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ABANDONING THE POSITIONS.
When a general finds it necessary to

abandon an untenable positjon he
usually dees so under gover of artil-
lery fire. An undisguised retreat is
huamiliating in itself and may easily
become a rout. Whereforé the guns
are ordered to roar their loudest, and
to toss; their smokiest shells into the
opposing lines, in<hope that the en-
emy’s attention may be divérted while
thé army falls back.

Something similar would seem to be
the tactics of the ottawa Opposition
on_the Elections Bill. From its intro-
duetion” the guns parliamentary and
journalistic, great and EI;IHH‘
maintained an uproar ridiculously out
of proportion to the issue itself. Sim-
ultanéously the have
abandoned
taken afid destroyed every argument

have

Opposition
every position originally
they advanced.

Touching Manitoba, for example,
the Government preposed to prepare
voters’ lists by special agents appoint-
ed by themselves. Immediately the
Opposition took the ground that this
was an iniquitous system of list pre-
paration and“should never be resorted
to. Then it was demonstrated by sta-
tute that this
was precisely the way the Manitoba
Government prepared the lists, More,
it was proven to the hilt that while
im theory the judges revised the lists

and order in council

so prepared, in reality they were lim
ited as to the time they might oceupy
in the work so as to make actual re-
vision impossible.

This put the first trench out of
business.  To condemn the Federal
Governnient’s proposal was to
demn the Manitoba Government’s
practice. Roblin sent
far—by the Opposition—and went to
Ottawa, - He had, an iterview with
Sir Wilf¥id, returned to Mapitoba and

con-

Premier was

announced that his praetice would be

revised.  Whereas the judges had beéen
given certain specified days and hours
wherein to révise the lists a provineial
preclamation issued empowering them
to adjourn .their sitiipgs from day to
day until the work was completed.
Thig admission of Roblin
that his former course had been im-

Premier

properly. partizan enfiladed the Oppo-
sition and forced them to abandon it
—under cover of a fresh outburst of
blank ecartridge.

Relying on Premier Roblin’s prom-
ise that something approximating a
respectable revision would be permit-
ted, the Federal Government dropped
the propesal to appoint enumerators
of their own, relying on the judges to
frustrate gny uunfair ‘work of the enus
Provincial

however,

merators selected by the
Government, -They insist,
that legal means shall be provided for
allocating the numes on the voters’
lists fo their proper Federal subdivi-
sions and empower the county judges
of ‘Manitoba do. this work. Hereto-
fore. the work had to be dome or no
elections could be held, yet no ont
was Tegally authotized to do it, and
anyone doing it. was unquestionably
goingeoutside the law. ar

Two or- three points are worth not
inz in this connection. First, the
principle has been re-affirmed that the
Federal Parliament is the sole custo-
dian of the Federal franchise, and the
point once more made clear that Pro-
vineial lists are used only to avoid ex-
pense. This of course has never been
questioned by anyone worthy to be
considered an authority on either side
of the House. But it was none the
less denied point-blank by the aclions
of the Opposition—even when - their
words approved it. While admitting
Parliament’s rights of safeguarding
the franchise of Porliamentary elec-
tors, they that Premier
Roblin be left to disfranchise those
eleé¢tors when and how he pleased. In
amending the. clause affecting Mani-
toba Sir Wilfrid explicitly declared
that \inleas Premiér Roblin’s promise
is made good in practice, it will be
the duty of Parliament to take matters
in its own hands and provide means
which: will secure his vote to every
qualified man and te prevent all oth-
ers from voting in Federal elections,

Second, both the Opposition and
Premier McBride admit that the pro-
vincial Manitoba has
beeft prostituted to the business of
disfranchiging Federal electors. The
Opposition admitted it by declating
they would be outraged if similar ma
chinery were employed by the Federal
Government, The rule must hold both
ways, If similaf laws similarly ad:
ministered by the Federal Govern-
nient would be wrong to Manitoba
Consevyatives, what is this but to say

demanded

machinery of

ended the

the existing laws administered by the
Roblin Government do wrong to Mani-
toba Liberals? Premier Roblin - ad-

a proclamation empowering the Mani-
toba judges to enfranchise men whom
his enumerators have robbed of their
votes, and to disfranchise men upon
whom tliey have wraugfully conferred
the privilege of the ballot,

Third, means are provided for-doing
what heretofore someone had to do
in contravention of Ilaw if Federal
clections were to be held in Manitoba
—to allocate the names on the Prov-
incial lists to the Federal polling sub-
divisions in which they were entitled
to vote. At last election this was done
That they
went beyond their legal powers no one
has deniéd. But that the
could have keen held had they not
done so, the bitterest partizan has not
eclaimed. Nevertheless for doihg this
necessary work the officers weré hail-
eil Lefore the courts and lampooned
throughout the

by the returning officers,

elections

country as vote de-
While the could - be
kept in abeyance, the whole legal mu-
chinery of the Provincial Attorney-
Gengral \Q'as employed " to ptevent
them being tried.. When they could
no longer be delayed the cases were
formally dropped by the explicit ad-
mission that no valid evidence could
be found that the officials had
posely disfranchised any man. Thus
“thin red line” slander.
But just because it had been made a

stroyers. cries

pur-

slander and the reputations of inno-

ent men mercilessly assailed, it is
necessary to provide legal means of
doing the work which must be donc
and which they did not hesitate to do

cven without the sanction of law,

three positions abandoned by the Op-
pogition under ecver of the newspaper
outburst and the oratorical fusilade
may thereiore be outlined:

1. That the WRoblin

should control the preparation of Fed-

Government

eral voters” lists:

" 2. That tie Roblifi Government did
not disfranchise Federal voters.

3. That men whe did faitly and im.
partially what had to be done were
rascals because they were not
explicit Jegal authority to do it.

given

A PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION.

The Dominion Exhibition will prob-
1bly go to New Brunswiek next.ycan
ind to Saskatchewan i 1910, ‘and
should it-be continued it must be held
n several eother provinces before Al
berta would likely get it again, which
makes Edmonton’s chances for secur-
ing it rather.gemote, -An.aliernative
proposition for this eity is te hold a
The
\lberta Government gave a grani of
§25,000 to Calgary exhjbition this year,
ind the grant was not only a proper

Provincial exhibition next year.

wt also a profitable one, as every-
thing that helped the Dominion Exhi-
iption in_ procuring for Al-

berta the best practical advertisement

assisted

wwer received by the Province.

I Edmonton would seriously under-
2ke the organization of a Previncial
»xhibition for next year, to be held in
he capital city of the Province, we
:ould no doubt secure a grant similar
o that given by the Provincial Gov-
srnment to Calgary, and if the oty
vould undertake to give a grant of
326,000, such as Calgary gave to its
iow. an exhibition could be held that
vould e a credit to the Province.

The district exhibits was one of the
rreat features of the
With this was
heir first effort, and at a Provincial
xhibition next year they would excel
themselves, When the present crop
is harvested it will restore confidence

Calgary Fair.

many  of the towns

n the West aumong the most skeptical,
ind next year thousands of people
will be taking a new interest in West-
wrn Canada, and they would’ very
eadily visit Alberta to see at a Pro-
vineial exhibition, whet this Provinece
‘an produce,

Fair is
orse race, and it requires some heroic
measure to bring the exhibition fea-
rure to the front again. If a Fair is
o be a success; the horse roces must
. made an adjunct only 7( the ex-
\ibition, at present the opposite is the

Our fast evolving into a

ase, and the sooner the matter is tak-
The or-
ranization of a large Provincial exhi-
bition would be a very effective rem-
dy.

It might be well to change the usual
{ates and hold such an exhibition
1bout the last week in September, thus
ziving an opportonity for exhibits of
roots, vegetables, ete., of the same
year’'s growth.

'n up seriously the better.

The weather is usually
4ne about that time of year, and it
would make a much more favorable
sxxhibition date than the hot days of
July.

This matter should be taken up at
once by the Exhibition Board and the
City Council,

PUBLIC PLAYGROUNDS.

&

So far as Manitoba is concerned the |

! the matter a few days ago the Toronto

The Saturday News makes the very
timely suggestion that the city should

ground or park. This city s f-';\d]"yi

. need of ‘some open epaces for the

! . children to play in: Even our public'
mitted it by promising to do- better ' schools are very poorly provided with this kind of treatment that we have
and by implementing his promisc with ' playgrounds, so poorly in fact tnat ceased to expect a sunrmer excursion

in a very few years it will be counted
a public disgrace. The site of the
present city hospital is the city’s last
chance .to get a whole bloek of land
in a thickly settled part of the eity
at anything like a reasonable price
and the number of dhildren who play
about the streets, in that locality, at
the daily risk of their lives, iz a stana-
ing evidence of the necessity of 4 bet:
ter place for them to enjoy themselves
than on the roadway.

The Philadelphia Ledger gives thn
following as a conversation that took
place in court between a judge and o
boy who lacked any playground but
the public thoroughfare:

“Don‘t you know who owns the
atreet?” queried the judge.

“Course I do,” responded the boy,
who was arrested for playing ball on
the pavement, “but I thought they’d
let me use it awhile.”

“Whom do you mean?”’

“De guys in automobiles, of
course, Why, Judge, sure dey was
n’'t one in sight when I was
pinched.”

The Mayor and Council that will es-
tablish the first public playground for
the boys and girls in Edmonton will
erect for themselves an enduring mou-
ument as public benefactors. In no
other way can they confer so great o
boon upon the boys and girls in the
East End than by taking immediate
action to secure this square
it s parcelled up into lots,

Every large city on this continent

has spent enormous sums of

befor:

moiiey
playground
in the thickly populated parts of th
city., Tt seems to be the rule to wan
until these things aré almost out

in later ycars, to make

reach before their necessity is realiz-
ed., This ecity should not make tha
mistake.

Within the last few days leadiug
citizens of Teronto have organized th:
Toronto Playground
promote the establishment of public

Association to

squares Tor the boys and girls to play
in, The Sehool
Controllers have taken the matter up
and the Queen city is to have public
playgrounds forithwith. - Discussing

Joard and the cit;

News markes the following comment

“The setting apart of a few schoor
yards for the use of the children oi
congested districts is a. step in the
right direction, but it censtitutes no
solution of the playgrounds ques-
tion. The physical and moral wel-
fare of the rising generation de-
mands that the boys and girls shall
no longer be compelled to play ih
the oity streets, but that they shall
have healfhy spaces in which to eu-
joy themselves, and take the exer-
cise which their ybung bodies re-
quire, Play is the natural heritage
of the young. It is largely by par-
ticipation in games pl{p?'ml amidst
healthy surroundings Yhat they fit
themselves for the strain of then
after-life. It is for such reasons
that wll friends of children, and all
well-wishers of the community,
should heartily support the Torpntc
Playgrounds ‘Association, which has
as its object the establishment of
recreation grounds in different parts
of the city. Prompt action must be
taken if we are to avoid the lament-
able conditions which have arisen
in larger cities,”

When Mrs. Humphrey Ward, th
well-known English novelist,” was- 11
Canada, she addressed the Women’
Canadian Club of Montreal on the
guestion of public playgrounds. Sh
gave an account cf this work as cal
ried on in London, England, that
great city having recognized in 18
that it had missed a great opportunit)
in not having set apart recr€ation
grounds for its boys and girls in th
earlier years of its history. Sinee tna!
time some thirteen playgrounds hav:
been established in London; at which
there is a weekly zttendance of sonu
twenty-five thousand children.

Vard’s address
make

In discussing Mrs,
Canadian Lifc and Resources
this very pertinent statement regard
ing public playgrounds:

“Perhaps it is true that no.boy o1
girl has lived a full life who was not
brought up in the country, or who
at least has not spent long holidays
there. The green fields and wooded
hills ‘seem the children’s natural
playgrounds, but thousands ol our
city children can never reach them,
and the best that can be done fow
them is to take them out of the
streets and give them grounds where
they can romp and run in safety
and find pleasure in exercise so es-
sential to health, especially in the
case of the young.”
Edmonton should’ be. the leadx

among western cities. in this matter
An excellent opportunity is mnow be
fore our ciwie¢ government to make »
beginning and“the time to act is now
————————
REDUZTED RATES TQ THE TEP®
CENTERARY. ‘

A great many people in Alberta \are
expressing surprise that the railways
are offering no excursion rates fromn
here to Québec for the tvl’qv"nt'.'llul'_\
celebration, The people of Easteru
Canada have enjoyed summer -excur-
gions to almost everywhere for a great
many years, while the people in ths
West have ‘been offered no .excursion

securc the ground now occupied by

!ratps casd except during the season
the. city hospital’ for a public play-

of the year whan snow blockades usual-
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ly deprive travelling .of most of its
comforts.
We. have becomeé go accustomed to

east, but most people thought an ex-
ception would surely be made for the
celebration at Quebec, and the visit i
the Prince of Wales. When an eveni
of so mueh importance is being ccle-
brated and the celebration takes place
r;n];.' once every few hundred years, it
can hardly be accounted a favor t«
expect that the railways would facili-
tate the gathering of representatives
from all parts of Canada. It is not
too late yet if the transportation com-
panies desire to do the right thing by
the West in this matter.

GIVE THE INDIAN WHAT HE
DESERVES.

The policy of the Opposition is ob

+

struction, opposition stops at

nothing at all to

which
achieve its end

negative as the results may be. One
day the Opposition complains of th
Government in advancing seed. grain
for Wéstern Canada. On the follow-
ing day it complains because of the
policy of the Govermment towards the
Indians.

The policy of the Government is to
do the right thing with the
As Frank Oliver
not to make the Indian a white man,
but it is to make the Indian a goond

Indian
ays, the object S

Indian. He takes some pride in the
fact that in recent years at least the
Dominion Government Thas always
told the truth to the Indian and acted
honestly.
Canada should deal fairly with the
That

Government at the present time and

Indians. is the policy of the
it is one which must meet with the
The Indians

Government.

approval of the people,
are the wards of the
They owned all the land at one time,
Thesy
should receive some consideration for
should
treatment at the hands of a country,

ind they do not own it now.

the ‘past and receive propel

which calls itself o Christian country.

—Calgary Albertan.

THE WORK OF SAMUEL DE
CHAMPLAIN,

Toronto Globe—After a short career

f miltary and maritime activity,
Jhamplain undertogk in 1603 to cx-
lore various parts of what is now
janadian territory with a view to lo-
ating a site for a proposed settlement.
)n that voyage he saw parts of the St.
awrence and the Saguenay, which
wiad  been visited “long before Dby
jacques Cartier, but made no attempt
it colonization.  The following year
1e laid the foundatign of & permanent
sttlement in Nova, Scotia, the  place
dtimately_ selected being. the present
\nnapdlis valley,” Aftér spending two
ears in the work of bxploring the New
ingland coast he finally made his
wrmauént headquarters at the present
ity of” Quebee, where on 'the third
tay of July, 1603, he formally laid the
oundations of a settlement that has
ever .since been discontinued. The
ercentennial anniversary of that event
s the primary occasion of the great
-elebration to be held 4n a short time
t the earliest oi Canadian cities.

Champlain’s career in Canada wae
mne of sustained and varied activity.
Ie made many voyages between this
wountry and France under conditions
hat were always nncomfortable and
siten dangerous. He labored zealous-
y and intelligently to promote the
rosperity and’ safety of the kittle set-
lement, but he also devoted much
£ his time to the difficult task of ex-
sloring the interior. He was himself
he earliest of the coureurs de bois.
Iis. most noted voyage was made in
615 by canoe, vp the Ottawa and Mat-
iwa rivers, through Lake Nipissing
nd down the French River, along the
astern snore of the Georgian Bay, up
he Severn and down the Trent to Lake
ntario. Having spent the winter
mong his Indian allies in what is
wow'‘part of Simcoe county he return-
d to Montreal by the route he had fol-
swed on his outward trip.

It was at Champlain’s instance that
Juebec was restored to France in 1632
4ter having been captured by the Brit-
sh three vears before. But for his
sersonal faith in the future of the St.
.awrence valley there would never
wave been any “New France.” - The
atcome of his personal influence is

grod example of the way in which
he course of history may be obviously
changed by a single forceful personal-
ty. His relations with the Indians of
he St. Lawrence and Ottawa country
vere of the closest and mest intimate
¢;ind, but these Indians were no match
or the Iroquois nations by which the
Jurons were afterwards ‘practically
xterminated. It was part of Cham-
slain’s settled poliey to submit the In-
lians to the civilizing influence of the
thiistian religion, and to this end he
brought from France members of vari-
yus religious orders, which furnished
everal distinguished martyrs to ‘he
:ause of Christianity.

Among the makers of Canada Cham-
lain stands easily first in those per-
onal qualities that go to make up
vhat may be called true greatness.
{is 1ost outstanding characteristic
vas magnanimity. He seems *to have
heen above all sense of fatigue, all de-
eets of femper, all kinds of intoler-
wnee, and all instincts of selfishness.
"he known details iof his life work in
Janada are not numerots; for all prac-
ical purposes he is as to most of them
yur sole authorit But -his narratives
we so modestly written and the cor-
rectness of his descriptions have been
so extensively established that all he
w8 given us bears the unmistakable
tamp of truth. It is, therefore, quite
itting that Canadians of British or-
igin should join heartily with those
f the French- race in doing honor to
. unmistakably great man, whose
wvork endured because it was of the
wmanitartan sort and was kept free
rom all motives of personal ambi-
on.

;. PROGRESSIVE LEGISLATION.

Ottawa Free Press—One of the chiei
events in parliament last week wds,
of course, the compromise agreed to in
respect of the Manitoba. lists, © The
federal government appoints the coun-
i ty. court judges of the provinee taplace
the votérs in the Dominion constitu-
encies in the polling sub-divisions to
which they rightly belong. This pro-
vision prevents the Hon. Robert Rog-
ers from having another opportunity
to concoct “thin red line” slanders,
and Attorney General Campbell from
again harassing-innocent returning of-
ficers, prosecuting them, adjourning
their trials from court to court and
from year to 'year,-and then, finally,
aiter three years, entering nolle prose-
quis.”

The compromise ié resented by Man-
itoba Liberals, who consider that, not-
withstanding Premier Roblin’s cone
<ions of longer time for registration
and more efficient revision, the lists
have been “‘loaded” . against them to
the extent of upwards of 100 votes in
‘ach’ constituency,

Time will prove if this is true; and,
ifsit is, those voters in Manitoba and
elsewhere who feel it a moral obliga-
tion to uproot electoral corruption will
know how to administer fitting pun-
ishment. The Dominion government,
knowing what dissatisfaction existed
in reipect of the Manitoba lists, sought
to remedy it by an impartial and non-
partizan preparation and revision
f those lists; but the opposition took
advantage of the opportunities for ob-
struction which the rules for free
speech give, and, if the government
wd tried to force the measure through
parliament, where a large
was in favor of it, the harm which
would have . come to the country
through the continued obstruction of
he opposition would have been far
egreater than the good it would have
lone in Manitoba.

So Sir Wilfrid Laurier, caleulating
he amount of harm that could be done
m the one hand as against the good
hat could be done on the other, «felt
that the former greatly outweighed
the latter; and ceded the point over
vhich the opposition were so malig-
wantly obstinate and to achieve which
hey were prepared to sacrifice the
ountry to any extent, so long as they
yon.

majority

There are some victories known as
Pyrrhic, after a famous Greek general,
Pyrrhus, who had a marvellous series
f success, but they were gained at
such a price that it would have been
setter if he had never gained them. In
he end he came to be regarded as an
wdventurer; and he died without
riends or possessions, having eshed
nuch blood and accomplished mno-
hing.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in the late par-
iamentary disturbance, has had to ex-
'reise much patience; he has been
‘minently fair and he has not been
msympathetic where sympathy could
Ye reasonably shown; he has realized
hat the leader of the opposition has
nany hard factions in his own party
o keep under control, and that he has
it least one sinister influence sapping
he root of his own authority that it
s difficult for him, az leader to sub-
lue. Throughout the whole trouble
sir Wilfrid had. the confidence of the
wtion; everyone - believed that he
vould do what was best in the circum-
tances; and he.has not belied theic
onfidence. He emerges with an en-
wanced reputation as a statesman and
in_even meore seleet place in. public

stimation.

As to the Land bill, with which pro-

ress. was also made, the area to be
pened to pre-emption has been ex-
ended westerly €o.as to make the Cal-
cary and Iikdmonton line its westerly
youndary. This does not add much to
he twrig¥aal pre-emption area, ang
1as been agreed to because it provides

v boundary which can be mofe ecasily
inderstood, "

The bill intended to encourage ship-
milding in Canada, also one of last
veek’s measures, is a very simple one.

provides that repairs and equip-
nents obtained in foreign countries in
espect of vessels to be used or being
sed in the coasting trade of Canada
hall be dutiable. The tax on such
epairs is to be 26 per cent. of their
ralue; and the duty on the equip-
wents is to be the same as if the
rticles were imported into Canada.

’h]— will encourage the small yards
T the great lakes, and should §
nean increased business for the larg-
r yards in the Maritime provinces
md in British Columbia. In every
me of these places Canadians have
wen -handicapped in competing with
ivals across the line; and now, if the
\mericans get the shipbuilding cus-
tom of vessels emploved in the Can-
adian coasting trade, the owners will
vave to make a substantial contribu-
ion to the Canadian treasury. So the
untry gains either way—either it
ets more shipbuilding or more rey-
nue.

Another measure of importiance, on
vhich stress has already been laid,
vas the amendment to the Railway
act, which makes telegraph and tele-
phone tolls subject to the approval of
he board of railway commissioners;
ind for the first time gives the gov-

rnment effective control over those
reat public utiliti¢s, the managers of
vhich will, in future, have to behave
themselves or bear the consequences,
Che 'bill also empowers. the 'board to
:ompel a railway company either to
:arry its track under or over a high-
way ; and, turtheér, to make regulations
mder which a shipper will be able to
xact demurrage against a wailway
:ompany, as the railway company
does against him when he does not
come up to time.

Mr. Borden's resolution to refer the
auestion of a two cent a mile passen-
ger tarifi to the railway commisison-
ers was brought up in conneection
with this bill and was stoutly opposed
by W. F. Maclean, the great advocate
 the two ‘eent rate, who said the es-
tablishment of 'such a rate was a mat-
ter of policy and not of statistics.
Wherever the two cent rate had been
introduced it had been done by legis-
lative enactment. If there was a loss
on the passenger traffic under a two
cent tariff, the companies could re-
coup themselves out of freight. The
minister of railways, while favorable
to such a tariff if it could be arrang-
ed without increasing the » freight
rates, thought that the present time
was not opportune. The two leading
railways of Canada had each experi-
enced a shrinkage in revenue in May
Lof over $800,000; and, if it were Mr.

Borden's object to enable the compan-
ies to show that the' existing passen-
ger rates were not high enough, such
an inquiry at the present time would
probably  be successful. The minister
seemed to favor Mr. Maclean’s idea
as to how the object ought to be
achieved; but was not prepared to ad-
mit that it should be done’if there was
any likelihood of an increase in freight
rates in’ conscquence. The freight
rates were of more vital coneern to the
producers of the country than were
the passeénger rates; and, if they ob-
served the rule of the greatest good
for the greatest number, they cer-
tainly cught not to lower the passe
tariff at the expense of the freight,

Freight already supplies the com-
panies with the major part of their
profits; and, from the figures quoted
by the minister, it is patent that no
reduction of passenger fares could be
carried out at the present time with-
out affecting the freight rates. Perhaps
next yvear, after a bountiful harvest,
conditions will be ripe for the enact-
ment of a two cent. passenger tariff;
and, if they are, the governinent will
no doubt bring in a measure for the
purpose. Mr, Borden's was an illu-
sive proposal.- It did not substantially
pledge him to a two cent rate, and it
only gave it the shadow of support.
Mr. Maclean,who has the matter much
at heart, saw this and voted against
his own leader.

STILL WAY BEHIND.

Ottawa Free Press—The supply bill
of $31,309.355 put through the House
or Commons the week before last might
seem to have cleared up all difficulty
in paying the public service for at
least three months to come. But it
has not. On July 1 a portion of the
public service will be again'without

money; and the opposition were well |

aware of this when they refused to
agree o a one-fourth vote on account:

The thirty odd millions covered by
the last supply bill is made up mainly
of the votes of such large spending de-
partments as the post office, railways
and canals, and customs—in which
the collections of revenue are also very
large—and onc-cighth vote on account
of the other departments where the
money has mnot been already voted.
The supply bill was the second this
session; and the total formally appro-
priated out of this year’s estimates is
$47.000,000, out of which some $20,000,-
000 has been voted on account and re-
mains to be discussed when the full
votes are under consideration. So that
the net total of the estimates actually
disposed o} is only $27,000,000.

The estimates for the year, as ex-
plained in the budget speech oi the
minister of finance, Consolidated
fund expenditure, 71,471 ; capital
account expenditure, including the Na-
tional Transcontinental railway, $42;-
365,620. The House of Commons has
vet to disecuss over $90,000,000, and to
actually $70.,000,000. And,
on July 1, the last vote on account—
which covered four weeks’ arrcars and
onlvy two weeks’ in advance—will run
out: and several of the departments
will be again unable to pay their way.

The opposition have. recemtly assert-
ed that they were not obstructing the
granting of supplies; and their lead-
er. Mr. R. L. Borden, stated last week
that they had been passing supplies at
the rate of a million a day. But this
condition of affairs is of very recent
date, and has not lasted more than
two weeks. Behind that there lies a
four months’ stietch of the most im-
provident waste of time, when the
House did not pass a million a week.
In fact, it took two whole months to
pass the small vote of $914,300 for
ocean and river serviee.

The committee of supply began to
consider the first item of the vote
on January 10 and it was March 10
before the -dast itemr oi that $914,800
was passed.

Next the minister of public works
was harassed for four weeks, night
after night—often until the small hours
of the morning; and only a very small
part of his estimates w allowed to
pass the committee.

And mow, when the full extent of
the seriousness of this obstruction s
beginning to .dawn on the country,
the oppesition turns and ‘blandly de-
nies that it has been obstructing sup-
ply. Not only did they obstruct sup-
ply, but they degraded parliament’ t«
an unexampied degree, caluminating
and slandering any one who happened
to be sufficiently distinguished to serve
the country by holding a ministerial
position, f

The refusal of a one-fourth vote on
account is only an indication that the
opposition are reluctant to give up the
old game oi obstructing supply, at
which™ they have become so expert;
and unless Mr. R. L. Borden can con-
tinue fo combat successfully the influ-
ence of. Hon. George K. Foster, there
will be another relapse into the old
weays before July 1.

The the opposition is
none too business-llke even as it is;
and, if a careiul analysis is made of
how they spent the weck before last,
it will be found that they were re-
sponsible for wasting no I than 14
hours. On Friday, for instance, the
whole morning and afternoon were
wasted by fruitless inquiries and dis-
cussions; and the House did not get
into commmittee of supply until nind
o’clock at n Much of Wednesday
was simils sted and there was
only ouc hour of supply before the ad-
journment at six o’clock. Several hours
on both. Monday and Tuesday were

o needlessly occupied; and the pro-
ceedings last week do not show that
the opposition have yet got down to
a fair conception of how they ought
to assist the business oi the country.
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Fatal Fight at Revival Meeting.

Mayfield, Ky., July 13.—In a gun
and knife fight at a camp meeting
near Backusburg, last night, Wayne
Lawrence shot and killed Annie Nan-
nerster and was himstelf fatally stab-
hed. The trouble arose over Nanner-
ter’s cbiection to Lawrence escorting
his daughter home.

Mystic Shriners in Session.

St. Paul, July 13.—The fourth an-
nual conclave of the Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine is in full swing. To-
night an army of sixty thousand
members fill the streets of the Twin
Cities. The session of the Imperial
Council will convenie at one o'elock
tomorrow.

YOUTHS WENT TRAVELLING.
Three Saskatoon Boys Wanted to Sec
the World—A Lottery Case.

Saskatoon, July 14—Bobbie Chubl
Arthur Lamb and Eddie Hunt, f
three very prominent citizens. arm.

themselves with $244 belongine to t) "
tormer and started off -this aftern

to see the wide, wide world. The
youngsters, whose ages do not t
gate forty, had plans to go to Wim

peg, see the fair and then
Fargo. The money was
tween the three and
boots.

SONs of

malke
divided 1y
hidden in thei
The scheme was suspected
the mother of one of the youngsi
but she did not believe the matter
serious until the astonished and o
parents saw the train pull out
the true intent was realized. X
nately J. C. Williughby was

to be travelling on the
ind a message to

SAH H
Dundurn had t
voungsters stopped and brought by
on the next train to face the paren
ire. It is uncertain whose schem
really was, but Ghubb was the youne
est, being not <over 13, and ix;~ri
money which he drew out of the Bi
of Hamilton here.

~ The case of J. ¥, Cairng, summoned
‘or conducting a lottery, was se

to the high court by Magistrates

er and Jackson this afternoon.

( is purcly formal. Jas. Stratton,
for the defence, wanted a summan
trial but the magistrates submitted
the case to the attorney general and
were informed they had no jurisd
tion. The accused was admitted
nominal bail. ” The scheme complai
ed of consisted in giving each m
aser a dollar’s worth of goods couy
for drawing artiels running
heavy team, worth $500, or a trip
Europe, to a suit of clothes valued
$20. The prosecution was undertaken
at the f other merchante

to

instance of
who saw trade going past their do
The case will come before the jude
in December unless a speedy trial ¢
b arranged.

PLAIN TALK TO P. E. I.
Dr. J. A. McPhail, of Montreal, Lec-
tures at Charlottetown.

Charlottetown, P.E.I., July 14
Dr. John Andrew MePhail, of Mo
real, who is summering at 1
home in. Orwell, lectured Defore
Canadian Club here on “The
as seen by a native from a dis (
of a thousand miles.” He said ther
is no place in the world more desii-
able to live in than the igland. H
claimed our pcople do not take them
selves serinrusly -enough, and too
patiently endured inconvenient and
expensive transportation facilities not
tolerated elsewhere. The prohibition
of liquor and of automobiles keep
many tourists away. He found :
exodus still in progress, and frankly
termed the Maritime Provinces a di
caying community. The population
should naturaily be 1,111,870, instead
of 893,593. He believed the cause lies
in the economie conditions fore
upon us irom without, the people I
ing denied access to their
kets. He declared the island had sui-
fered from protection. He severely
condemned the protection policy fo
Canada. He said government by pait;
had broken down. and we huve
found a better avay.

PEOPLE.

natural mar-

OLD-AGE PENSIONS.
The Bill Passes the British Housc of
Commons.

London, July 14.—The third re
ing of the old-age pension bill :
passed in the House of Commons to
night. . By this measurté every man
and woman over seventy-who is not
in receipt of an income of ten shil-
lis:g w omore weekly shall: - receive
from the governme a weekly pen-
sion of five shillings. Persons in rve-
ceipt of relief under the poor law wil
not receive a pension. It was in-
tended at first that when two or mo
persons. i I‘('H'i‘ﬂ of pensions resi 1
in the same house, as, for instance. a
man and his v s, the pension shoull
Le reduced to 3s. 9d.” weekly, but at
the earnest solicitation of the Labo
members and many other
ment decided to abandon the
pension [t is estimated that the
cost of this concession wiil be £300,
000. The {otal cost of the pensions
to the country will be about £3.000,-
009 annuallv. The bill met with very
little opposition in the House of Com-
mons, but, of course, must yvet ruu
the gauntlet of the Lords.

L govern-

reduced

Passengers For the West.

Halifax, July 15.+—Frank Burke,
cook on the Intercolonial, stabbed at
the North street station Monday night,
died in the hospital this morning af-
ter stating he thought the blow acci-
dental. Perrin is held on a charge of
murder. The steamer Jellunga arriv-
ed this morning with 142 passengers
destined for the Northwest.

If you intend
putting up a
house to. cost

$800 or more, cstimate on a
‘“ Sovereign”’
Boiler and Radiators

The “‘Sovereign” hot water system
of heating will add 15% to the sell-
ing value of your property.
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The crops are looking the
has ever beensknown in th
All the grain already w
out. :

Oats are very hard to g
count, Contractor Jackson
much in the winter.

Dalbert  Webb, Huy

while - bathing 1
Creek. He was engaged
bridge timber from Camros
G.T.P. on July 6th. On \
h:s father came up and to
rhaans down to Hurry

On Tuesday, July
ramy took a sudden trip 1o
and on Thursday surprised
bv bringing a bride home
The bride was Miss Ther
hiuse, of this town.
weren’t outdone, 50\t
an him en masse, making
air noisy with their shouts.

The
erade west of Tofield is gon
now. v Shacht 1

=1
itn,

to be

p )
construction of U

NOW. Contract 1
ed his work a couple of mil
Tofield and moved: his
15 Cooking Mr. Jac
moved his s ¢
riies west.

Gecorge Law
work about 25 miles W st o
that the camps and work 18
ing us in the distand

Mr. Fetherstonhaug
sipeer in charge
went through Tofield
trdp of inspection to tht

The Queen’s Hotel her
bands: on July 9th.

William Cameron, late
Queen’s at the Fort, is
pieter.

Mr. A. Lamourcux, the
manager of the hotel, is
en July 14th, for a trip
G.T.I. to the -Battle River
wilt go to Vegreville as n
the Queen’s Hotel there. |

The town council is havy
well dug near Main street

Mr. Cameron says-that
to start’ men to work sl
the cellar on the new
the hotel will be mon
completion of this.

Tofield wants an cleva
b0-barrel flour mill.

Tofield, July 10
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A. M. Ponton, bain
to Saskatcon this morning
L. P. O: Nocl, Don
agent, and Mrs. Nocl
Winnipeg by vyvesterday’s «
W. J. Wi law
nworni cn a holiday t
at Necpawa, Manitoba:
Mrzs. M. C. Tynen w
evening _and will i
monton and Strathe
Mrs. C. H. Boehe
helder went east to the Wi
The Di ct court open
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The bar

was represented

Ponton, D. Keith, W

A. W. Brehaut and F

Huwmboldt. Quite :

small debt cases.w

fore adj mment of
Judge Forbes and

retarn to then

on Saturday morning.
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