toria, 1893, and any in
Operty in any manynarlggvtﬁ
> 85 & condition of hig
P at the home, Lo assign and
ty, by the like instrument,
he use of the institution, '
mitted to the provincial
88 he is an inmate of the
vote at any provincjal elece

pf the home shall gbe
htendent, and in eve{ttl(l)?
ause of complaint as tg his
make the same in writing
retary.

he home who disobeys any
ps_and regulations will be
by the superingendent, gub-
n of the Provincial Sec-

shall be kept, in which
name of every person vig.
homs. A register shall
inmate of the home, sign-
nd showivg his agme, state
OTMer 0ccupation, aumber
the province and date of

inmates of the homeumy
e ¥8 between the hours of
but any unseeml conduct
ch visitors shall debar Him
Fisits at the discretion of

NS’ GATE.”
e is - little work of
Res jusy issued by the
0 Cor_npany. The title
uty-eiget others are the
aod the genius of Mrs,
, of Vanoouver. The
}M.:e " is prefaced with
highest peaks of the
look the harborof Van.
resemblance in outline
blear Square, and their
0 and surroundings hav-
in really poetic terms,
pes proceeds :

ere the waters fiéw
sail through,

pe of a city lies

giants grew.

f an Knmipire free
but begun,
Vancouver's feet
West are one.

kate'shall the land await
ant spoil,

in shall flow forth again

ho starve and toil ;

ir wealth shall yield.

ptrong and trave,
Canadian sky

of Freedom wave,

e poem of considerable
p following may be given

Ip Deum !

p we hear

igh the chorus

§ pure and clear —
p purple twilight
an's tone,
he music
pang alone.

a

* + *

n eum !”

hnd day

holy altars,

8 souls that pray.

. w ”
hrth's mighty musie,
sorgs of pride,

d fame have vanighed .
y glorified,

Deum !”
hen darkness harls

silence—
jk of worlds,

tat ”’ is 8 piece referring
old Beaver as it lay ab
umper’s Pass. * Ome
)"’ describes the death
y priest :
brotherhood—and died,.

pd and prayed in vain,
yot missed the martyr’s

with him home to Geds

"is a realistic picture
other poems refer to
St. Lawrence, while
bow the pass of that
was discovered and how
ogether the authoress
[t on her successful ven-
odden field lying be-
ne hand end prose om
too often been profaned
ushed in where genias

R ON FIRR.

lage was received av the
3:30 Wednesday night
boat house was on fire.
peponded quickly and
as on board the Domin-
Princess, which was
ows at the dredger near
fire engine was s atiomed
pec and Menzies streeet,
ose were laid to the
her difficult as the
some little distance
this time the upper
ar the boiler were burn-
bidersble damage was
I steam wup, and there
the boiler bursting.
firemen, led by Chief
fire at clese range and
control. There were
coal on board, and had
bd it  there would
possibility of savin,
he damage is cenfine
r where the fire prob-
d will reach in the
000  There was no
and at a late hour no
pe steamer had put in
he boat was left in
ief Deasy’s men.

ith general re-

M’S PILLS
for the United ¢
pvered with

less and
Coating,
isguising the §
| without in any §
g its efficaey. &
& Sons, Ld, Montgea I, ¢

all druggists,

P

RIED.

n Francisco, July 18th,
urch, Thos. S. Burnes,
nes, only daughter of
[Francisco.

ED,

pinstant at the famil
James street and E!%g -
t Hester Eligabeth, the
pury S, Bremen, aged

e of J. Mantgomery,
eda caounty, Cmomh'
Mr. Samuel Gmy’,vuei

instant, at the ‘family"

eld Avenue, Victoria
infant son of Joseph.
pre, aged G manthg.

ORI 7200 20 S s

S S W s
sl

THE VICTORIA WEEKLY COLONIST, FRIDAY JUT.Y 26 1895

MANITOBA SCHOOLS.

Hon. Mr. Foster's Reply to Mr.
Laurier’s Attacks on the
Government.

The Ministerial Policy Hags Been En-
unciated Clearly and in a De-
finite Manner.

In replying to Hon. Mr. Laurier in the
House of Commons, on the 15th July, inst.,

Hon Mr. Foster, who was very warmly
received, said : The hon. gentlemam who
addressed the house before we rose at six
o'clock twitted this side of the house with
naving passed, or av the present time pass-
ing, through a ministerial crisis. Well, sir,
1 acknowledge the advantage which this

party possesses in that respecy, and I take |

the allusion to it as a compliment. It is, I
think, pretty well understood that only that
party which forms governments and carries
them or is liable to such a thing as a minis-
rerial crisis, and my hon. friend, who for
the |ast seventeen years has neither formed
s+ covernment nor attempted to carry on a
A vernment, may have the lllghh satisfac-
r1on which he obtains by speaking about or
watching with all the interest and zest im-
aginable a ministerial orisis in the party
which during those seventeen years has al-
ways had in this country a stable govern-
ment and a steb's policy behind that govern-
nent. My hon. friend may be congratula-
ted on ome thing, and condoled with on an-
other. He may be ocongratulated on the
fact that he has not had ministerial crises to
trouble him during the last seventeen years,
He may be condoled with upon the rather
mournful  fact that, although time
afier time during those seventeen
years he and his party have fixed
their longing eyes on the benches
on thrie side of the house, and hoped to gain
them through wministerial crises, they have
been disappointed in their hopes. (Chsers.)
There are men called wreckers, who may
never possess & good ship of their own, but
who linger about the sand dunes and rocks
waiting for the good tight staunch vessel
to come in in stress of weather, and go to
pieces, when they may perhaps have plun-
der, if they do not get the solid hulk of the
vessel to console themselves with. We have
passed through a ministerial crisis. Not
very long ago the hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the house, having lost hope
after the elections had passed, and having
eeen their best cherished plans go agley, de-
termined within themselves, and more than
once expressed bhat determination, that of
course there was mo hope for them until the
hand of Providence should strike down the
leader of the Liberal-Conservative party,
and them they thought that in the confusion
they might leap into power. The hand of
Providence was laid heavily upon this party,
and the chief who had led a government so
long, and who had led a people so long, was
taken away, and the hopes of our honorable
friends were very high, but their hopes were
dashed. (Cheers.) Not long afterwards they
expected again to gain poesession ot the good
ehip of State, when the captain was again
suddenly taken away. When Sir John
Abbott died they had high hopes again, and
their hopes were again vanquished, for from
the officers who manned the good ship of the
government one stepped into the captaincy,
and a strong and firm hand held the helm of
the vessel and guided it amidst all the
troubled waters through which it passed for
four or five years. Oace again a ministerial
crisis came  inte view,.and death having
taken from us that leader, these hon. gen-
tlemen, who could no longer trust to their
policy, but who simply looked to disintegre-
vation to do & work inside of a party which
they with all their artillery are not able to
do from the outside, supposed that they
would come into power. (Cheers.) Their
vauntings upon the plattorme and the high
hopes and joyful countenances with which
vthey came to this session, gave promise to
all their friends of speedy victory—victory
from disintegration and falling asunder in
the Liberal-Conservative party. (Cheers )
Ajgain they were disappointed, and now, at
this last junoture of circumstances, when
they see what they think is a grave orisis
over a grave.question in the Liberal-Conser-
vative party, they are ready to take advan-
tage of it. Once again they wish to slide
into power upon two motions for adjourn-
ment of the house, and the colorless
catch resolution now before us. (Cheers.)
The hon. gentleman has sought to es.
tablish that this crisis has arisen from
s lack of confidence among the members of
the cabinet themselves, from mistrust be-
tween the one and the other. What are his
proofs ¢ He marshals in the first place the
statement made in another place by one of
my colleagues, who, I regret to say, has felt
it hie duty to leave vhe government, and 18
no longer with us. But, sir, although he
marshals the fact of the statement he failed
to marshal the-full statement itself. Every-
one in this house on both sides who has read
'hat statement, and has thoughi over it,
knows that the ground which our late col-
leagne took—the strong grounds that he
took—were two. First, he thought, it was
useless and unnecessary, and possibly harm-
ful, to any longer negotiate with the local
government and legislature of Manitoba.
He believed that in the course of further
negotiations it might be possible that this
parliament would lose ite power and in-
flaenee with reference to any legislation,
snd in tnat view [ am glad to know he does
not find very much support outside of his
OWR opinion. As ageinst Mr. Laurier’s
argument that it wase distrust and lack of
confidence which caused the difference in
the nrinistry, T wish simply to give bim two
facts. The first is the spavements I made
o0 two different oecasions, and sub-
stantiated by my eolleagues themselves
in this house. But if there is ome
fact more than another . to prove the
truth of my contention, it is that the govern-
ment's policy is now before this house in
full, and the ministers are here to back it
Up 88 a united ministry. Just here, in
passing, let me say that the government
have made no promise on this question in
bbe past which they have nob implemented.
They have made no pledges to this house
and the country which they do not intend
toimplement when the time comes, Re-
Plying to Mr Laarier’s charge of vacillation
Mr. Foster defended the course of the gov-
érament on the insolvency bill, and made
fan of his alluding to the reduction of cattle
Space by two inches as'an important change
of policy, Mr. Foster instanced the policy
of confederation and of interprovincial means
of communication as broad lines to which
'he Liberal Conservative party had stead-
fastly adhered, and spoke of the National
Policy in the same strain. He met with &
direct negative Mr. Laurier’s statement
that the government had mot dealt with the
8chool question fairly, sincerely and honestly.
c° said: ¢8ir, when this gquestion
brst  came before this House, when
the school law was passed in Mani.
toba in 1890, what was the first
Question which met vhis
he first question was as
thould vebo the legislation of Manitobs or
®ob.  And if anyone clamored for that veto

power being exercised, ¥ ¥/as to be found
among the friends—and ip. his own province
—of the leader of the or,position. But the
government ‘took & fcr.nk and honest and
consistent course on that question and re-
fused to veto the Vegislation of the local
legislature and government of ' Manitoba,
and that legislation went into effsct. Whabo
was the next gourse? Sir, this government
encouraged the appeal to the courts to see
whether that legislation was intra vires. It
made that appeal to the courte and did it
above board,jand the result was that in tke
highest court of the Empire that legislation
was proncunced to be intra vires. There
was then a demand made upon the govern-
ment that it should come to the aid of the
minority in thé province of Manitobs by
remedial legislation at once, which would
pubt the grievanoe right and give back to the
minority the privileges which they before
that vime had exercised. The course of the
government was again consistent in that re-
gard. It said, above all things let us know
exactly what our powers are, let us know
exactly what your grievances are, and be-
ore we make a single step to remedy what
you declare to be your grievance, let
us know exactly what our constitu.
tional powers are. Well, sir, this
course was carried out, and after we had
the decision of the highest court, when all
the points were cleared by that decision,
when the grievance of the minority was
fully stated, when the powers that the gov-
ernment possessed were again stated, then
the minority came back to this government
and asked that its appeal be heard. The
government heard its appeal, and the gov-
ernment heard counsel for the opposition and
counsel for the local government, and as a
result they made the remedial order. Was
that not a wise thing to do? (Cheers.)
Was it not an honest thing to do ? (Cheers.)
Was it not a sincere and frank thing to do?
(Cheers.) Fault has been found, and would
be found, I suppose, by my hon. friend,
and perhaps by many others, as to the ex-
tent to which the remedial order went.
They say in 80 many words that it went too
far. How far did the remedial order go?
The remedial order went just so far, and
only so far as the alleged and certified griev-
ance of the minority went. When I say
the certified grievance of the minority, I
mean the grievance which was oonsid-
ered by the § udiclal Committee of the Privy
Council, and upon which and with reference
o which their decision was made. Isay
that it would have been an assumption of
power which I think would have been un-
warrantabie if the government had refused
to open that door by the width of its reme-
dial order just as wide as the established
grievance of the minority, in order that if
parliament wished it should not be shorn of
one job or tittle of its jurisdiction, and pow-
erfully and completely to right that griev-
ance if it ohose in its wisdom to do so. So
much then with reference to thav. I believe
that the verdiot of this house and the ver-
dict of this country hereafter will be that in
these actions, and so far as "we have gone,
the governnient has done its simple duty,
and only its duvy, in that regard. (Cheers.)
Well sir, much has bsen made of the fach
that the language of the remedial order was
too mandatory, that its language was too
high, and that it should have been rather a
request, and the charge is brought
against the  government that i
irribtated the province of Manitoba
in the language and issue of the
remedial order. Well sir, I do not think
that governments in this country—Provin-
cial or Dominion governments—are simply
children. I think they are made up of
grown men, who understand the relation be
tween governments, and I doubt if there
is one iota of foundation for that charge in
the order, in the circumstances under which
it was given, and the guality which it
necessarily must have, to justify such
a charge against this government. It was
like the order of a court, and it simply asked
the Manitoba government and legislature,
eo far as legislation was necessary, to rem-
edy the grievance, The remedial order hav-
ing been issued it ought not to be considered
as wanting in courtesy or in consideration
bowards the local government because of the
necessarily judicial tone in which it was
couched. It partakes in no nature of a
threat, but is simply as it were the order of
a court, reciting the facts and declaring
what, in the judgment of the court, follow-
ing the judgment of the Privy Counoil,
seems to be necessary in order to remedy
the grievances by the local authority itself.
After the answer of the legislature to the
order was received, the government had
then but two courses open to it. This par-
liament, if that were considered as a refusal
to legislate, could proceed at once to rem-
edy the grievance by legislation, or still
another attempt coald be made and other
negotiations entered into, and another space
of time left in which the Manitoba govern-
menbt and legislature could think over the
matter, and could make up its mind whether
or not it still ought not to come to a reason-
able and satisfactory arrangement by virtue
of its own legislation. The government,
after thinking the matver very ocarefully
over, came to the conclusion that in a
matter of this moment it: was best
that the local government shoald be
given every possible opportunity to
make the settlement within ite owa
power and of itself before jurisdiotien
should be taken by this parliament and
remedial legislation should be introduced
into this parliament. Does my hon. friend
object to that? If there was any point to
my hon. friend’s remarks this afternoon it
was this, that conciliation should be tried,
and his quarrel with ue was, it seemed to
me, that cogeiliation had not been, as he
said, tried from the first, so that in this line
of policy, which the government has
adopted, I cannot see that my hon. friend
finds fault with the govérmment ’ for ‘the
added time it has given for a settlement to
this question by Manitoba itself. Now the
statement of the policy of this government
has been’ made i vhis house, I leave it o
the house, and T leave it to the country, if
it is not & clear statement of a policy, if it
is not definite. I call my hon, friend who
sits on my right (Mr. McCarthy) to witness.
He bas declared in this house that the gov-
ernment’s position has been clearly defined,
and is well known, and he bases his attack
henceforth on thav line of policy. It is, or
% is not, a clear and definite line of policy.
‘When the government states as a govern-
ment, and unitedly to the house and country
that there is, we believe, a grievance for all
concerned, and for permanent settlement, it
is best that the grievamce should be re-
moved by the loocal legislature itself ; that
this intricate and important legislation ought
not to be undertaken hastily by this house,
and ought not in any event to be under-
taken until the uatmost limit has been
granted to the local government and
legislature to settle it if possible satiafactor-
ily to themselves. Is there a child above
ten years of age who does not draw a fair
and clear idea of what that means from the
very statement of ib? It isimpossible. No
great paper in this country doubts, no leg
islator in this country who is not prejudiced
or does not speak from simple party views
doubts as_to what dth;t m;uu. (Cheers.)
e only possible doubt that & man can
;fr" wh’o wants to see remedial legislation,
and who clamours for it, is that something
may intervene between this and the next

satisfactorily, this government will not be
in a position to settle it and carry ot its
pledge. That is all. Is not every pledge
of policy made by a government, and every
l policy laid down by an opposition, gnverned
by those very conditions? They state what
their policy is to-day. No man living, and
no government, can state what circum-
stances untoward and fatal may happen vo
prevent that policy bheing oarried out.
(Criem of “*Oh, oh.”) Hnon gentlemen mnst
not laugh until I have nnisned what I am
saying, but I am here to state, and to state
it on behalf of the government, that as far
a2 a policy can be decided on unanimously
and unitedly, it is our policy. As far as it
can be enunciated clearly, and so far as this
government is concerned it intends to adhere
to that policy word for word, line fo
line, and letter for letter. (Cheers.) Well,
sir, now let me for a moment contrast the
policy and statement of the government
with the course of my hon. friend and the
party which holds him as its leader and the
exponent of its policy, a statesman who is
continually vaunted by his party as being
head and shoulders above the statesmen of
the Liberal-Conservative party; a leader,
sir, who is looked upon by his followers as
heaven-given, and bound to lead them in
the near fu.ure to the long-wished-for trea-
sury benches and the delights of power ; a
man, sir, who is continually taunting hon.
gentlemen opposite to him with lack of high
principle and high practice in statesman-
ship. What has been the course of that
hon. gentleman, what was his position in
the past, and what is his position to-day?
For five years this question has been before
the country, {for these five years my hon.
friend has led that party and been its ex-
ponent, and I defy the face of clay and the
tongue of mortal —
Mr, Casey—The face of brass.
ber.)
Mr. Foster— Yes, with regard to my hon.
friend, I defy that,and he has it—(great
laughter) —I defy snyone to find in the re-
cord of Hansard, the official record of vhis
parliament, or in the records of the press,
which chronicles the sayings and doings of
our public men, or in bhe records of the Lib.
eral party convention, over which he has
presided, and of which hs has been the
leading spirit ; I defy anyone to point to
one single sentiment which will definitely
show where my hon. friend (Mr. Laurier)
ever has stocd or to-day stands upon that
question. My hon. friend has made no an-
nouncement of his policy in all these years.
My hon. friend (Mr. Laurier) has not “made
even a valuable suggestion as to what he
thinks should be done.
Mr. McMullen—You want to sbteal our
clothes.
Mr. Foster—My hon. friend wantstto
know if T propose to steal his clothes. No,
I have too much regard for the hon. gentle.
men who sit around me. My hon. friend,
the leader of the opposition for five years,
is always running for shelter on this ques.
tion. The first underbrush that he got into
was the oharacter and quality of the
Manitoba schools, and he kept under
that for two years or more, and I am not
sure but he is under that yet, He 8ays :
‘“ What is the character of those schools ?
Are they Protestant schools?” *¢Ip is a
question of fact,” he says. For five years
he has been asking that question, and for
five years he has been taking precious good
care not to answer it. (Laughter and great
cheering.) Why, sir, does my hon. friend
not know what his own people think ? By
his own people I mean his supporters in the
province of Quebec, who are in favor of re-
medial legislation and separate schools in
Manitoba. Does he not know what his
friend from Iberville (Mr. Bechard) thinks ¢
Does he not know what his friend from
I'Islet (Mr. Tarte) thinks? Does he not
know what hia friend. .from .Montmorency
(Mr. Choquette) thinks? Go through all
the different counties of the provinoe, and
what do his friends think? Do they not
think vhat these schools are Protest nt, and
that the fact is well established that they
are Protestant schools. And yet my hon.
friend (Mr. Laarier) has been with these
friends for five years, and up to this mo.
ment his mind is like a blank piece
of paper so far as information is con-
cerned as to whether these schools
are Protestant or not. My hon. friend
(Mr. Laurier) has a supporter and a sole
supporter, and a left-hand man from the
greab Western country. . He. migat have
asked him for information as to the gnality
of the schools, because if I am not mistaken
the opinion of that gentleman is that the
schools are Protestant schools, and I think
he (Mr. Martin) has been making & very
strong plea lately that they should be secn-
larized, because by secularizing. them you
take away any grievance the minority had,
that anybhing like Protestant doctrine was
taught in these schools. Has my hon.
friend Mr. Laurier ever sat down by the
hon. gentleman from Winnipeg (Mr.
Martin) and asked him his opinion with
reference to these schools? My hon. friend
(Mr. Laurier) even went to the scene of
action itself. He was in Manitoba. He had
& conference with the minority, not onoe,
but twice, and they told him all they knew
about it, and they knew everything about
it.  (Cheers.) He hobnobbed with
the local government, the members
of his own party in that prov-
ince, the authors and founders of
thie legislation. (Cheers.) Did he try to
inquire from them as to what was the char-
acter and quality of these schools? Is he
to-day misinformed about them, or is he to-
day still under the shelter of that cover,
and fighting from behind it? He either
knows or does not know the question of
facts. No man of average intelligence wounld
take more than five years to conwvince him-
self as to it. Sir Henri J oly de Lotbiniere,
with just a little bib of energy and investi-
gation, got upon the platform in Quebec,
and he declared that he knew all about it—
that they were Protestants. My hon,
friend (Mr. Laurier) does know or does not
know. If he knows why is he not using his
knowledge? If he does not know there are
only three reasons. One reason is that of
ineapacity—and you should not mention in-
capacity and the leader of the opposition in
the same breath. The other reason, utber
oarelessness, and he is not going to take the
imputation of carelessness in this great mat-
ter. And the third reason, cowardioe.
Continuing Mr, Fostersaid: A» a man who
claims to be & statesman I put this question
to him (Mr. Laarier)—Can he as a leader
of the great party and a commanding light
in this country afford to go .through five
years of turmoil apon a question which he
himeelf says is shaking Confederation or
may shake Confederation to its very founda-
tion and not then inform his people and his
party as to these facte? If his peaple! in
the province of Quebec believe - these
schools are Protestant, and if therefore they
keep from the minority. the justice amnd
right with reference to that mabter ; if his
ople believe it and are wrong, and ‘my
on. friend (Mr. Laurier) knows they /are
wrong, his first and most responsible duty
88 & stateaman js ‘to teach them that they
are wrong and to eradicate that idea from
their minds ; and as a consistent men, if he
believes that these schools are in that posi-
‘tion, and that therefore there is a grievance,
it was his duty during these five years to
have been backing up his people intheir
demand.  Neither of these things has he
done. He has simply stood under cover and

(Laugh-

$hot from behind the bushes. 8ir, be had

o

¥

snother cover, When he was challenged
again to give an opinion and to make a
statement of his views, he declared that he
could mot do it because this queation was
before-the courts and that he must not open
hie mouth upon i. while it was sub
judice. I beg to inform my hon. friend
that the matter has passed through the
courts, and has been out of them for the
last year nearly, and yet my hon. friend has
not opened his mouth. (Cheers.) Bat, sir,
he had another cover still. He entrenched
himself behind this idea which he pat forth
again and again : * Let the government find
its own policy. It is not my duty to find a
policy for the government.” Granted that
it is not, but I do hope that it is his duty to
find a policy for hisparty. It is his duty to
the country as the leader of his party and as
a stabesman to let his voice of truth and in-
formation go forth to the people of this
country to lead them in an agitation which,
be says, is fraught with such danger, to lead
them in the right way. But up to the pres-
enb moment, sir, not even a valuable sug-
gestion, as I have said, has come from my
hon. friend, but I will tell you what my
hon. friend has done. Now in this year of
grace, in this present month, after all these
agitations, and after these five years of
mental travail, he has risen to this height,
he bas plucked up courage, and taken a
sufficiently definite position to actually
move the adjournment of the house on two
occasions. (Launghter and cheers.) You
may search in vain the annals of govern-
ment and parliamentary pracbioce throngh
and through to find any similar instances of
a greab question being to the front and
agitating men’s minds, and threatening
the  peace and quiet of the body
politic, and the leader of a party,
who five years has diligently found fault
wibh every step the government has taken,
at the end of vhat period, when he thinks
they have made their final, irretrievable
step, simply plucks up courage enough to do
what ?, To define his policy ? To propose a
remedy ? To put against the lack of policy
of the government, as he calls it, a definite
proposal of his own? No, sir. He plucks
up courage enough to try to profit from what
he tbinks is a orisis among his opponents,
and to sail into power by the poor, miser-
able, mean artifice of putting the govern-
menb oub on a motion to adjourn the house,
(Great oheering ) To that height my hon.
friend has risen, and that noble eminence he
occupies to-day after five years of mental
and moral travail ‘on one of the greatest
subjecte that has ever been before the Cana-
dian Parliament or the Canadian electorate.
Well, sir, to-day when he arose to his feet
this house expected something. On your
right, Mr. Speaker, expectancy sat on the
faces of hon. members. On your left a mild
form of expectancy was observable. The
hon. gentleman’s supporters had experience
of similar occasions, and did not expect too
much, (Laughter and cheers.) The coun-
try, through and through, and the repre-
sentatives of that interested public outside
who have thronged the galleries to-day,
sab listening with bated breath as the
hon, leader of the opposition rose to
arraign the government upon their
definite and declared policy—to prove
that that policy was inefficient, and
to propose something which should settle
this question and approve itself to the
house and to the electorate as a fair and
just settlement of the question. Well,
what did they hear when it came down to
the point of where the hon. gentlesan came
to set forth his policy ? They listened with
attention, and the three great planks of
his policy were uttered. What was the
firat :—** Two years ago I said that the
government under the constitution had cer-
tain powers—that was my policy.” Wil
any man in the world make eut the mean-
ing of amtatement like that ? 8Sir, I always
supposed that a polioy was a definite state-
ment of what ought to be done and what
the man or the party was going to do, but
my hon. friend has another idea of a policy,
and he. brings up a two-year-old musty
statement which means nothing, and reiter-
ates it to-day, when all the country is silent
with expectancy, and declares *‘ that is my
policy.” But he thinks that is not quite suf-
ficlen to stand upon. A little
misgiving takes hold of him, and
he  resuscitates  another  two - year -
old astatement, ¢ Two years ago,”
he says, “‘I declared that this was a ques-
tion of fact, and not a question of law.
That is my policy.” Again one is puzzled
to know how such a stavement can be tor-
tured to mean a definite policy. Yet, when
the hon. gentleman gave iv forth and said
‘¢ that is my policy,” every man of his sup-
port cheered and cheered most lustily.
They had got what they wanted—a definite,
clear-cut policy, as clear, sir, as the sun.
light with no shadow upon it at all. Again,
I'ask what is the meaning of the word
policy, and how can such a statement of
mere fact be demominated a policy, and
cheered by a hundred or more statesmen at
the back of their leader ? But, sir, my hon.
friend wants to have a trinity of planks to
stand upon. - Feeling yet a little insecure,
he went a step further and resuscitated
another old statement. He said, * Two
years ago I declared that if the schools are
Protestant, then there is a grievance, and
there ought to be aremedy. That is my
policy.” There you have it, gentlemen of
this house, the country has it. Three
isolated facte uttered two or three years
ago, resuscitated to-day in the face of a
great crisis, whem the hon. gentleman says
Confederation is shaking to its foundation,
pub together and echoed and re-echoed, ap-
plauded and re-applauded by his followers
8y the polioy of ‘the Liberal party upon this
school question. Then he went on o 88y,
*I speak not hastily, but when I have spoken
I do pot take it back.” The hon. gentleman
has been s0 much in love with the firab
‘part of that proposition of not speakin,
thastily that he has forgobten to-speak at a .
‘and consequently has nothing to take back.
(Langhter and cheers.) He talked about
the charge at Balaklava, and gave us some
fine:rhesoric with reference to that moted
battle, and told us how the Prince-General
who criticised it said that it was magnificent
but it was not war, and so I thought of all
the pleasant badinage and the jibes and
eneers and the pyrotechnic display which
gradually led him up to the statement of
this triune policy of his; as it was said of
the charge of Balaklava, 8o it might be said
of this, It is magnificent, but it is not
war.” (Laughter.) If I were a Frenchman,
and had good command of the French lan-
guage, I could say to my hon. friend, * Ce
n’est pas magnifique, et cs n'est pas la
guerre.” But my hon. friend rose from
those three dried sticks of fact, which he
denominated his policy, and declared then,
in tragic tones, that something must be
done, and done at once, phat the country
was .being disintegrated. Then, in the
name of heaven, why does not my hon.
friend do something? (Laughter.) Hon.
gentlemen opposite laugh. That is just
what I expeoted. I expeoted my hon.
friends to laugh at the very moment I men.
tioned the possibility of their. leader doing
something. (Laughter,) The idea is so
fereign to him, they know their leader so
well, that the mere suggestion that he
shall :‘do something sends them off into
inextinguishable laughter. (Renewed
ilpnghter.) But look ab the situation

00w in a graver aspect. My hon. friend

poses as the savionr of this country. He
.comes filled up with the idea of » c:rhyh. and

declares that something must be done, that
the couatry is being disintegrated, and that
Confeduration is is dapger. Agaiost him
stands the policy of the government, Bab
this is not sufficient for him. The situation,
he cries, is pressing him ; the crisis is great,
Confederation is in danger, and something
murp be dons ab once. What is that some-
thing he proposes to do? It is another mo-
tion, not & motion to adjourn the house.
Thie time he is on higher ground, this time
he has a motion which is going to bring
light into this darkness, hope into this des-
pair, and unity and stability out of this dis-
integration with which Confederation is
threatened. What is his motion? He asks
this house solemnly but firmly to declare
that they regret the’failure of the govern-

ment to deal with the Manitoba school ques-
tion. How? Ina manner demanded by
the best interests of the ocountry, and, fur-
thermore, he is of the opinion that the min-
Isterial declaration with regard to this ques-
tion is calculated to promote a dangerous
agitation amoog the Canadian peo-
ple. Why, Mr. Speaker, what are the
two lines of the government’s declaration ?
Give Manitoba six months to settle the
question herself. My hon. friend says that

that is dangerous? Why he argued for it

this afternoon. He blamed ue because we

had not been practising conciliation all the

time. But there is another branch to the

question. That other is that if nothing is

done to settle this mabter satiefactorily,

legislation will be introduced into this par-

liament. Does my hon. friend say that that
is dangerous ? I ask him that question now?
(Hear, hear.) In this resolution my hon.

friend declares that something is dangerous.

I want to know what he declares to be dan-
gerous, The delay of six months for Mani-
toba or the remedial legislation, which, in
bhe event of Manitoba doing nothing, is to
be introduced here when parliament meets
again?  Which does the hon. gentleman say
is dangerous? Or is it both? My hon.

friend did not deign to explain it in his
speech. My hon. friend, when he is asked
the question now, remains silent in his seat.

How absolutely definite is the government’s
policy. The government’s work for five
years is all before him, and yet, when he
comes to regret that the government is deal-
ing with the Manitoba question in a manner
not demanded by the best interests of the
country, he has no suggestion im his resolu-
don or speech as to what would
be the manner demanded by the
best interests of the country. Not the
least. (Cheers) My hon. friend reached
to the height of twice moving the
adjournment of the house to defeat the gov-

ernment, but to-day he reached a still higher
plane, and he moved a colorlese, catch mo-

tion, which every man who is opposed in the
least partioular to any step the government

has taken, or who is opposed in the least to
throwing a single ray of light on this matter
could vote for. I challenge my hon. friend

bo pub a motion before the house laying
down a definite, plain policy in substitation
for the policy of this government, and ask
this house to support it. My hon. friend
says that something must be done, and done
at once. He is in a position to do it. Jur-
isdiction is vested in this house. My hon.
friend can introduce his bill, his measure,
and submit the case to the house for its ad-
option, and this house has juriediction to
make it law. If he and his party have any
plan, they can put it into the shape of legis-
lation, and this parliament is in a posi bion
to pass upon that legislation. Has he done
that? Will he do it? Will he give even a
suggeation of it? My hon. friend taunted
us with being cowardly. Well, Mr. Speaker,
we have pub our position plainly and clearly
before this house, and have taken our stand
apon it. Has the hon. gentleman dome the
same ?
Dr. Landerkin—Where is your bill2.

Mr, Foster—My hon. friend taunted us
with trying to keep together in union in
this House and the country the two great
branches of different belief and different
race. Doee he find fault with that? Has
he no solicitude for the same? Would the
party or the leader be worthy of the name if
he did not in the same spirit of toleration
and love of unity endeavor, which my hon.
friend made a part of his peroration, to
couple all sections and creeds together in
this country within the ranks of his party,
instead of making a cleavage: line dividing
them? (Cheers.) My hon. friend taunts
us with being disunited in our councils.
How is it with himself? I challenge him
and his lieutenants to get up to-day and
say what they are in favor of on this ques-
tion. They dare not do it. They put
motions which are ocolorless, they dodge
every mobion which is defined. The thing
they do not want to do is to put themselves
on record. They have been skulking
through  this House and through
this  country  without giving  the
least information to the people of
where they stand. Looking only, and
hoping only, for profit to themselves and
power to themselves through disintegration
which may come to their opponents.
(Cheers.) I like the men who will attack
from without, who will batter down the
walls, and attack the beleagured fortress,
and capture it manfully, but 1 despise the
men who will send their spies and try to
capture it by exciting dissensions within.
(Cheers.) I ask my hon. friend to abandon
this pusillanimous statesmanship of putting
governments out on motions of adjournment
and colorless catch motibns, and to rise to
the spirit of the occasion and the importanoce
of the question by giving this house and the
ocountry the benefis of a statesmanlike opin-
ion, the benefit of his declaration of what
his policy would be, what he thinks woald
remedy the difficulty, what he thinks would
make peace, and would make lasting and
durable unity throughout the country.
(Great cheering.) To none of these appeals
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does he respond. All his hopes, all the
hopes of hieparty, are based upon dissension
in the ranks of the government opposed
to him, and are as far as possible re-
moved from any positive benefit that he
hopes to get from any policy that he pro-
Pposes to substitute for the policy of his op-
ponents. Mr. Speaker, I appeal to my hon,
friend to-night, I sppeal to him and to his
lieutenants, I challenge them again to get
up in this house and give their opinions with
reference to this question. I challenge them
to do it but they will not do it. (Cheers.)
I said to my hon. friend who sat by my side
when the leader of the opposition rose to-
day: “He will talk around everything,
and commit himeelf to nothing.” "And it
fell out exactly that way. The hon. gentle-
man talked around everything, he com-
mitted himself to nothing. He ended up
by deolaring :—*“I am not going to commit
any chivalrous blunder.” No, the blanders
my hon. friend commits will never be chiv-
alrous. He has made many blunders, he
will make many more, buv he does not run
many rieks of making that chivalrous blun-
der which consista in simply rising and
stating plainly and frankly and honestly
his position upon the great question of the
day. (Loud and prolonged cheering. )
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