtrtrldi tt '*xj»fe»Kûrêf'hna»<he'lights 
'fiingj of taxàttoii. A great 'advance 
Yus been made in administrative " and 
social reform. We have tried to intro
duce more practical methods of trans
acting parliamentary business—thkt is 
to say, we have done what we could 
in this respect in that house for which 
alone we have some degree of respons- 
loility. (Laughter, and à voice, “Go 
on.") Well, that Is a good record, and I 
do not dwell upon it, for what is 
permost in our minds is not what we 
have done, but what we have failed to 
do, and failed through no faintness of 
heart and no weakening of conviction 
• n our part, but from, causes beyond 
our control: (Cheers.) As Scotsmen, 
"hat do we see in the recent session 
rf parliament? We see a session of 
legislative wreck, months of inquiry 
and labor thrown away. Two measures 
strongly desired and loudly demanded 
hy our countrymen have been lost, the 
Small Landholders Bill and the Land 
Values Bill. As far as these are con
cerned the Conservative government 
might just as well have been in power, 
and indeed so long as the House of 
Lords stands—(At this point a gen
tleman sitting in the front row of the 
stalls rose and in an excited manner 
shouted, “Down with Toryism. Down 
with Rosebery, he has no mandate. 
Down with the Peers, sweep them out 
°f existence. Tou are not master in 
your own house, Sir.” At this there 
was some uproar, and criés of "Put 
him out" and “What is he doing here?” 
The attendants presently succeeded in 
Obtaining silence.) The prime minis
ter, continuing, said:—I say that as 
long as the House of Lords stands 
where it; does the Conservative baity 
is never out of power. (Cheers.) I 
have no apology to offer you, there
fore, for doing what I propose to do 
today, and that is to examine 
some fullness the political 
created by the House of Lords in 
spect of these two bills. (A voice, “Put 
them down.”)

Reform of the House of Lords
Then we are told that the sound line 

of procedure would have been to ask 
the House of Lords if they would be 
so obliging as to reform themselvets. 
(Laughter.) Well, I reply that they 
have had ample leisure in which to do 
so, If they had chosen, but they have 
not chosen.

The Duty of the State

up-

They could have delegat
ed their legislative powers to a select 
number of competent persons In the 
same way as they had delegated their 
Judicial power. They could have taken 
steps to reform the composition and to 
enlighten the understanding of that 
ancient House (cheers), and they 
might have saved us from doing what 
we propose, it they had only had the 
wisdom and understanding to 'do it 
for themselves, by passing a self-de
nying ordinance and refraining, as the 
Crown for 200 years had refrained, 
from exercising the power of veto. 
(Cheers.) Therefore, when we have 
been knocked down and trampled upon 
while I am Christian enough to hope 
that they wifi reform their ways, I 
deem it wise from prudential cansid- 
erations to call In the aid of the law 
in the first place (laughter and 
cheers), so that there may be no rep
etition of such accidents, 
objection to their reforming them
selves as soon as they please, but I 
have the greatest possible objection 
to taking that reform for granted and 
leaving the Lords to be a law unto 
themselves. If you ask me, as you 
would be justified ln doing, what stops 
we propose to take to give effect to 
this resolution, I will tell you. 
propose in the first place, to give the 
House of Lords a further opportunity 
of considering the bills which they 
have rejected, and by so doing, you 
will observe, we shall only- be acting 
in strict conformity 
solution.

It is our Intention, therefore, early 
next session to send both the Small 
Landholders. Bill and the Land Values 
Bill back again to the House of Lord*. 
(Cheers.) It may be desirable to hold 
a conference as proposed in the plan. 
I do not know. (Laughter.) Certainly 
the House of Commons will not be 
asked to devote much time to these 
measures. The House has already 
passed them by enormous majorities. 
They will be reintroduced and passed 
pro forma whatever the Issue may be 
so far as these and other bills which 
may be rejected are concerned, 
course the grand Issue must ultimate
ly go to the country. It Is quite pos
sible. Indeed I think highly probable, 
that before that comes the Lords will" 
have an opportunity of discussing the 
Bill giving effect to our resolution, 
and that Bill 1 venture to predict will 
be passed by the House of Commons 
by majorities as large as the majority 
for the resolution this summer. But I 
repeat what I have said, that for the 
final word of warning an overwhelm
ing demonstration of opinion which 
will be needed—though I trust lt will 
not be, I think better of their wisdom 
(a voice, “We’ll be ready,” and cheers) 
—before the Lords will pass the bill, 
we will, if necessary, appeal to the

comes I 
vain.

(Loud and prolonged cheers.) Tou will 
meet the forces of privilege by enthus
iasm; you will break down the citadel 
of private interests by that public 
spirit, that spirit of devotion to public 
causes, which makes us proud 
thankful to be Liberals (cheers).

and, 
as vig-

not- The House of Commons byown

The Government’s Plan
Before asking the House to pass this 

resolution I gave an indication of the 
plan proposed for embodying it in 
practice, and I think it might not be 
misplaced and not without its use if I 
give a very short account of what that 
plan is. I only give, of course, an out
line. A bill is sent up to the House of 
Lords, the Lords disagree to Its pro
visions, and threaten fundamentally to 
alter them or to reject the bill. Under 
our plan a conference will be held be
tween members appointed in equal 
numbers by the two houses. It would 
be a small conference, it would be pri
vate, and, although its decision would, 
of course, not be binding on the gov
ernment of the day, each party would 
be in a position well adapted to enable 
them to negotiate and see for a com
mon measure of agreement. Suppos
ing this conference to be unproduc
tive, the bill, lt might be the same bill 
with or without modifications, or a 
similar bill with the same object, 
would at the discretion of the govern
ment be reintroduced after a sufficient 
Interval. I named an interval of pos
sibly six montha such an interval as 
elapses between the end of one par
liamentary session and the beginning 
of another. It would then be passed 
through it» various stages in the Com
mons under suitable limitations of 
time, and then sent up again/so. as to 
afford the other house a second and 
an ample opportunity for reconsidera
tion. Should there again be a deadlock 
a conference might be summoned, and 
it this wet-e unproductive our proposal 
is that the bill .should then be rein
troduced in the Commons, and passed 
swiftly through all the stages' It had 
passed in the preceding session, and 
sent to the other house with an inti
mation that unless passed in that form 
it will be passed over their heads. 
(Loud Cheers). As proof of the wide 
limits—(at this point there was an in
terruption by an occupant of the gal
lery). Might I quote you a line from 
the “Rejected Addresses"?—
“A man who, seeking silence,1 silence 

hoots, ...
Is apt to cause the hubbub he imputes.”

un
peers de-

I have no

as-

with 
situation We

re-

The Scottish Landholders Bill 
'Now, you know quite well the motives 

which induced us to bring forward the 
Landholders Bill, and the aims we had 
in view. To read some of the speeches 
°n the subject one would think that 
- e were declaring a vendetta against 
the landowning class, and that we had 
>' also in our minds to use these bills.

go^d the House of Lords into a 
tate. of anger and resentment, and 

into a course of action which, even if 
't might turn out to be fatal to our 
deelcred object, would be serviceable 
t 1 the Liberal cause in the constituen- 

These puerilities of politics

The Dominant Political Fact
This is the dominant' political fact 

of the day (loud cheers),, it overshad
ows everything else. The government 
may be powerful in the House of Com
mons, powerful in the country, power
ful,‘as I think we may claim for them, 
abroad—I think we may say that with
out boasting (cheers)—but as a legis
lative instrument lt lives on suffer-, 
ance, and, when its measures clash- 
with the interests of members of the 
other house, - the House of Commons is 
made to realize that.it is a subordinate 
chamber, and its decisions are treated 
as of no account. This Is no new af
fair. The last Liberal government, 12 
or 13 years ago, felt lt fully; they suf
fered in the same way; but, although 
then they had , only a majority of 40 at 
the outside,* while we have a much, 
larger majority (laughter), f do not 
think that they suffered to the 
degree that ft has been 
suffer. Since we cause into office, if 
you consider it, the" * Lords have de
stroyed the English Education bill, the 
Plural Voting bill, and the two Scot
tish Land bills, besides seriously im
pairing the Evicted Tenants (Ireland) 
bill and the English Land Tenure bill. 
Look at this list and see what the 
loss of these bills entails. The children 
and the schools have been wronged. 
Why? Because educational advance
ment and the composition of the 
llgious difficulty In England would 
have entailed some encroachments up
on the privilege of the Established 

(CheerS.) The elector has 
been wronged. Why? 
privileges Of property would have suf
fered by confining one man to no more 
than one vote. ' I do not myself see,

man

with our own re-our
small cultivator

could
are

ooined by persons, not perhaps foolish 
tb-mselves, for the consumption of the 
feeble-minded. What are the facts? 

o Scotland, as well a s'in England, we 
1 eve suffered, and have long suffered, 

•n i the decretion of our rural poptt- 
■itinn, ahd, so far as human agency 
'in avail to remedy this great mts- 

’“f and danger, as we think it, we 
ed to remedy it. That is the 
and Omega of the bill which the 

*'0 Of Lords has seen fit to destroy, 
the net result of their action is 
for the time being the mischief 
continue, and those country peo- 

"ii0 for lack of land are compelled 
attainst their will to go into the great 
• or to emigrate beyond the seas, 

ne deprived of the portion of their’ 
e land which under our bill would 

[ ■' "“en to them an anchor of
' It is

Of
I was assailed at tite time with great 

vehemence for saying that considera
tions of tactics as well as of policy 
had led the government to ■ this de
cision. The opposition, I suppose, have 
a soul above tactics (loud laughterand 
cheers), and these belated friends of 
the small cultivator, these gentlemen 
who loudly and persistently opposed 
all the Crofter Acts, who during their 
20 years of office never raised a- finger 
to help the crofter—they, forsooth, 
profess to be indignant at our defraud
ing the poor crofters of the benefit 
which they might have reaped under 
a limited bill by the kind indulgence 
of the House of Lords. Well, I am ra
ther sceptical as to the good the crof
ters would have got out of It. But 
surely we should have proved our
selves poor generals If we had forgot
ten that tactics must be met by tactics 
(cheers), and we should have been un

to- the interests of Scotland If we

same 
our fate to

(Laughter and cheers.) But as an In
stance of the wide limits of our for
bearance I might add that even at the 
eleventh hour If the Lords were in the 
mood to bring matters to an adjust
ment our plan would provide for 
bringing them once again to a confer
ence. But the essence of the plan, as 
you will see, is that It gives effect to 
the resolution passed in June, and. car
ries out the principle that, in order to 
give effect to the will of the people as 
expressed by their elected representa
tives, this is the very text of the reso-

re-secur-
a most melancholy and la- 

t -n'a:ile state of things, and I ...
1 ! a grievous wrong has been done 

3mall cultivators, yes, and what 
re, a wrong to our country, which 

A ; 30 much of its fibre and its true
-trength from the class td which had allowed the tactics of our oppon- 

(Cheers.) Well, you know ents to prevail, and had suffered Soct-

country. When that day 
know we shall not appeal insay

Because the
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IA TO OPERATE
emerald mines

to Take Hold and 
'Precious Stones fo/

> Own Benefit

despatch to the New Tork 
1 tnTbe Qerman minister 
it to his government a de 

on the emerald mines it ie department of Boyaca* 
s have undergone mat*

away fromwere at first held by Bo? 
irked for its benefit in a« 
t of way. Then the ns* 
nment laid claim to them 
ere shiftlessly worked bv 
session holders. Until the 
revolution nobody paid 

n to the workings or the 
stones taken from them 
have been leased to a 

syndicate for five year-
government supervision lé
er the output. It is the
the administration when 

lires to take up the work- 
dnes on its own account 
mining village a narrow 

to the mines, about 350 
side of a Steep mountain 
it shows a great variety 
minerals, slate and 

ost prominent.
Ids are found In a fossllif- 
one which shows in grev 
lg the darker rocks. The 
led to get at the gems by 
s into the hill following 
row the open cut has been 
the rock is terraced from

country broke

quartz

l the mountain there are 
tercourses. These
artificial reservoirs and 

of them six miles long, 
down to the mine. The 
ater is so great that even 
ns there is sufficient to 
rations.
s are pulverized the de
led into slime and, car-

vater dawn the mountain 
klmero, far below, which 
ng to sea. The gems are 
the washing troughs by 
eep breaking up the rock 
(mailer, so that nothing is

more than 100 peons are 
'hey receive twenty-five 
er, equivalent to twenty- 

day in United States 
es food, shelter and free 
idance.
lem can stand the work 
he intense heat, especial- 
ttom of the great pit of 
d the working in water 
down rapidly, and they 
if the local fever.' e

under canvas awnings 
leaves over their heads 

e glare of the sun, but as 
rs on the atmosphere in 
rises to a temperature of 
legrees, and it becomes 
that of a Turkish bath 
evaporation from the 

! and the slime, 
age of the work the syn- 
tors watch the peons

Every stotte i* ,turned 
. -the instant. it Is fc.'nniV 
it and report It tof the 
ifficials.
>r three years ago itFSvas 
it the Muso mines were 
xhausted, but this was 
: of inefficient methods, 
eralds to the value of not 
00,000 in gold were taken

R FARM LIGHTS

ims to Be the One Most 
Used

I turn to acetylene light 
I they do to the sun, so 
las declared, because of 
I Instruments to be a per- 
Iture ln a hundred Ways 
I to be the same as the 
[they have always 
[the glorious orb of day. 
bsene was the first rung 
I of advancing illumina- 
leps had to be taken be- 
|was reached ; but when 
[reached in acetylene the 
E was reached also. This 
[ns everything to the 
e where intelligent con- 
[given not only to com
me education of children, 
p question as to the duty 
| of providing a perfect 
[children. It makes their 
ly more attractive. It 
I excuse for carelessness 
[essons. It tempts the 
[ood books. It enlivens 
Infers of the family and 
Ion versa tlon. better, and 
he reading widens the 
bwledge. This reading 
I language of the family, 
pot stop to think that a 
lage is the language of 
L and if he hears good 
len intelligently in the 
h never need a grammar, 
luld guard these formu-. 
[of childhood and youth, 
lid curb our own tongues, 
|r own words with care,
I enough to know words 
kanings, and give the 
[benefit of this. We can
to thout good light 
rom the farm may, ln 
find herself In social sur- 
lich call for a good edu- 
gence and knowledge of 
at she may best carry 
pork, and be an honor to 
I It is a fact that the 
p cannot produce the 

material in its children 
treat positions of the tü- 
phe country home used 

means to aid them, and 
png these means is good

rr

; the country home has 
nation. It has furnish- 

st men. Will any think- 
tnd father deprive their 
pportunity by sending 
e world with defective 
lout a thorough edùca- 
great world facts which 

ie from good reading in 
Certainly not.

country 
sis and stores are light- 
lene plants.—Northwee- 
irist.

Onii homes,

He Was Smooth
let I was talking -to;” 
lor at the prison, “seems 
th kind of a man.”’
I responded the warden, 
hvas ironed when he got
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