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 Provincial
Legislature

The House Sits Moming, After-
noon and Night to Dispatch
Business.

Prorogation Is Set For This
Afternoon at Three
0’clock.

The legislature resumed its session at
10:30 o’clock yesterday morning without
the benefit of the clergy, the parson who
ghould have read prayers having come
too ‘late. And so the petitions from
the Slocan and other mining divisions of
the Kootenay against the appointment
of the proposed mining commission were
immediately read and ordered to be
printed. Similar petitions from Ross-
land, Greenwood, Moyie and other
points, all numerously signed, were also
presented by Messrs, Curtis and E. C.

mith. A petition was also presented |

. Lo : g™ £

Hon. Mr. McBride then presented a
return of all complaints made to his de-
partment relating to the Atlin mining
district. This was received, ag was also
apother return relative to the Burnabx
small holdings, which was presented by |
Hon. Mr. Wells.

On motion of Mr. Neill, it was ordered
that a return be made of the names and
approximate location of all Indian re-
serves on Vancouver Island.

The Labor Regulation Act was then
reached. This was Mr. Helmcken’s bill,
and was aimed at the exclusion, by
means of a reading test, of Chinese an
other undesirable laborers from employ-
ment upon works carried on under pub-
lic franchises granted by the legislature.
In the absence of Mr. Ralph Smith, the
introducer of the bill offered his amend-
ment, which was intended to cover the
operation as well as the construction and
carrying on of such works. This was
accepted by the house. The committee
then reported the bill complete with
amendments.

On the third reading of the bill, Mr.
Meclnnes moved in amendment that &
clause be added extending the operation
of the bill to all companies incorporated
in the province, whether they pos
franchises or mnot. This amendment,
which had been rejected on a previous
occasion, was again voted down on the
following: division: 4 A

Ayes—Messrs.  MclInnes, Gilmour,
Stables, B. C. Smith, Oliver, Brown,
Martin, Curtis, Munro and Green—10.

Nays—Messrs. rner, Dunsmuir,
Eberts, A. W. Smith, Clifford, Fulton,
Tatlow, Garden, Mounce, Taylor, H_un~

" ter, Bogers.;Mnr%hy, Pooley, McBride,
Wells, Prentice, Kidd, Neill, Helmcken,
Hall, McPhillips and Ellison—23.

TPhe bill was then read a third time
and finally: passed. .

On, the = committee work upon the
Meclkanic.’ Lien Law being resumed,
Mr. Oliver took the chair. Mr, Curtis
had the bill - in ‘charge, but various
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d | would not convince the ordinary people.

F
all in vain. These attempts would have
but ome result, namely, the tearing
down of the federal system altogether,
and the bringing of the province into
contempt. Besides, the Dominion gov-
ernment had passed statutes upon this
subject generally and regarding the Chi-
pese in particular, and thus under the
particular section of the B. N. A. Act
would be of no effect. If such legis-
lation were reasonably possible it would
have his every support, but he consid-
ered that the dignity of the housesand
its . influence at Ottawa should not be
weakened by passing such measures as

present measure. Here was a clash; and
others could as easily be found. The act,
too, might be found to be within the pow-
ers affecting trade and commerce. For
example, an African coming here and in-
vesting his money in some industry would
be affected by it. He made these sug-
gestions only to point out the facts, be-
cause it was the duty of his office to do
g0. No precedents could be found, how-
ever, and so the case Was m‘uqh more
difficult. Notwithstanding all this, how-
ever, the measure might have a very ben-
eficial effect, It would be a very strong
remembrancer to the authorities at Ot-
tawa of what-the people of this province
so heartily desired. y

Hon, Mr. Turner raised the point that
punishment might be taken for furging of
the fault, -and so the right to reside in
the province might be won by suffering
punishment might be taken for purging of
certainly be a strange state of affairs.
Again, what effect would it have mpon
the present residents of the province?
They.-had rights here which should not
be lightly disturbed. 4

Mr. Curtis—Do you want to object to
the bill applying to those? ‘

Hon, Mr. Turner—Possibly I might.

Mr. Curtis—Then you' have had a
change of heart since your famous pro-
Chinese speech here,

Amid a good deal of laughter Hon. Mr.
Turner repudiated this sally and resumed
his chair.

Mr. Martin, rising to a question of

everything, and so if the Mongolians
driven out of th

the province will be stimulated.
Hon. - Mr. Turner

ruled out of order. i
To this Mr. McPhillips pointed

of the revenue of the crown.

After a brief discussion’ upon
Point, Mr. Speaker ruled that it was
well - taken. °

The bill, Hon.

Mr. Martin was surprised that the
house had no intimation as yet as to the
policy of the government upon this gques-
tion. /This question, like that of the
Labor Regulation Bill of Mr. Helmcken,
was a most important one, and these
bills the government had permitted privs
ate members to bring in, and that with-
out saying a word about their policy. The
opimion of the Minister of Justice had
been read to them, but this opinion had
no binding authority. It was time enough
to hear this opinion when the constitu-
tionality of thie act was broughg: into
question. He did not consider the
test provided by the bill was a very ef.
foctive one, still’ the measure ‘was in the
right direction and would receive his sap-
port. -

Mr. Brown thought that whatever
mights be  said against the measure, and| privilege, pointed out that as leadex of
it might perhape ot turn out to  be|the opposition, he should have a chance

holly' co ional, it was worth whilej to reply to the speeches of the ministers,

- bill, 1t as oken so-late in the
| o chance, “““Imore objectionable than were th
8 ‘here interrupted, as he|Caucasians of Mr. MclInnes’.
n to attack the administration un-
der cover of his question of privilege,
and after some little confusion, the de-
bate ended.

The question wae then put and carried
on the following division:

Ayes: Messrs. McInnes, Gilmour, Sta-
bles, E. C. Smith, Oliver, Kidd, Neill,
Brown, Martin, Green, Curtis, Hall,
Helmcken, Garden, Tatlow, Hayward,
Fulton, Clifford; Ellison, Eberte, Duns-
muir, Turner, Wells, McBride, Prentice,
Muvrphy, Rogers, Taylor, Mounce.

Nays: Messrs. McPhillips, A. W.
Smith and Prentice. ,

The house than adjourned at 12:45
o'clock. ]

AFTERNOON SESSION.

After prayers by Bishop Cridge, the
Premier moved the suspension of the
rules in order to facilitate public busi-
ness, and on leave Mr. Oliver introduced
a bill amending the  Municipalities
Clauses Act. This provided for the cor-
rection of a clerical error, and was at
once read a first and second time and
staged on to its final reading.

Mr. Ralph Smith ‘here essayed to in-
troduce his resolution regarding the set-
tlers on the E. & N. railway lands, but
the house having decided to proceed
again with the orders of the day, the mo-
tion was stood over and the Immigration
Act at once resumed in committee.

Mr. Taylor took the chair, and the
member from New Westminster intro-
duced the following additional amend-
ment, with a view of avoiding a conflict
with Dominion legislation: upon this sub:
Ject:. .

“That the act shall not apply to any
person the terms of whose. entry into
Canada have beer fixed or whose exclu-
sion has been ordered by any act of the
,parliament of Canada.”

To this Mr. Tatlow agreed, as he did
not wish to have the measure unneces-
garily exposed to the dapger of disallow-
ance..

z He;ae Mr‘:’ Ei.[cPlhilliplsl igbjee_wd that the
ard to the pres-|amendment simply nullified the messure.| y

the pres- : apanese guestion,
gr:f: to be hat M )ﬁl

false name, Intended to keep
Asiaties, in reality it tended to keep

the industries of the province.

fields should not

act as hewers of wood and drawers
water, The term “Caucasians”
then dealt with by the Minister
Finance.

mwany mixed Asiatic races.
sidered was very applicable here.

LW s right direction ‘and should
be given a fair trial.’ It might be well
to notiee, however, that the Dominion
government was taking some steps‘in this
matter, as was shown by the faet that
certain undesirable immigrants were be-
ing etopped in the BEast, and the corre-
spondence of the Dominion government
with the Imperial authorities had led to
a one-column article appearing in the
London Times upon the subject. There
could be little doubt of its importance in
English eyes after that.

Mr. Kidd thought that the arguments
of the junior member from Vancouver

a8 in ‘the

record. He was continually stirring

in.line with that record.
tionary and injurious to the cxtreme.
Mr. Oliver stated that

out the Chinese, but this bill was

in the committee stage he could not &
port it.

It was distinctly a lawyer’s plea, When
it was remembered how the glorious con-
stitution of the Empire had arisen, all
would readily see that it was in just such
beginnings as these that progress had
oviginated, and he would be glad to see
this province make its start similarily.
Some years ago there had been a theory
advanced that cheap labor was the pro-
per thing. But this was now generally
recognized to be a mistake, and all classes
appeared similarily interested in the
mamtenance of a fair wage. This was
of course an impossibility so long as
white labor had to compete with the
cheaper Asiatic. There is no need of go-
ing into the question of the inadvisabil-
ity of a mixed population; the evils ot
that were almost daily apparent in the
despatches that were being received from
the Southern States.. To prevent this,
all that was necessary now. was to get
the Dominion government to pass a meas-
ure similar to the Natal Act, and the
present bill, if carried, might have some
weight in urging it upon them.

Hon. Mr. MecBride thought that Mr.
Martin should not feel badly because the
government had not introduced the bill
The present government did not follow
in the steps of a former one. In 1899
no bills were introduced except by the
members of the government, but to-day
things are changed, and as leader of the
opposition, the hon, gnﬂemﬁn was intro-
ducing nothingip Wi

be inserted in place' thereof.

day six months” would make.

any amendment tending to mutilate

was offered, to the same effect.
out that the

stirring up this question of
Japanese labor.

is one that will not down. It will

reduce the wages of white labor.
question might
ers themselves,

Chinese be driven out.
tion of the word “Caucasian”
very article from which the
man rather than, the
Mr. Hunter objected to Mr.
putting ‘words into the mouth of H
Mr. Turner which he had not used.

tinually bringing

which' it-would ¢arty in- the mines
well s generally led to a good deal of
discussion, but at last 31 days and 6
weeks were fixed upon. In the case of
material placed upon the ground, it was
provided that the lien should nos attach
unless such material had been worked
np. The report being adopted, the bill
was read the third time and finally
passed.

Upon a message from His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, a section of  the
Investment and Loan Societies bill was
transmitted and adopted in committee
of the whole.
tion fee of $250 for all extra-provincial
societies.. The bill was then read the
second time.

Tn méving the second reading of his
immigration bill, Mr. Tatlow pointed out
that upon this questton it might be taken
for granted that the honse was unani-
mous., He would accordingly deal only
with a couple of objections which might
be urged against it. These were the
possibility of the 'measure conflicting
with the policy of the Empire, and again
whether it was within the jurisdiction
of this legislature. Respecting the
question of Imperial policy, there was
no doubt upon that. In various Im-
perial despatches, from which Mr. Tat-
Jow read several selections, the ‘sort .of
treatment of this question which was
adopted by his measure had been advo-
cated, inAact directly pointed out as the
proper method of. treating this particular
subject. 'The second question was that
as to its being within the powers and
rights of the provincial legislature. In
section 95 of the B. N. A. Act Mr. Tat-
low claimed that the right was clearly
vested in the province. This was one
of the sections falling under the head-
ing of concurrent legislation, and no
cases had arisen which might be treated
as precedents.
tne urgeney of the case, and that 20,819
Japanese had entered  since g
thought that every point should be
stretched with & view to obtaining some
remedy. At present, of

Lot approve of being. placed at the mercy

of the Japanese authorities in this mat-

ter. - The act ifself followed very closely
upon the lines of the Natal Act.. The
fine of $500 had been so fixed because
this sum had béen sought to be fixed for

vithe duty under the Dominion act. Of

%', course, it might be urged that this bill
overleaped the bounds of their power;
the mistake would be readily excused by
their constituents. It would be
take in the right direction, and in that
direction ‘every point should be stretched.
1t would be noticed, too, that at present

in Fastern Canada the government was

bestirring itself to keep out the Rou-
manian Jeéws as undesirable citizens.
Phey were: requiring that these should

bring sufficient money into the eountry
with them to supply their immediate
wants and_prevent them from becoming
charged upon either public or. private

charity, He hoped that the house would
support this reading of the bill.

Mr. McPhillips followed by ‘stating
that the bill, in his opinion, went quite
beyond the jurisdiction-of the ‘provincial

assembly. The question was not a new
one.
by this house,

speedily ‘followed. It ‘had, been 'dis-

tinotly stated that, while the provincial
: 1d act with the aim of en-
it could ‘met pro-

couraging iom v "
+hibit or restrict it. In Nova Scotia an
effort had been

: in
et

Lo it registrai. no fear because these measures had not

In view, however, of

course, the.
. Topansse were not coming in, but he did Shongt

a mis- |]

Once before it had been attempted
but disallowance had

made to keep out
paupers in this way, but it had beep-tried

easure, however, there was some-| he o Yae B0pOe et on wonld exempt
: tional point vaised by | Ghinese, but, (b pravifion wobld Sxematising up atite between labor and

A Y -

ﬁ tion, althou: vernment by sev bad le

had an l?I;ﬁnion

entleman’s, e had
ear the leader of the cyposition express
himself as ready to vote for anything in
this direction, whether it was constitu-
tional or not, and all the more so since
he was -such an able judge of such ques-
tions. They all must be careful not to
spoil the chances of obtaining a satisfac-
tory solution of the question by drag-
ging it in the dust. He believed that sec-
tion 95 did give the house the power to
deal with this question of immigration,
and that the present measure was well
in order. The house, however, need have

The true object of the Lill was thus dis-
cloged. 1i..was not to affect the Chinese
at all, only the Japanese would come un-
der its provisions. Members of the house
}'mgh:t possibly on some future day hear
it said that the junior member from Vie-
toria had opposed anti-Chinese legisla-
tion in the house, but he wigshed them to
notice that this bill was no longer an anti-
Chinese measure. It was being so
emasculated that the Chinese could come
in while English and Scotch and Irish
and French, so long as they could not
read, would be kept out by it. .

The committee then reported the -bill
complete with amendments, and its third
reading being carried, the measure was
finally passed.

Chairman Hall, of the printing commit-

tee, then presented their fifth report, re-
commending the printing of the return re-
specting the Burnaby Smail' Holdings
and the complaints feom Atlin. The re-
port was adopted.
- In moving the second reading of .the
Voting Machines  Bill, Mr. Helmcken
pointed out that thie bill had been pass-
ed last session up to its final reading.
The machines had been adopted in On-
tario and had already proved themselves
a success.

After some comment on the part of the
leader of the opposition, the reading pass-
ed and Mr. Kidd being called to the
ch;nr, the measure went through the com-
mittee stage. Here the clauses provid-
ing for the use of this machine during
the provincial elections were dropped, and
on report the bill was read a third time
and ﬁnaﬂf passed. ?

Mr. McInnes then rose to move the sec-
ond reading of his bill respecting labor.
This, he explained, was the bill formerly
introduced by him, except that certain
references to government worke which
had proved fatal before, were left out.
From the fate of former amendments
upon this question, he considered that
the house had clearly shown itself to be
unready for adopting any well defined
legislation of an anti-Mongolian sort.
'il.‘hwa bills hadtbeen pamer&. but neither of

em were of any worth. Because of ;
Mr. Helmeken’s Labor Bill, ﬁﬁlye'i:g;ﬁ?'s
amendments to the railway chartere up-|yyq. 'ward Fultgn;
on thie question had suffered, and so soon o t4 s
as these charters were tdken to Ottawa
and fresh ones got there the enterpris-
es would be freed from the general re-
striction, Again, Mr. Tatlow’s bill had,
in the opinion of several of the members,
been so amended that it no longer affect-
ed the Chinese at all. And so all thie
time had been wasted and the subject
was thus practieally untouched yet.
Turning to his bill, Mr. McInnes then
expiained that firet in its provisions was
the re-enactment of the eight-hour law,
althongh somewhat more broadly put

thig bein?t made.. . Besidzg

question

enter and inspect-all dwellings.

objected, remarking that he would 1
down at the man trying to break into
been introduced by the government itself.
Regarding the Labor Regulation Bill,
they had been quite ready to allow such
a champion of labor as the senior mem-
ber from Victoria to bring it in, and he
was glad to assure the house that that
bill was in line with the policy of the
government and trusted that this one,
too, would receive the support of the
house,

Mr, Oliver thought that the house
shonld go just as far as it could upon this
most important question. He had been
very much struck by the arguments of
Mr. McPhillips, however, and trusted
that in committee the bill might be so
‘amended as to cure it.

Mr. Hunter thought that ite scope was
not sufficiently wide. It was clearly a
piece of clase legislation, directed against
the Chinese and such like race races. The
Natal Aect is a much broader measure
and dealt with the whole guestion of im-
migration, and he would much prefer
the general act. Certainly the Chinese
and Japanese are not wanted here, but
there were other people who were un-
desirable, too.

Mr, Tatlow said that in drafting the
bill, he had aimed chiefly at getting the
acceptance of the principle.

Mr. Gilmour was very pleased to sup-
port the bill introduced. He had noticed
that eeveral Japanese had been turned
back at the international line, and he
t . M@e@h who were not good
enough for Washington were not good
enongh for British Clumbia. He was
sorry that it did not appear to be about
to have the unanimous support of the
whole house.

Mr. McInnes pointed out that the Do-
minion act of the past session had ex-
cluded all the other classes mentioned in
the Natal Act, and so Mr. Hunter need
not hesitate in supporting a measure
which practically completed a similar
aw,

Hon, D. M. Eberts announced that he
wpuld support the second reading of the
bill. The opposition did not monopolize
the position of being desirous of getting
rid of ‘these Asiatics. He had not sup- than before. Its scope had been extend-
ported Mr, Martin’s former labor bill. but} ed to all miles, coal as well as metalli-
had wished to see the matter eonstitution-| ferous. Upon the Asiatic question, a
ally dealt with, At the hustings Mr. | dual right to legislate existed. e Do-
Martin declared that he would re-enact! minion government had the right to pre-
his former measure, and at that time hel| vent them from coming into the country,
had declared against such an unfriendly | and to them that question must be left,
act, as it wae from an Imperial stand.|but the province had the right to drive
point. As to the constitutionality of the | the:n out of work and that must be done
present bill, he noticed that the leader of | right here. These Asiatics were threat-
the opposition had said nothing-upon that| ening by cheap competition to drive out
matter, Such silence was quite charac-| white labor, but if there is to be any
teristic of him. His politice were of the| driving the white man must do it, and
tricky sort. ' There was a great deal to| by this act these people can be driven
be sid upon that subject, however. out of some 42 different fields of labor.
cons’dered that this bill touched upon the| This is done, too, in a broad and general
various. acts of parliament of Oan-| way. Formerly efforts had been made
ada. The Dominion act provides for a list|to drive them out of particular kinds of
being. kept- by. the proper authorities of| employment, e.g., from working under-
all Chinese going out of the country,|ground in the coal mines, but that would
thus providing for their return, - But such| only have the effect of increasing -~ the
a return was not contemplated under the competition in some other field. The list

Brown objected. He had never used

had stuck.

from Delta had

about expressed
opinion of the bill.

He wished to do
done.

laborers. It was quite *agreed that

Turner draws of the whites taking

ing the wood, he

of the better positions.

however, that the house should

that any good could be done.

only on the condition that it be

ing industries of the country.
The amendment was then carried
the following divieion:
Nays—Messrs. Houston,

Kidd, - Munro,

couver h
moved by
Martin opposed the bill. " The city,
claimed, furnished the funds, and
the bill provided for appointing to
directorate from the C.
Trade apd others.

ital

elect the directorate should rule, he
lieved.

On the suggestion of the Minister

gagees’ costs was then reached, and
mover pointed

of the Imperial act providing for

by themselves.
Mr. Martin,
thought that the costs
yers for drawing deeds should also
limited by some reasonable scale.
had heard of

tection in the matter.
In the discussion which' followed
appeared that Mr.

in this bill, however, includes almost

ose lines of labor, they
will be foreed to leave the province and
their places will be taken by white men,
and healthy streams of immigration into

i the general
question that the revolutionary charac-
ter of the bill would justify its being

that the giving of a moiety of the fine
to the informant was a case of dealing
with what would otherwise be a portion

was one whiech was introduced under a

both white laborers and capital from
There
was great scope foy. work in this prov-
ince, and he did not' see why the skilled
be held by the white
workmen, while the inferior races could

‘was

Reading from an encyclopae-
dia, it-appeared that the term covered
And =0 this
term was far from free from objections.
In the morning Mr. Helmcken had read
from the London Times, which he con-
Many
of the people referred to in it were not

However,
it was all in line with that gentleman’s

trouble between labor and capital. That
was his record in other houses than this,
and the present resolution was guite
It was revolu-

he ra\"njed,'
everything that could pe done to drive

drastic, and unless considerably amended

Hon. Mr. Prentice then moved that
all the words after *‘that” be struck
out, and “be read this day six months”

At this Mr. Brown wanted to know
what sort of a motion “that be read this

By this remark several members were
somewhat thrown aback, and even after
Mr. Hayward showed from May that

bill completely was sufficient, a new
amendment of slightly different wording

Upon this question Mr. Curtis pointed
Minister of Finance had
charged Mr. McInnes with continually
Chinese and
The question, however,

stirred’ up until it is eventually settled.
Jt is urged that to pass this bill would
That
well be left to the labor-
and they had all given
their opinion in their demands that the
Upon the ques-
from the
Minister
of Finance had been reading it appeared
that thie*word indicated the fair type of
ill or Mongolic

Curtis

had not eharged Mr. McInnes with con-
up this Chinese and |j

¥ stir- | pointed
rol acts had logia| Hle 810 not ke €6 wes O e was

upon their entry into this country. 0 a1 s oy
po uy ik ‘mﬂch worse 1o see mis-statements like
2 a8 to the

self, ne himself objected to
Mr. McInnes interfering with his kit-
chen if he should happen to have a Chi-
nese cook. There was an old proverb that
an- Englishman’s house was his castl
He remembered when Mr. Brown had
strenuously supported that principle. The
Heulth Act was being considered and
power was to be given to an inspector to
To this
the member from New ‘Westminster had

house along the barrels of a Winchester.
To this, amidst much' laughter, Mr.

e_xpression, a political opponent having
given him a nick-name, which, unhappily,

Mr. Brown thought that the member

that he could in favor of white labor,
but he did not wish to see any harm
He agreed with Hon. Mr. Turner
that the measure might do a great deal
of injury to the white men and white

_wanted white people here, and while it
is a very pretty picture that Hon. Mr.

higher walks of life and the others hew-
feared that unless
something was done, these people would
rise higher and take possession of many
It is necessary,

unanimous upon this matter, and by vot-
ing at the present time it was not likely
‘While he
personally would support the bill, it was

amended in committee as not to give any
violent or injurious ‘shock to the exist-

Ralph Smith,
Curtis, Martin, Brown, Mclnnes, Gil-
mour, Stables, E. O. Smith, Oliver—10.
Green,
Helmcken, Garden,
Clifford, Ellison, A.
W. Smith, Eberts, Dunsmuir, Turner,
MecBride, Wells, Prentice, Pooley, Mur-
‘I))ily, Hunter, Taylor, Dickie, Mounce—

“'On the second” reading of the Van-

bill, which had been
e Provinecial Secretary, Mr.

P. R., Board of
The principle that
those who provided the money should

Finance, the debate on this bill was

illips’ bill respecting mort-
out that this was a copy
collection of costs on mortgages owned
while supporting the bill,
charged -by law-

the most exorbitant bills
being charged out here, and thought
that the public ought to have some pro-

Martin advocated

that the judges should fix reasonable
ckarges, whereas the tariff which now
igoverns such matters has been framed
by the same judges.
a'l;hg billedv_vas Ithen read a second time
nd immediately sta through to its
final reading. if g s

On the second reéading of his amend-
ment to the Water Clauses Act, Mr.
Houston explained that under the present
act did not permit .a municipality
acquiring a water privilege. In Nelson
this right was required at present in or-
der to control the electric light system.
Mr. Price Ellison opposed the principle
of the bill, urging that the water should
be preserved for agricultural and mining
purposes and that when municipalities

are

out

the
not

Mr. Turner then stated, ] such as Nelson wanted these rights, they.

should come down and get a special act.
It was not in the interests of the public
that these valuable privileges should be
taken over by municipalities for power
purposes. They should rather be conser-
ved for the industries depending on them.
_Mr. A. W. Smith followed up Mr. El-
lison’s remarks with a strong plea for
water for the mining interests of the
: province. ‘These were superior interests
of | and should be respected. 'Instead of al-
iowing the Junicipalities to get posees:,
sion of water some system should be de-
vised for helping the settlers in these dry
places to get water to their lands.

Mr. Green ged ' that corporations
needed water t as much as the miner
or the farmer did. It was only fair to
put it on a level with either the individu-
al or a commercial company. Besides, a
/cqrporatmn was composed of the people
ose |directly, and so should have the right to

the property to which they had given a
value. ¢

Mr. Houston wished to know if the
government objected to this particular
measure, for if the Attorney-General
would consent to it he did not understand
y:hy any private members should oppose
it.

A question of order having been set-
tled in favor of the bill, Mr. Martin ex-
pressed his support of the measure. On
the question being put the reading was
carried by a vote of 29 to 4.

Mr. Stables’ Placer Mining Act was
then reached, but was ruled out of or-
der as being interfering with the rights
of the crown. The senior member-fTom
Cassiar expressed his regret that the
government had not seen fit to vivify
his measure, as it was much needed in
his district. To this Mr. A. W. Smith,
the chairman of the mining committee,
pointed out that on a couple of occasions
he had asked Mr. Stables to bring his
suggestions before the committee, that
they might be regularly introduced, but
for some reason or other it Mad all been
in vain.

Hon. Mr. McBride than assured Mr.
Stables that the government were con-
sidering a re-modelling of the Placer Min-
ing Act and that his suggestions would
then receive every consideration.

The consent of the crown having been
expressed, Mr. MecPhillips moved the
second reading of the bill regarding the
appointment of Queen’s counsel. To the
bill as introduced. certain further amend-
ments were contemplated, chief of which
‘was that five years’ professional stand-
ing was requisite before anyone could be
congidered eligible for this honor. Again,
only ten of these appointments could be
made in four years. In Ontario a simil~
ar provision existed, but twice as many
of these honors could there be granted in
such a period.

As it was now 6 o’clock, Hon. the Pre-
mier moved the adjournment until 8:30

o’clock.
EVENING SESSION. 3

Qp the house resuming its sitting at
8:35, Mr, Ralph Smith moved the follow-
resolution:

'hat the present. select committee ap-

SIQZM;EQ certain grievances
: the E: & N. railway belt be ap-
pointed a royal commission to look into
all matters involved in this question,
with power to examine witnesses on
oath, and report at the next sitting of
the house.

To this Mr. A. W. Smith took a point
of order that the special committee was
not empowered to report to the house, al-
e. | though it had done so. Nor had the com-
mititee any Tight to recommend that its
sitting should be extended

Mr. Pooley explained that a royal com-
mission could only issue under the Pub-
'l.xc Inquiries Act, but as this carried with
it the expenditure of certain moneys by
way of expenses, the motion could only be
offered by a member of the government.

Mr. Martin pointed out that a royal
cqumssion was only appointed by the
Lieutenant-Governor, and suggested that
the wording of.the resolution might be
altered so as to bring it into order.

Hon. Mr. McBride explained that the
government considered this question a
very serious one, and being desirous of
arriving at some settlement of the mat-
ter, had decided to issue a royal commis-
gion. which would give the matter a
thorough investigation. Not, however,
that the government reflected in any way
upon Mr. Rothwell’s report, but that be-
all |ing zealous of all provincial rights, they

wished to protect all the people of the
province, and so would attend to the mat-
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Messrs. McInnes and Ralph Smith ex-
p;e_ssed their satisfaction upon this de-
cigion, and upon leave being given, the
latter withdrew his motion.

The second reading of the Queen’s
Counsel Act was then taken up again,
Mr, Martin speaking at some length up-
on the question of professional prece-
dence. To a question from Mr. Hunter,
he replied that the matter did not affect
the public or their purse; it was but a
matter of honor to the legal profession.
On reference to the act of 1899, the At-
torney-General arose and stated how un-
fairly that measure had operated. Years
ago a number of legal gentlemen had
been appointed by the Dominion govern-
ment, and had worn their silk honorably
for years. When, however, it had been
decided that the power that had granted
this honor had acted under a mistake, the
act of 1899 had. been passed and in the
subsequent appointments these gentlemen
had been most shamefully overlooked.
The debate was continued for some time,
until Mr. Curtis offered as an_ amend-
ment the six months’ hoist. This was
not put, however, until Mr. McPhillips
l&?&i ;go!l;en at so:tni]e length, and in splen-

id form, upon the “assassinati
dxlgjmty" of 1809, il

pon a division the second
bl ovagi iy nd reading was

The mover of the bill then desired to
have it taken up in committee, but to this
the opposition objected. For some time
be- | the question whether this were in order or

not was debated. After a long discussion
of |the committee work was taken up and the
bill read a third time and finally passed.

An amendment to'the Land Act was then
introduced by Mr. Hunter, which provided
for free timber for miners’ cabing and
works. This bili was then carried througa
its various readings and finally

On a message from the Licutenapt-Gov-
ernor an .act to amend the Assessment Act
was then received in committee. This cor-
rected a mistake in the bill as it had been
printed, and on having been favorably re-
ported was carried through its vgrious read-
ings and passed without discussion. ' **

On the third reading of the Supreme Court
bil; belng aga'n.reached, Mr. Gilmour offer-
ed an amendment to the effect that the old
system nf having the Full court sit both in
it | Vancouver and Vietoria. 4 ;
Speaking to this, Mr. Martin showed the
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effect of the passage of Mr. Hunter's
amendment during a former stage of the
bill upon the citizens of Vancouver. The
board of trade and the city council had
both sent down delegations, together with
& number of the local bar, to urge their
case upon the government. Happily for
sume time the old Mainland vs. Island feel-
tng had been disappearing, but by acts such
as these the old issue would readily be
raised. It had been said that because the
government was spending a little money
over at Vancouver that city should be de-
prived of this right which they had enjoyed
themselves for some time. But it must
be remembered ‘that beyond the erection of
a custom house the government had never
spent any money there and although there
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SVUTH AFRICAN WAR - PICTUE 3

v'I‘he end - of the war is in sight.
Now for a tremendous sale of our
Battle Plctures. Everybody will now
want pictures illustrating the various
battles fought in South Africa. We
have at great expense published four
large .: beautiful pictures, 20x24 in.
on heavy superfine calendared paper.
ATTACK, OF ROYAL CANADIANS
AT PAARDEBERG, GORDON
HIGHLANDERS AT BATTLE OF
BELMONT, BATTLE OF ELANDS-
LAA CHARGING OF THE
BOER GUNS, CHARGE OF GEN.
FRENCH’'S CAVALRY ON THE
RETREATING GEN. ORONJE'S
ARMY. Thege are RED HOT SEL-
LERS. Agents coin money. Big
profit. Enormous success. One
agent sold 68 In one day. Samples
‘and terms, 25 cents each, four for
80c¢.; $1.75 per doz.; $11.00 per 100.
Write to-day and make money.
HOME NOVELTY MFG. CO., Box
518, (Dept. 153a.) Chicago, Il

city during the recent estimates, he could
not think that anyone would look upon that
as a deal by any meanr.

Mr. Garden feit that at last he had found
a point upon which he could agree with the
leader of the opposition. The change had
aroused a good deal of feeling up in his
constituency. They had had sittings of
the Full court there for the past eighteen
months and already sixty-one cases had
come up for adjudication. The importance
of thig ecourt was thus well proven, as was
also its convenlence to the lawyers and
public generally.

Mr. Tatlow was glad to see that Mr.
Martin had refused to make it a sectlonal
question, - That the feeling of Vancouver
was worked up over this question, in &
telegram which he had recelved from the
board of trade of that city, and which he
then read, the threatened change was
spoken of as an unfriendly act. He also
read a round-robin letter from the lawyers
of Vancouver vigorously llnt.\m)ml.ng th;
change, : Besides this, the lmportance andj,
interests of the city fully justified the hold- |
ing of such a court. ! 7

Mr. McPhillips repudiated the remarks of
Mr. Martin that the present was a Victoria
government. Three of the portfolios of the
administration were held by members from
the Mainland, while only two departments
had Island men for their heads. As to the
bill in questions, its origin had not been
one of necessity, but of political expedi-
ency. It had been brought in by a gov-
ernment one of whose battle cries had been
had been almed at the Capital. Again,
in Victoria the chlef interests of the prov
ince were centred and he considered that
he could well join issue with the members
frony, Vancouver upon the claims of their
cities; At Victoria, too, the judges would
have the best law library in the province
for their convenient use. In Ontarlo, too,
this court was not decentralized .in this
way; in fact, several of the judges were
tied down and living within five minutes of
that city. When this privilege had been
originally given to Vancouver he had op-
posed it as a mistakes and his remarks then
were now fully verified.

The debate was comtinued by Messrs.
Brown, Curtis, Munro, Houston and Hon.
Mr. Eberts, who, after an exceedingly able
and vigorous speech, moved the adjourn-
n‘;:;t of the debate, which was then car-
ried.

The 8mall Debts’ Court bill was then al-
lowed to drop.

To the Columbia & Western Railway Sub-
sidy Act the opposition offered a marked
opposition, but the bill progressed througn
its various stages and received its final
reading. The divisions over this bill were:

Ayes—Messrs. Kidd, Neill, Green, Hous-
ton, Hall, McPhilllps, Helmcken, Tatlow,
Garden, Fulton, Hayward, Clifford, Ellison,
A. W. Smith, Eberts, Dunsmuir, Wells,
Prentice, McBride, Pooley, Murphy, Rog-
;81'8, Hunter, Dickle, Taylor and Mounce—
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Nays—Messrs, Martin, Curtls, McInnes,
Gilmour, Stables, E. C. Smith, Oliver—T.

The bill granting certain foreshore rights
to Vancouver city also went through and
was finally passed, as was also the Muni-
cipal Clauses bill,

‘Phe house was still in session when the
Colonist went to press.
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“] want you to make for me a thousand
strong ?ocketknlves." said the jobber,

“Here’s a good knife I keep in stock,” re-
plied the manufacturer. “] can give you 4
thousand at once. It has two good blades
and a corkscrew.”

“Never do. This order is for a prohibi-
tion state.”

“Welll! Do you
scr no—""

“?wmeistto gay the knife should have two
corkscrews and one blade.”’—Philadelphia
Press.

Whls Dook eomtalns very demplets
caitorsl, e et ”tl'?r?ll'l or-
maticn of nﬁﬂn Oolvmbis. Tro
tusely lilustrated.

THEGOLOWST .8 P. 60.. 11D

CTORIA. 8.C’
BB BD SGEECesd LY % 22 ad

mean to say the cork-

“ thought,” sald the man who wanted to
enjoy his vacation in the mountains,** that
you charged only $7 a week for board and

7 ‘Here it is in your letter.”

, I know,"” replied the proprietor of
the hotel, ‘‘but you didn’t ask about the out-
look. We charge ’leven dollars a week extry
for that."—Chicago ‘Post. :

TIM KEE

MERCHAANT TAILOR
* 23 STORB STREET.

All kinds of suits made to order: 2ls0 all
kinds of Chinese help supplied on shortest
notice,

e Qe
Sunday school teacher—Johnny, do you al-
ways try to read g lgookn?

Johnny—Yes'm; but it’s gettin’ to be hard
work fer a-feller to_git hold of a good injun
story ‘these days.—Indianapolis Sun.

P S e
Mistress—Bridget, do you know what my
husband will say when he finds you have
broken his finest meerchaum pipe?
Mald (crossing herself)—I do, mem!—Chi-
cago Tribune. .

e e

-~ “Customer—Your safety matches are hor-

rid: they won't strike whatever you do.
Chandler—Exactlv. you can’t have any-

thing safer than that.

YUEN CHONG

General Clothing Manufacturer.
CHINESE EMPLOYMENT AGENT.

e————————————
Duff—Do you know the real cau

bread is rising? .oy
Muff—No: what is It?

Duft—Yeast. 30 Store Street. Victoria B. C.
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S_e;Imon Pack
A Lc

Catch of Provincial
Smaller Than Fo
Years.

Fraser River Pack \'(.
Northern Cannerie
Last Year.

Steamer Princess Louise,
ed yesterday morning from
the canneries and ports of
jsh Columbia, brought dow
cases of salmon. There W4
the Inverness cannery, 1,12
gor, 1,670 from the Standa
Lowe Inlet, 300 from Alg
from Wallace Bros., and
United Canneries of Britis

The canneries had all or
some were fishing for col
ing and salting, finished
pack when the steamer lefy

_mate figures of the seasoq
received by the steamer.

the reports from the 1Tase
show that the pack of this
pot more than half of that

aip at the British Columbia

ear. In faot it is the wo
gas been taken for severa
being much below the poor

From the figures to han
based on reliable reports, U
talled at 377,000 cases, whi
below that of last year, W
amounted in all to 732,437
on the Fraser, though, tha
ing off has occurred. On
rivers and inlets the pack
.of last year, surpassing it 0
On that river the pack is tb
has been put up for many
exceeds last year, which wa
any pack for five years by
The total pack there amou
120,000 cases, compared
cases put up last year. A
this years’ catch are man
and frozen salmon, which
and the Claxton cannery, ¥\
in a freezing plant, are sh
Bastern market.

On the Fraser the pack
The run has been the pcoy
seasons. The total pack 4
Jess than a third of wha
year. The figures as give
pers approximate 130,000
is 380,383 cases below thaf]
when the pack amounted
cases. In 1898 the pack
cases, and in 1897, 860,4!
gix times as high as the
year.

It is the smallness of th
pack that brings down th
seagson so much, for else
province the canners have
results of last season, surpa
the Skeena and slightly d
Jet. On this inlet the total
geason amounted to 72,000 4
a thousand cases ahead
when the pack showed 71,0
the Naas, too, the canne
_returns of last year. i
‘pack this season was 19,
‘against 19,443 "of- it
Namu, the West
“ing canneries are expe
86,000 to tho total, giving,
ed, a total for the season
000 cases. With the ex
1808, this pack has been
1895 each year on the Fr:

From a number of indiv
in the North, totals of 4
pack were received by
Louise. On the Skeena,
neries of the Anglo-Brit]
Packing Company, the Br!
and the North Pacific, ha
as against 37,370 last s
sor cannery had 14,000,
008 last year; Carlisle h
220 cases, comparing Wwi
year; Inverness had 15,00
showed an increase oveq
when 13,364 cases were
dard had 12,000 cases, as
last year; Cunningham’|
cases to compare with 1
and Claxton had 12,000
as much frozen fish. Pe
another new cannery, No
year, had 8,000 cases. :

On Rivers Inlet: A
Hope, 15,000 cases, comp
last year; B. C. Canning
neries, R. I. Cannery aJj
ported) 15,000, which is
of last year, when two
18,275; Brunswick, 10,
against 10,740 last ye
Packing Co,, 8,500 cases,
9,400 last season; W
cases, an increase OveT
10,784 were put up; W
cases, about equalling t
year, when 14,423 were

Lowe Inlet: Lowe Inl
10,000 cases, about equs
cases put up last year; th
neries, with about 19,000
yvear's pack there; Drain
Namu, did better than
pick there was 8,
year's totalled 7,200.

At Alert Bay, S. A,
nery doubled the pack o
ack there was 8,000 this
,470 last year,

Seven sailing vessels @
here to carry the salmo
consumers, Last year 1
needed to take the salm
but the seven coming {]
more than are needed, 4
if not two of them wil
the smallness of the padg
to other business. As
tions of loading grain,
they will carry the cerea
to Portland instead of 48
will not fill seven ships,
six at the most.

SHIPS AND TH

A Great Chance for th
Improve Thei

From Canadian Trade Re
Improvements in shipy
marine engines, have fol
in recent years with a 7
many shipbuilders in
All rapld progress of
the value of capital iny
appliances. The first
vantage of an improvey
whe can utilize it on
benefitted by the chang
improvements in machi
number of capitalists: ig
they must make large
which they may not
or submit to reduced p
two years wars have ¢
of the shipowners. :
the United States two




