I3

-

THE VICTORIA WEEKLY COLONIST, FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 1891.

+The Colonist.

ARVY 18, 1801,

FRIDAY, JAN?

A BAD BEGINNING.

The editor of the News-Advertiser is
doing his best to convince the readers of
his paper that he is unfit to take a part in
transacting the public business of the
province. He is ready to believe the
reports that are raised by the enemies of
public men, and to act upon them as if
they had been proved to be unquestion-
ably true. The representative of the

" people who places reliance on every
rumor which is circulated to the preju-
dice of even his opponents is certain to
be made a dupe of by every unscrupulous
partisan who desires to use him for his
ewn purposes.  Giving credence to such
rumors, repeating them and drawing con-
clusions from them, are the surest evi-

" dences of a weak mind and an ill-bal-
anced judgment.

" The man who, without provocation, in
the most offensive language he can com-
mand, deliberately insults those with
whom he must work and on whose
©eo-operation he must depend pro-
perly and efficieutly to perform
the duties of his position, is
t00 malignant and too impracticable to
makean efficient or an influential mem-
ber of a deliberative body. No prudent
man throws obstacles in his own way, or
deliberately and without necessity makes
eneniies for himself or for his party.

The editor of the News-Advertiser will,
beiore he is much older, find that the
eourse which he has pursued with respect
to the stupid reports raised by ill-natured
and unscrupulous persons, relative to the
officials of the Education Department,
besjdes being malicious, is mogt mnwise.
Fhose who read the insulting language
which he yses with respect to men who
have not offsnded him in any . way, and

- who have done nothing contrary to the
public interest, will be certain to form a
very low opinion of his ability to perform
his duties as the representative of Van-
couver in the: Provincial Assembly.
Bvery one knows that an egotistical aud a
walignant man, who goes out of his way
to traduce and misrepresent men of the op-
posi‘e party never makes a useful member
of a deliberative body.  And this is the
character that the editor of the News-

Advertiser is doing his best to earn for

himself,

THE COMPETENT MEN.

The canvass for the positions of Mayor
and Aldermen will, during the interval
between now and election day, be brisk.
There are: many candidates in the field,
and some of them are men who have
proved themselves to ‘possess high busi-
ness ability. We sincerely trust that
these men will be elected. The City
Council of 1891 will have, besides its
ordivary duties, a great deal of special
business to perform. It will have to put
the work of constructing the sewers in
good shape. The preliminaries will have
to be arranged for the constiuction of
the market house. The area just taken
within the city’s limits must be incor-
porated with the city—made in reality
what it is now in name only.  Furnaces
for cremating the gurbage of the city are
to be built, and that in such a way as not
to create a nuisance. Changes, amount-
ing, perhaps, to a complete reorganiza-
tion, are required to be made in the
arrangements for lighting the city. The
finances of the city must be put on a better
footing. A better system of dealing with
appropriations and of keeping' accounts
is needed. To doall this, and to keep
the regular machinery of the city govern-
ment in good working order, require
all the busiuess ability that ten ex-
perienced mep possess.

1t is—qdite evident that there is un
room at the Council Board for cranks or
imbeciles. The system of doing the ex-
ecutive work of the committees requires
every councillor to be a clear-headed
practical man of business. Even a single
obstructionistor au impracticable faddist
can make any amount of mischief, and can
prevent good work being done.

There are indications that many of the
electors are alive to the necessities of the
situation, and are determined to vote only
for men of proved business ability. We
earnestly hope that these form a large
majority of the electorate. The citizens
of Victoria have seen the folly of voting

" for men becauss they liked them as
neighbors and fellow-citizens, and not be-
cause they esteemed them as upright and
srustworthy men of business. Every one
knows that a candidate can be in many
ways a most estimable man aud yet wholly
antit to perform the duties of the office
which he aspires to fill. 1t should not re-
quiremuchargument to convine- an intelli-
gent and public-spirited citizen, thattovote
for such a man is not doing him a kind-
ness, while it is doing the city an injury.
Victoria, like every other ci y and town
on the continent, has not at its command
any more brains and business experience
than it needs. When there is a chance
of choosing a man of talent and exper-
ienc» in preference to a candidate who is
known not to have had experience, and

that competency will be made the sole
test &% the coming election. This is what
a man does when his private interests
are conc rned, and there 1s equally good
reason for his acting in the same way in
matters in which the public welfare is
iuvolved.

We hope, too, that every person who
has a vote will take a lively interest in
the election. It is a matter in which not
only every elector, but every resident of
the city, old or young, is concetned. If
the city is well governed, every soul in it
is to a greater or less extent
benefitted. If its affairs are neg-
lected or badly ‘conducted, all its
inhabitants suffer. The health, the com-
fort and the convenience of every
citizen in a very great measure depend
upon how the members of the City
Council, which is soon to be elected, do
their duty. No citizen, no matter how
high or how humble his position, can say
with any approach to truth, ‘Ic is
nothing to me who is elected.” Itisa
great deal to him and to any one living
in the city connected with him. It may,
indeed, be a matter of life or death to
him whether Mr. A. or Mr. B. is elected
next Thursday. It should be always
borne in mind that the sanitary state of
the city depends upon the intelligeuce,
‘the energy and the faithfulness of the
members of the City Council. If the
right measures are not taken at the right
time to preserve the public health, there
will be sure to be some victims to the
ignorance and the apathy which are the
causes of the neglect. C.n any one tell
who will be those victims? If the in-
telligent elestor "will reflect for a few
moments he will be convinced that it is
of a great deal of consequence to him
who will be in charge of the ¢ity’s affairs
for the next twelve months. This
reflection should cause him to make it- a
point to poll his vote and to pol] it for
the most competent of the candidates.

E _——————

FROM BAD TO WORSEK.

The bill to provide against the contrac-
tion of the eurrency, to make way fur
which the Force Bill was thrust aside, is,
in the opinion of very many, not less mis-
chievous than the Force Bill jtgelf. Its
object is to give silver a fictitious value
by making the Guvernment a very large
purchaser of this metal and there is an
smendment which is intended to compel
the people.of the United States to accept
and use an unlimited quantity of silver
as money. There are people in the
United States who believe that it is no
more the business of government to deal
in silver"than to deal in pork or wheat.
But the silver men have much influence
in‘Congress, and they are experts in the
art and’ mystery of obtai ing votes.
Whether or not they will succeed in en-
gineering this silver bill, which cow-
petent men declare is framed in direct
violation of all sound business principles,
through Congress it is difficult to s y.
The opposition to it is strong, both in
and out of the legislature. This is what
the St. Paul Pioneer Press, one of the
most influential journals of the North-
west, says about it :

*One ‘cannot, of course, lose sight of
the fuct that the combination by which
this change of programme was ac-
complished is a combination to bring
commercial ruin on the country, as the
price of prosperity to a few silver miners.
‘Che attack made by 'the free coinage pro-
position is the most desperate and dan-
gerous since the -resumption of specie
payments. In just as far as it can show
any prospect of success it will spread
consternation through the business and"
financial world, and promote monetary
contraction and panic. But the country
still refuses to believe that its representa-
tives will sanction any such suicidal ac-
tion. Between the nation and the possi-
bility of fre+ coinage there_stand the
House of Representatives and the Pr si-
dent’s vet . Free debate killed the elec-
tions bill. Now let free debate have a
chance at the Senaite’s precipus linancial
project with its free cuinage’ amendment.
All that we ask, all that we hope for is
sufficient time for the country to under-
stand the tinancial question, aud to learn
what the destruction of ourcredit means.
When that work of educatiou is doue,
and we still hope that it may be done be-
fore the silver conspirators ca" work their
will, the country will reject free coin ge
as if it were a thousand electivn bills
rolled into one.”

It must not be forgotten that the
Farmers’ Alliance, which has beécome a
power in the United States, is in favor « £
the free coinage of silver. One of its
great objects is to make money plenty in
the couutry, and its members think thut
if there ure only greenbacks guough
printed and silver dollars encugh coined,
every one can have all the money le
needs without having to work too haid
for it. They have yet to learn that there
are many things to be thought of in tli:
currency busivess that they have not
begun to consider. It will,- howeve ,
take a guod while to educate thew, aid
as they have votes, the politicians may not
think it safe to wait until their political
education is finished. Many of theu
may support the mischievous siiver bill,
believing that the farmers will coutinue
some tiume louger at their present sta se
of advancement.

—_——
Powder Mitl Explosion,

A nowder mill explosion affects the country
for miles round, but dyspénsia,biliousness.

who has sh \wn no proofs of pussessing
ability, persoual liking should not s‘and
in the way of voting for the man whose

capacity bas been proved. We do hope

| constipa ion, heacache, lo-s of appetite and
| debility affect humanity the wor'd over. The
edit r o the Mitchell Recorder stat:s th:t h
was cured of hilinusne-s. L.ver trouble and sick
headache by Burdock Blo d Bitters. Is it not

| worth trying on such evidence ?

A DEEP LA1D SCHEME.

There is talk in Washington and else-
where about the Nicaragua canal just
zow. The people are told that the great
undertaking is getting along swimmingly.
The Nicaraguan Government, which is a
little crauky at times, is amiable and ac-
commodating, and has confirmed the
company’s concession. The reports show
that the surveys for the final locatiun of
the entire line of the canal have been
completed. The engineers who had in
charge the surveys of the embankments,
dams and locks, h.ve nearly got through
their work. As many as 86 buildings
have been erected for various purposes,
and machine shops and a foundry are in
course of consteuction. Timber is being
prep'red for wharves, breakwaters,
bridges and so forth. The surgeon of the
| company also reports that the men em-
ployed have good health. There is sick-
ness, of course, and for those who are ill
hospiuals with a staff of physicians and
trained nurses have been provided. - The
mortality among those taken to the hos-
pital has been light, and the proportion
suffering from malarial diseases has not
been so large as might, considering the
climate and the work which the men have
to do, b expected. Altogether in Nica-
ragua everything is lovely and the goose
hangs high.

In the same papers that contain these
rose-c+ lored reports is_published a tele-
gram from Washington, in which inform-

members of the Senate is retailed. We
are told that the Senate has passed a
resolution providing for the p inting of a
thousand maps of the route of the Nicar-
agua Canal and the contiguous country.
The writer of the telegram, from indica-
tions that he has obtained and from hints
that he has received, has *‘ no doubt that
the Senate is preparing to present the
country a gigantic scheme nvolving mil-
lions of money and contemplating a stroke
in diplomacy that will send the adminis-
trativn with more than the usual amount
of glory in the eyes of those who are ad-
herents of the Munroe doctrine.”

Of ‘course the Committee on Foreiin
Affairs is ** mum,” but they are not su
cluse-mouthed s tn-keep frum the enter-
prising currespondent the information that
it is the intention of the Government to
back the company’s paper to the extent of
a hundred millions of dollars the se-
curity which the Company is to give for
this immense sum is the *'well-kept se-
cret of the Senate.” Of course the
Uuited States is to obtain many and
great advantages, material and political.
It is in fact to be made the protector of
the country along the route of the canal
and of as much more as can be roped in.
The ingenious correspondent believes
that the people will ‘‘endorse” the
scheme and support the schemers. There
will, he sagaciously foresees, be a number
of suspicious, contankerous, evil-minded
creatures, who will be sure to declare
tha' the ‘‘gigantic scheme” is nothing
better than an immense steal—a plan
to make a lot of speculalors rich
at the public expense. Indeed, it duves
appear to the outsider as if these suspi-
cious, uncharitable people would be more
than half right. . If the Canal Company
is auything like the American railway
compaunies it will hardly be safe to let it
have the handling of the people’s mouey,
for if its managers vet it once in'o their
clutches the Uunited State Treasury will
never see it again. But the sanguine
correspondent has no such fears.

If it were not for the beautiful reports
that have been published, respecting the
doings and the prospects of the Nicaragua
Canal Cumpany, we would be inclined to
regard the Washington telegram as a
work of fictivn, but the reports and the
telegram fit into each other so well that
we would not be surprised to find that
there is sumething in this scheme to build
the Nicaragua Canal with money borrow-
ed on the credit of the Unit.d States.

THE MEETING OF PARLIAMENT.

The session of the D.minion Parlia-
ment this year will evidently be a lat\e
one. There is, as yet, no word of it
being summoned to meet for dispatch of
business. It is not likely that Parlia-
ment will meet before the beginning of
March. Forty days is the usual notitica-
tion given, and the proclamation must be
issued soon if it is to be convened early
in that month. The reason given for the
lateness of the session, by an ingenious
correspondent of a western paper, is that
the census is to be taken this year, and
the Guvernment wants to have Parlia-
ment in session when the results are
known, so that a redistribution measure
can be immediately framed. 1f this is
true, a genoral election may be expected
before the cluse of the present year.
Thnere is no necessity for being in such a
hurry. The term of the present Parlia-
ment does not expire unti 1892. Eren
if Parlisment does not meet uutil the
begin inz of March, it can hardly be ex-
pected that the census staff will by able
to get through their work early ‘enough
to permit the Govern'nent to get its re-
distribution bill ready before the time for
prorogation comnes. Then there are
voters’ lists to be made out for the new
constituencies and for those that will be
modified by the redistributicn. So it
scems to us that those who have told the

public that the general election will take

ation which has been obtained from leaky-

place between haying time aud harvest
of the present year have reckoned with-
out the Premier, The Government ap-
pear to be in no hurry to bring on a
general election. Time is telling in its
favor. Its prospects are better now than
they were a year ago, and, unless a won-
derful change comes over the Opposition,
the chaunces of its getting in a sweeping
majority will be greater in 1892 then they
are in 189i. We therefore place very
little reliance on the rumor circula ed
from Ott.wa that there will be a general
election next su:nmer.

SHUNTED.

The Election Bill, to the indignation
and disgust of many stalwart Republicans
has been ¢leverly consigned to the limbo
of untinished measures by its opponents.
Senator Hoar who had charge of the bill
aud & number of out-and-out supporters
of the Administration were bound to
carry the bill thr ugh the Senate, al-
though the nation had at the late elec-
tions declared against it. A few Repub-
lican senators, who regarded the measure
a8 a wischievous as well as an u: popular
one, united with the Democratic minority
to sweep the obuoxious bill eut of the
Senate. The mauceuvre was executed in
this way. On Monday afternoon Senatur
George got up te resume his speech on
the Force Bill. Befoss he had well
begun Senator Stewart moved to take up
the Senate bill to provide against con-
tracting the currency. Mr. George who
was in ~n accommodating mood expressed
his willingness to yield the fl.or fur that
motion. Senator Hoar who seems at
once to h.ve understood the object of the
motion protested and tried to prevent
the question being put.  The scene that
followed was exciting, but the presiding
ofticer was firm and would permit no dis-
cussion, so the questivn to proceed to the
consideration of the bill to provide against
the contraction of the currency was put
and carried. The yeus were 34 and the
nays 29. Eight Republican senators
voted with the Democrats. The Election
bill was thus disposed of by a side-wind.
Therules of the Senate are such that it
will be impossible to bring up the bill
during the present session, and at the
next session the Dem-crats will have
command of the House of Representatives,
and a ﬁouse of that complexion would
not entertain such a measure for a single
moment. A few extremists in Congress
may regret the fate of the Force Bill, but
the bulk of the people, both Republicans
and Democrats, are pleased to see it out
of the way.

———eeeen
" THE CONSUMPTION CURE.

The world has not ceased to talk about
Koch's cure. People everywhere, pro-
fessional and non-professional, take a
profound interest in the experiments
that are being made with the lymph in
Europe and America. There are still
maay who doubt the efficacy of the cure.
Cer ainty in a matter of this kind is verys
difficult. It requires time to prove the
curative powers of the lymph. Improve-
ment, as every one knows, is net cure.

A patient may appear very much better
—s0 much better, that many are ready to
pronounce him cured when the disease
may break out again, and the las: state
of that man may be worse than the first.
There are, however, eminent physicians
who are firm believers in the efficacy of
of Koch’s cure. They are confident that
it will stand the test and that it will
effect a permanent cure of consumption.
Among these is Dr. Austin Fliut. He
contributes a paper to the January num-
ber of the Forum, the title of which is
expressive and shows that he has
faith in the dis overies that have of late
years been made m medical science. The
title he has given his article, which treats
principally of Dr. Koch’s cure, is *‘The
Revolution n Medicine.”

This éminent phys‘cian, who knows too
much to be easily deceived, either by men
or niedicines, is evidently a great admirer
of Koch, and he believes in him and in
the work he has done. This is what
he says of the great German scientist :

* ¢ The statements made by Koch him-
self are of a character fully to justify the
profound impression they have made
upon the public as well as upon the
medical profession. Koch’s previous
career entitles his utterances 'o the most
respectful - consideration. A few years
since he discovered the cause of tuber-
cul-sis, and this discovery at the present
day has no scien itic cpposition worthy of
serivus consideration. He now states
that he probably has discovered a cure
for tuberculosis. I cannot but hink that
this also w 11 soon become . an aéknow-
ledyged fact.”

Having shown the readers of the
Forum that Koch is a man to be relied
upon and believed in, Dr. Flnt tells
them what he says about his discovery
and the results it produces :

‘¢ Patients under treatment,” says
Koch, “for the first stage of phthiis
(consumption) were freed from every
symptom of disease and might be pro
nounced cured ; patients with cavities.
uot yet too highly develope, improved
considerably, and were alinost cured ;
and only iu those whose lungs contaiued
many large cavities could no impr ve-
ment be proved. Objectively, even in
these cases, the expectorativd decreased
and the subjective conditim improved.
These experiments lead me to suppose
that phthisis in th- beginning can be
cured with certainty by this remedy.

This statement reouires limitation in so
far as no concluslve experiments can

be brought forward at present to prove
whether the cure is lasting.”

It is seen from this that Koch, before
he made his discovery public, had made
many trials of the lymph, and had satis-
fied himself that it was a cure for con-
sumption in its early stages. The experi-
ments which he began are sbeing tried
now on a much larger scale, and the world
will not be kept much longer in doubt.

Although the lymph is very difficult to
procure it has been obtained by the
physicians of many haospitals in America
as well as Eurcpe. Dr. George A. Bing-
bam has succceded in getting for the
Trinity Medical College, Toronto, a small
quantity of the precious fluid, and two
patients in the G 1 Hospital of that
city have been placed under treatment—
a young man for ¢ ‘nsumption and a
woman not very young for lupus. The
remedy, as most of our readers know, is
administered by being injected by a
syringe, made expressly for the purpose,
under the skin. The operation—if so
simple a process can be éalled an opera-
tion—was performed in the presence of a
large number of physiciaus and others,
Dr. Sheard being the operator. The
lymph was injected beneath the skin of
the back between the shoulder blades,
A very small quantity is used, asitisa
very powerful medicine, and too large a
dose, if the patient is suffering from con-
sumption, might be attended by the most
serious results.

The effect produced by the lymph on
these two patients will be watched with
great interest by nearly every one in
Canada. The importance of finding a
cure for consumption is fully appreciated
by people of all classes and every degree
of intelligence.  All know how deadly
that disease is, and very many have, with
aching hearts, seen it slowly sapping the
lives of those who were near and dear to
them.

Dr. Flint tells us that about ten per

cent. of recorded deaths, at all ages and

from all causes, is due to consumption.
If Dr. Koch has found a means of put-
ting a stop to this dreadful mortality, or
even of materially lessening it, he will
have'conferred a beuefit of incalculable
value-on the whole human race. So great
a change, wonderful as it would he, is
not without a parallel.  Before vaccina-
tiou was adupted ten per cent. of the
deaths from all eauses was from small-
pox. Now the proportion of deaths from
that disease is not the one-tenth of oune
per cent. If Koch’s discovery produces
anything like so great a change, his mem-
ory will be held in honor through all the
ages.

I8 IT TRUE?

There is a story abroad that King
Kalakaua is ““strapped.” He is, 80 to
speak, ‘““on his uppers.” He is in a
foreign land without a dollar to buy him
a dinner. He is under the necessity of
depending on his friends in America for
what money he needs to get along with
and to take him home when bhe is tired
of his tramp. When he received the in-
vitationeto go to America, so the report
runs, he was out of funds. But the
chance was too good a one to miss. He
drew upon the Treasury of his Kingdom.
It was, unfortunately, in nearly the same
condition as his pocket. There were in
it one hundred and three dollars and tifty
cents, This His Majesty put in his
pocket and went on board the American
cruiser. One hundred and three dollars
does not last a humble private citizen
very long in San Francisco, and it can
easily be understood that the King of the
Sandwich Islands soun came to the end
of his travelling fund. The ill-natured
and wretched repoiter insinuates that
the great American institution, poker,
had something to do with' its speedy dis-
appearance. His Mujesty was reduced
to the necessity «f borrowing, and, it is
said, that his creditors are already num-
erous and of many ranks and conditiuns.
Whether or not he *‘swore off” at the
beginning of the New Year, and how he
intends to raise the wind to get home
agaiu, are subjects on which our inform-
ant is silent. We will not vouch for the
truth of this story. We give it as we
received it. Whether it is true or not it
is certain that it has travelled across the
centinent, ard travelled back to the
Pacific Coast again.
S

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

® A New York ‘elegram to a San Fran-
oisco paper contains the following para-
graph :—

** Representatives of British Columbian
sealers have been officially informed, in
reply to th ir remewed inquiries, that
their constitucats may proceed with the r
arrangewents for the approaching season,
in full contidence that an adequa'e im-
perial 1 aval fuice will be ou the grou d
tu extend to them full protection in the
lawful pursuit of their calling. This in-
formation is based on pers.nal assurances
sive by Sulisbury to Sir Charles Fupper,
the Canadian High Comumissioner, and to
Sir John Thompson, the Cinadian Minis-
ter of Justice, last autumn, and officially
renewed since then by dispatches from
the colouial office to the Guvernor-Gen-
cral.”

We do not believe that there is one
word of truth in these statements. The
British authorities are not in the habit of
giving British Columbia sealers assurances
of protectirn.  When sealers are ou the
eve of sailing they find that it is useiess

to ask those in authoriiy whether they

will be protected or not. The Dominion
authorities declare that hey do not know
what the intentions of the Imperial Gov
ernment are, and Imperial officers and
officials invariably decline to give sealers
the slightest encouragement.

WE do not remember to have seen a
meaner editorial paragraph than one
which appeared in the organ of the Op-
position, yesterday evening. In that
paragraph a want n attack is made upon
Mr. D. Wilson, Inspector of Schools, one
of the most unassumiug of men aud the
most conscientious of officials. He is de-
nounced as ‘‘a political attache of the
Education Office” and stigm tized as ‘*a
spy,” merely because he attended a
meeting of the Mainland Teachers’ Insti-
tute. Mr. Wilson was performing one of
the duties of his position, and that not the
least important, when he attended that
meeting. It would be, indeed, singular
if a representative of the Department was
not present to take part in the pioceed-
ings. Not only.does the Times fiercely
and causelessly attack an efficie.t and
faithful public servant, but it wantonly
insults the Mainland teachers as a body,
by a good .deal more than insinuating
that they were coerc:d by Mr. Wilson to
pass, contrary to their h nest convic-
tions, a rmlution expressive of confi-
dence in the Education Department.
This is the secret of the vio’ence and the
insolence of the Times. lts hatred of
the head of the Education Departmeut is
80 great that its rage cannot be kept with-
in bounds when it finds that in spite of
all its efforts to misrepresent and align
him and the officials of the Education
office, they still retain the respect and es-
teem of the great majority of the
teachers.

THE statement made by Ald. McKillican
at the nomination yesterday to the effect
that the letter in THE CoLONIST signed
¢ Citizen ” was written in the office by
one of the staff, is wholly untrue. The
let'er was not written by anyone con-
nected with this paper. When Tae
Covonist has anything to say about the
way in which any department of the city
government is conducted, it is not afraid
to give expression to its views openly.
This it has done more than ouce respecting’
the mapner in which the Lighting-Com-
mittee has performed its duties. Our
criticisms have been too mild, and we
now see that we have shown the chair-
man of that committee, Mr. McKillican,
too much .c.nsideration.

—
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES.

Regular Monthly Meetinz of the People’s
Representatives—What they Did.

The ordinary monthly meeting of the
Board of School Trustees was held lust
night, Mr. C. Hayward, president, in the
chair. There were presen: Trustees
Erskine, Hall, Walker and Mallandaine.
After routine,

The secretary read a communication
from -Miss Armstreng, principal of the
Girls’ Ce tralschool.askingforrolls of hon-
or on which would be inscribed the names
of the girls as they left for promotion to
the High School. -

The president thought that these rolls
would be desirable to have, but where
was the money to come from ?

The secretary intimated that he had no
money; he did not handle school funds.
Mr. Mallandaine moved that the secre-
tary inform Miss Armstrong that while
they approved of her idea, they had no
funds with which to carry out the sugges-
rjon.

The Secretary said that the attendance
for December had shown a slight falling
off from the previous month. The at-
tendance during December had been
1,389, compared with 1,475 in' Iiu-ember
aud 1,211 in December, 1889. 1ihs ex-
cess over December last year had been
178. The daily average in 1890 was
1,243.06, and Dacember, 1889, 956.10.
The number of scho'ars per teacher had
averaged 46 04 in 27 school divisions.
The Secretary here read the entire list
of schools, remarking that some of them
were crowded.

Mr. Hall said that he and Mr. Walker
had visited the Hillside school aund bad
found the desks and seats very much
damaged. In fact, some of them had to
be prupped with boxes. Something had
to be done at once.

The Secretary—What is to be done ?
Mr. Hall The Trustees must make
use of the newspapers.

The Chairm u—We c¢wn’t mend desks
without mouey.

Mr. Walker— The teachers understood
that a carpe ter was to-fix them at once.
The Trustees went into Executive
committee on a variety of matters. It is
said they declined to accept a resignation
which had been tendered by Miss Arrow-
smith.

> A FEAST IN STORE.

Emma Jue", With an Improved Company, to
Visit Victoria Ea:ly Nex:t Month.

Advance Manager Hennesy, of the far-
famed Emwma Juch Opera Company, was in
conference with Mauuger Austin of The
Victoria last evening, and the result of
their having put their heads together, will
be the appearance of Miss Juch and her
noted company of artists, in this city on
the 5th, 6th, and 7th proximo.

Emma Abbott was Emma Juch’s only
rival in her particular class of opera in
America, and, now that she is dead, Miss
Juch stands alone and unequalled Her
good work when she lust piid this city a
visit will long be remembered, and will en-
sure her crowided houses during' her stay in
the city. The company supporting this
bright operatic star is better than ever, and
her Victoria engagement will include some
of the hest operas in her repertoire. It is
expected that the opening will be Wagner’s
Lohengrin; Carmen will be given at the
matinee performance, and Mignou on either
the second or last evening. One night’s
bill yet remains te be decided.

Supt. H. Abbatt of the C.P.R., with J. P.
Geddes, is at the Driard.

——

THE LOSSOF HMS. SERPENT

R,!’i“"; ofrthe Court-Martial op the
Three Survivors—Verdict of ——
the Court.

The Wreck Attributed to ay Error of
Judgment of I'hose Navigat- —
ing the Vessel.

Lloyd’s Weekly, of Dec. 21st., furnish-
es the following account of the naval ep.
quiry iuto the loss of H. M. §. Serpent :

The court-martial on the three surviy-
ors of the ill-fated ship Serpent, wrecked
at Cape Villano ou Nov. 10 last, assem-
bled on board her Majesty’s ship Black
Prmc_e, ﬁaigship at Igevaurt,vu Tuesday
morning, having been postponed fro
Monday, for which day i}t) wagopreviou(s;l;
tixed. The three survivors, Frederick
Joseph Gould, leading seaman, Onesi-
phorus Luxon, able seaman and Edward 4
Burton, able seaman, all lovking fairly
well, were provided with seats in the
court, but, in accordauce with custom
the provest-marshal, with drawn sward’
stood over them. The earlier part of the
day was occupied with official statements
a ter which the three men rescued were
called, and agreed that there were no
leadsmen in the chains, nor any deep
soundings being taken at the time of the
disaster. There was half a gale of wind
but the ship behaved well.  Staff Com.
mander Heunderson, an asgistans of the
Hydrographic departinent,who swung the
Serpent at Plymouth in July, st ted that
ll.elf compasses were in a sutisfactury con-
dition when she returned from the naval
mancsuvres. Staff Comma der Freake
stated that on the lost cruiser the *‘lieel-
ing error” w s reduced toa minimum
and if -he Serpent had approached the
land and some disturbance had taken
place she would have been thrown off
shore. In Spain all the magnetic causes
which could have prevailed would have
tended to the ship’s safery.

On Wednesday Staff-Commander EJ.
wards afforded valuable information in
drawiug out courses from the pousition of
the Serpent as last seen by the steamship
Pevinsula  The Admiralty sailing direc-
tions for the north-east coast of Spain
were reuf!. and showed that evely warn-
ing 18 given to comwanding officers of
vessels, not only 10 guard against the
current, which, with south-west winds,
sets in with great strengih between the
Gisarga 1sles and Cape Ortegal, but also
‘to heave the lead frequently, especially in
hazy weather, the surroundings giving a
warning before the surf « f the shore can
be heard.

The court, after deliberating for two
hours, found that the compasses in use
on board the Serpent were m every re-
spect satisfactory and reliable ; that the
proper charts aud all hydrographical no-
tices relating to the service on which the
Serpent was to be employed were sup-
plied to her before she sailed from Ply-
mouth ; that the ship appeared to have
been in every respect seaworthy and
properly equipped ; that no accident of
any kind had happened on board the ship
up to the moment of her stranding ; thas
there was no evidence to prove whether
the position of the ship had been fixed by
the means best available on - board ; that
there was no proof that any unusual or
abnormal currents prevaile t in the Bay
of Biscay at or near the east and north-
west coust of Svain during the voyage of
the Serpent from Plymouth,beyoud those
which maiiners are warned by the sailing
directions to expect. The court attributed
the loss of the Serpent to an error in
judgment of those responsible for the
navigation of the ship, in not baving
shaped a course sufficiently to the west-
ward, and found that no blame was to be
attributed to any of the survivors of the
crew in connection with the loss of the
ship. "The court added that it desired te
lace on record the fact that orders were
vbeyed and discipline maintained by the
officers and crew up to the last.

A PLASTERER REPLIES.

To THE EpiTorR : I have just had the
pleasure of reading the contractor,s let-
ter in last Suuday’s CoLoNIsT, in which
he deplores the fact that in conducting
what he is pleased to term our *‘strike,”
we have not adopted the **honorable
course of remaining idle.” Ia reply, may
I be permitted to state our case? Some
time ago we decided that we would work
no longer in company with Chinese, and
gave the contractors due notice that
either they would have to let the China-
men go or we would seek work elsewhere.
They preferred to keep the Chi ese, and
we went. Not being fond of eating the
bread of idleness, and being determined
to have our allotted share of breai, we
resolved to do all the work we could get
to do for the public direct. We give
house owners the benefit -of cur skilled
labor for its value, and if we do their
work as well as ever, and omit the mid-
dlemen’s profits from our bills, have the
reasonable public a right to complain ?

WoORKING PLASTEREE.

INACCURATE.

To THE EprrTor : The Times has found
a ware’s nest when it states that freights
on sugar from Montreal and Halifax have
been raised to suit the Vancouver Sugar
Retinery. Many changes are to come
into operation on the 1st of February,
according to arrangements made by the
Transcontinental  assoc ation The
writer in the T mes should study figures
and find that decimal 15 is not 8 quarter
nor is decimal 20 a haf. The writer
might a'so enlighten us how the N rthern
Pacific and Union Pacific, beth in the
association, can be interested in avoiding
freight from the' East in favor of a British
Columbia refinery. VINDEX.
e
Nobody Killed.

A run-away horse owned by Walter
Milligan terminated his flight at the corner
of Fort and Government street, yesterday
morning. The buggy to which the horse,
waus attached was turned np-ile down, they,
front wheel turned iosidz-out, aud the
shafts considerably broken. The animal
evidently got frightened by the street car,
for as quick as u flish it pulled the bridle
from the hand of the driver, who was sta!}:d-
ing, and bolted down Yates street, passiug
all the hacks on Government without doing
any daniwge. The excitement ended at the
Brown Jug Saloon, where the sniash-up
occurred.

-
A VICTIM OF STKY(

John Wild Defeats the La
iug a Dose of Dead
- Poison.

Regretting His Act, He A
Doctor, But Help Con
Too Late.

A telegram from Chemainus,

Sergt. Langley, of the Provine

" late on Monday night, instruc!
arrest and hold a young man, ni
wild, for & few months employ
tender at the Driard, upon a ch
taining money under false pre
Samuel Gray, of Chemainns. The
sent out at once to find the man,
obtaining any information as to
boarded, until yesterday morni
when they went to arrest him,
him dead.

The circumstances of the tragid
not very clear yet. Wild came
California, where he has a brothe
as a second eugineer on a coasti
abougtfour or five months
was a bartender, and foq
gecured employment at th
Afterwards he was given work a
and handler of horses. It is o
that he was a victim of melanceh

. pecuniary trouble. He boarded
g&ne street, where he occupied
room on the ground floor. H¢
heme on Monday night, and in
ing went down town to get his
An bour or so later, he returned,
went into his room, telling the
house that she need not make up
be was going to try and get a 1
sleep. Not long after one of the
gers came homne, snd us he
Wild’s door, the latter called te &
a doctor at once. Wild was at ¢
most screaming, and suspecting
thing was wrong, the young
open the door. The occupant of
was on his bed, writhing with ag

No timie was lost in bringing
to the bedside, and he at once
situation and administered all tH
known for strychunine poisoning.
had, however, doune its work of
the victim expired in about one
property was takea possession|

lice, who also have a letter|
left, addressed to W. J. Taylor, o
Taylor. The contents will, no
made public at the coroner’s if
hour for which has not yet been|
is believed that failing to get
he expected, aud fearing arrest,
tunate man determined to commy
Having tuken the drug he regre
80, and called for a doctor, bi
Strange to say, when the doctof
steadfastly refused to take se
remedies offered by the medical n

The deceased was a 1nember @
don Lodge, No. 215, Sons of St.
San Franciseo, aud also of Sherw:
M.U.OF, Nottiagham, Eog.
born in Eagland, and was abou
of age.

Late last evening it was stated|
authority that Wild, meditatin

nned a note in which he infer
$hat disapvointmant in an affs
heart was the cause of his death.
not mention a1 y name but said h
slighted, and ‘*she” would know,

meant.. 2

S —
THE EARTH.

Rev. J. Wastie Green Delivers, the
His Scientific Lectares.

Rev. J. W. Green delivered
lecture of his series upon the Eart}
Cathedral school last evening, th

being a summary of his remaq
Eosrth, he said, having been alre:
of as a rotuting and revolvi
developed on the nebular
of Laplace, and consequen|
in a slowly evolving s
may considerit best from an
standpoinwfirst. We find that it
material is un atmespheric envelo
great tenuity iu its upper re;
growing deuser naturally from pi
we approuch the bedy of the plan
to this outer envelope comes anotf
envelope of greater density in the|
the ocean, w' ich i+ constantly sup
means of evaporation, the outer
with water vapor; und beneath ¢
envelope, snd in meany wide af
ping up above it in the shape of |
we ivhabit, lies the dense ho
Earth, which below its surface re
stores of heat,which mukes itself fi
rapid ratio as we descend beneath
face. Reversing the ratio and
the loss of heat with the ratio
ing temperaturo in ascending m
the lecturer then proceeded to ex]
course of the trade wiads and
winds, and to show on a n.ap on }
Projection how the variations in §
stant currents are made intelligil
effect of larg: masses of land in
tudes in raising the tesmperaturd
mense absorption of the solar hea
position of lund in relation to th
as productive of monsoons, were n
apon, which thus introduced the
laws of climate, of which Mr. G
North America and Euarope as the
teresting exemplifications, as shov
very plain manner the effect of
and plain in attracting warmth an
cold respectiyely. The laws of st
as yet, too little understood to
duced with advantage. We
bow rapid is the radiation constan
on from the etill hoiling heat in
of the earth.  To-night, however,
confine ourselves to the outmest
the atmosphere.  And, first, ho
weigh it? The lecturer here ga
Plungtion of the barometer. Secon
always the sume? No: dry ai
heavier than uqueous vapor, and
8un is perpetually drawing up
vapor frown the ocean and from
surfaces, it is couns'antly distur
atospheric equilibrinm, aund witl
constant dixturbance the air wou
and be unable to rupport life.
8tant disturbance takes the form of
rents, or, as we call thea, wind.
US trace the origin of winds, t
Causes, and the Jaws that govel
hey are caused by the inteuse ev
at the equator, produced by the §
Where they donot blow in regular
the reasons o their variability can

\frally ussigned.

el

Frank Duvis, who went Eist so
82> in the interests of Viinen’
Sulmon imsiness, returned by the P
Press to Westminster, on Mond|
ﬂlltis‘ﬁml with the results of his tri
Davis visitcd all the large cities,

e will ship (his year more fresh s
the Estern market than ever befo
Umbian,




