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JUNE.
All green and fair the summer lies,
Just budded from the bud of spring,
With tender blue of wistful skies,
And winds which softly sing,
| —Susan Coolidge.

BLOSSOM TIME.
Nature's sepulchre is breaking,
Aund the earth, her gloom forsaking,
Into life and light is waking,

Rise, my soul, then, from dejection :
See in Nature the reflection
Of the dear Lord’s resurrection.

—Pliabe Cary.
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‘The Hoogice Schoolmster.

BY EDWARD EGULESTON,

CHAPTER XII,—Continved.

What surprised Ralph was to sce
{that. Flat Creck went to mecting.
{ Everybody was there—the

|
|

Mcanses,
| the Jonescs, the Bantas, and all the

|
rest.  Kverybody on Flat Creck seem-
ed to be there, exeept the old woo Jen- |

'; legged basket maker,

\ represented

His family was
1 by Shocky, who had come,

| doubtless, to get o glimpse of Hannah,

\
\

gious 8

| few were thinking of the reli

|vice, They went to church as a
i Common

resort to hear the news, and

y : | find out what was the current sensa-
Manufacturer |
and Team

tion,

On’ this particular morning there
some unusual cxeitement,
An
| xcited crowd, even though it be at a
Tvi urch-docr on Sunday morning, ecan
not seal its Ralph de
posited Miss Hawkius on the etile, and
then g

[ seemed to be

|

Ralph perecived it as Le rode up,

tation,

\
\

t down hunsclf, and paid her
This
But
Bud only stood with his hands in hi

| the clorest atteution to the door,

G.  V.—Drugs, and J’nn.\‘\mlun, scowling worse than  ever

| Ralph
and dealer |
, and Tin
Wood's Plows, |

did not go in at the door, Tt
Creck custom,  The
ss.pod outside, while the women
chatted within,  Whatever
the of
‘Jl,xlph coald not get at it,

wag not the Flat
men g
may hLav
excilement,

When he
entered a little kunov of people they be-

| been cause the

| came embarassed, and the group dis
|

[solved itself,
|Jui

aud its component  parts
What had
[ the carrent of conyersation to. do.with
[him? He overhedrd Pete Jones say
‘!n»;_{ that the blamed old wooden leg was

He'd

|
home at two in the mornin’,

ped other companies

in it anylow, Leen secn - goin’
1\[“1 l“'
could name somebody else ef he ehoos
| ed,

{at a time,

|

Jut it was best to clean out ove
And just then there was
And
| the makculing element filed the empty
\ half of the “hewed-log” church,

| When Ralph saw Hannah looking
\‘lm- riy dejected, his hieart smote him,
\‘hll;rl

ence of the Helper
interests would bave fared badly.

a murmur; “Mectin’s took up)

|
\
|

|

|

and the great stiuggle set in agzain, |
Haud it not been for the thought of the |
battle, and the comfoiting pres-
1 fear Bud's|
But |
Ralph, with the gpirit of w martyr,
t

and |
|

resoved to wait until he koew wha
the result of Bud's guit should be,
whether, indeed, the young Goliuth
had claims, he
thouglit he Lad, He turned hopetully
toward the sermon, dtormined to pick

prior as cvidently

up any crumbs of comfort that might

fall from Mr Bosaw’s meagre table,
|
|
sage of Bosaw's sermon, 1 shall unL‘
tuke the liberty which Thucydides
and other ancient' historians did, of

Lu reporting a gingle gpecimen’ pas-

muking the scrmon and putting it into
the hero’s mouth, but shall give that
which can be vouched for,

“You see, my respective hearers,"”
he bigan—but alas! 1 can #ever pie-
ture to you the rich red nose, the see-
sawing gestures, the nasal resonanee,
the suifle, the melancholy minor key,
and all that, “My respective heardrs-
ah, you sce-ah as how-ah ag my tex>-al |
says that the ox-ah knoweth his own r-|
ah. and-ah the assah his master's erib-
ah, A-h-h!  Now, my respl ctive
hearcrg-ah, they’re a mighty gight of |

resemblanee-ah

resemblance between  rome men aond
But the preacher did not*see
this analogy, It lay oo close to him],
“hecase-ah, you see, wen-ah i8 mighty

like oxen-ah. Fer they's a tremen-

|

s

atwext men-sh and! Christmas was two days off,
oxen-ah” [l(ulph could not hielp nﬁuut—'
ing that there was a mighty eight of |

e ...
CHAPTER XIIL
A STRUGGLE POR THE MABTERY.

gious difference-ah atwixt different ox- the fears of

the cowardly Hank, for whom Bud bad

in by way of alleviating
cn-ah, jest as thar is atwext different
men-ah; fer the ox knoweth-ah his a great conte

: The school closed on Monday even-| greds oontompt,

ing as usual. The boys had been T
talking in koots all day. Nothing but
¢he bull-dog in the slendcr, resolute
young master had kept down the risi

owncer-ah, and the ass-ch his master’s The time for school had almost come
crib-ah.  Now, my respective hearers: he boys inside were demoralized by
al” [the preacher’s ve Lere grew | waiting, They began to hope that th

. had “sloped.” They dreaded to

| see him coming.
Let a teacher lose moral sup- |

meéllow, aud the sucece | mas
were in the most pathetic and lugubri- J

. storm,
ous voiece], “you all know-ah that your i said

“It's past

“f don’t belicve Le'll come,”
jort at home, and he can not long | e 2
! i ©| Hank, with a cold shiver.

Ralph had cflectually |
lost his pepularity in the district, and|

r gentences [
humble speaker-ah has got-ah jest thv’ e
best yoke of stecrs-ah in this township- BOVOED A RO g
ah.” [”n'l‘t: B(I,ﬂ‘y Short shook the e

Joi ks . o the worst of it was that he could not
floor with a .~np[m-~..~nl mmu] A, llwy\ i3 t ! ;
. ieedan s | divine from jnst what quarter the ill |
aint no sech stecrs as them air two of ’

school-time.”
“Yes,
Bud.

will gaid
“And he ’lows to come

: 5 .| might uick. T don’t know how.
wind came, except that he felt sure Nkl o “‘ ) e Nnow-Low
vl But he’ll be a-standin’ at that ’cre
wven |
1 ¢

he come, too,”

in here

wine-ah in this whole kedentry-ah. Suall ok '
Them crack oxen over at Clifty-ah |’ malls agenoy 15 E0MOnsRes
Fer the

ox kuowcth his owner-ah, and the ass-

Dll bet a
Ef he don’t
take it into his head to blow us up!”

4 : lesk when it's nine o’clock
¢ TS ; Hamnah had "slighted him, when he i n it's nine o'elock,
haint a patehin’ to mine-ah 5 thousand dollars on that.
called at Means's on Monday wmorning

oh his master's erib-ah. to draw the pittance of pay that was

“Now,

56 kit | Hank was now white,
my respective heavers-ah, i i g me of the ontd CAMO 8

Y I He had expected a petition for a hol-| Ro1N0.( 0F SWS TRARENS: 84 along,
=
[thrash the master if he tried to break
|
. mn,
refuses to | A = E 5 S
| perhaps, reined up in front of the door,

| Still no Ralph,

utes before nine, A rumor now gained

they’s a right smart sight of difference- |, 5 : accidently of course, ar ’
T iRty e iday on Christmas day. Such holidays, ool By course, and_stopped to
ah atwext them air two oxen-ah, Jest| . £ hia o the fun, sure thav Bud would
like they is atwext difforent men-ah are deducted from the teacher’s time,

ST “|and it is customary for the biys to ;
Fer-ah” [here the spoaker grew ear- o G e b 'Iy e J Small, on the way to see a patient,
nest, and sawed the air, from this oD R RN

| graut them, by barring him out of the
Christmas New

alph had intended

the close, in a most frightful way J,‘ \
“fer-ah, you scc-ah, when 1 go out ah ‘.~\'-,hw.lhuum= : A
in the mornin’-ah to yokeah up-ah ‘- Your's morning,

on

[ currency that he had bein seen going
i

to graut a holiday if it ghould be ask-
‘lﬂ‘\‘\

Banta was the] ring-leade in the dis-

them "ere steers-ah, and I says-ah, ‘Wo,
Wo, Berry-ch ! Wo, Ber-
ry-an ! why, Borry-ah jest stands |
wtock still-ah and dow’t hardly breathe-| ¥

to Clity the evening before, and that

= ‘« 1. but it was not asked.
Berry-ah! i il“. Lad not come back, though in fact
| Ral

‘ ph had come back, and had slept

ff.ction, and he had managed to draw s Ty
the smly Bud, who was present ghii] PHRgue Hawking's,
It is but fair to say
favor of muking a
to
overruled.

ah wlile I put on the yoke-ah, and S WP'here's the master,” eried Betsey

\nu»rnin*f, into it,

)
ah, fir, my brethering-ah and slstering- : tl Bud k
before

l\‘l‘mlll\“-l
but

i s bow-ah, ¢ i cey- 1 3
put in the bow-ah, ind put i the key Short, who stood out in the road,

in

was

extreme | hivering and gigeling  alternately.

For Ralph at that momnt cu rged
|

3 resorting
ah, the ox knoweth his owner-ali, and @

llu‘.-“ MEASUTes, ‘
He eave it as his solemn opinion that

. he was
3 aBS-0 is master’s crib-ab S .
the ass-ah his master’s erib-ab. {from the sugar camp by the schoo
le-lu-ger-ah! |
t a board.

the master was mighty peart, and B

| they | house, carryi
would be beat anyhow some way, but “Hao! ho!? laughed
C he would lick the master for two ecnts thinks he'll smoke
ome, |

o he warn't 0 slim that he'd f lnl.r‘\lt\l fiud us ready.” The

“But-ah, my hearers-al, but-ah when

Hank, “h

[ stand at t'other eend of vhie )ul{r—u!x,‘ 1
LUess

and  ray, Buck-ah |

Buck-ah ! ComE, Buok-An! ('(»Ail-;,‘l da B
JUCK-AH ! wl oy | e was fizhting 4 ba Y. )

l| il \I 2" B !“ x].\, that  orner J ,“l Aund allglit day things looked Back. | now nothing but hot hickery ecals ou
vnk-ul 1 ck-u it ornery ole |

iy b ; ik | Ralph's rwﬁh-u:mr » was cold and haid | the licarth,

ab, ’stid of comin’ right a'ony ah |

us out.

‘Come, boys had

:l t the fire burn down, and there was

what do

2
Juck- .
and Shocky trembled where | 1 tell you he'll come in.

coxt 1 ke some wenah what is fools-al le sat in front of him. Butsey Short|go to Clifty fer nothin’” gaid Bud,
jost ke somg -1l at is fools-ab. | el e i ‘ b i
Buck-ah jert kindir sorter Sards ol “ tittered rather more than u: ual. A } who sat still on nl‘ the

3 d | which leancd agaivst the door,

§ . as rtond
and puttin’ his neck under-ah, acts | % TN

one benehes

hend riot or a murder would huve sceni
ca

| amusing to her,

ah, and kiodor sort. puts his

I don't know how, but they’s lots of ways
her:|

killing cat ‘
butter, 11’1l come in—¢f he

down-ah this 'ere way-ah,

and kinder
5 » Sehiool was dismissed, and Ralph, {of a Leridis chioking

Boo Wnur‘ LU LY
fustead of returning to the Squire’s, |
for the village of Clifty a fow | don’t blow us all sky-high 1
W0 wilig away. Noone ‘
And g0, while | went for, and some gugeested that he ‘ manding that the dour be open d.
il llad “sloped.”  But Bud said “he) said Hank, burv.-
7 warn't that ‘cre kind, He was one of |ing livid with fear at the firm, confi
‘ died in ther tracks,
My Hartsook, They'd find I\im\
| on the ground nex’ morning, and he|you're a coward,

tin candlestick that hung ju-t back of | ‘ B 1
the preacher’s head, had been deceived } Jowed the master war made of thab

ooks mad-ah, uand
ah "

Alas ! Hartsook found
edification there, and he
to be

the sermon drew on thirough two drear,

g de with

st | st ou
1uv.~|‘n',l\ul} ; '
was now heard, d¢

knew what le Ralpl’s voice

was 1m

mood amuscd, Lot her.”
“Let’s open her,

hours, he forgot the preacher in notic- '

ine o bright preen lizard which, havin | them ’ere sort as dant tone of the master
g d ght g izard which, he gl S ¢ :

& T : »’. "]“v‘m Bud straightened himselfap. “Hauk

taken up its winter quarters behind the | A

T've got a blamed

wind to kick you You got me into

{iaid
ire rort of stuft as Wi uld burn the | this blamed mess, and now you want

by the genial warmth coming from (hvl A
doz-on'd ole sehoolhouse to ashcs, or

or three feet from his shelter, looking | .lnw it into splinters,
| beat,

a-goin’ to help, and help

great box-stove, and now ran out two| T L Fostin
put, wha e d | ere lastenings,

and I'll lay you out
Howsumdever he’d said he was | flat of your back afore you can say
Le would ;! Jack Robiuson,

|
lw \
|
\
[
[

agin the cute they was in
| Ie took a paper

[ been Ralph's intention to have pre-|from his pocket, and deliberately pour-
occupied the

down upon the red-nosed pro acher in a

most confidential and amusing manner,

but all the sinoo in Golicr wouldn’ The teacher was clinbing to the roof

Sometimes he would retreat behiud the i
witli the board in hand,

“That
Pote

there was uo smoke,

no aceount
the head of the master,
But Bud, discouraged as he was
with the fear of Ralph's “eute,” went
take and took hi
t in the gehoolhouse

candlestick, which was not twelve

ere won't win,” laughed
He that

Even Bud began

mches from  the preacher’s licad, and
then At each reap-
pearance Betsey would stuff hier

Joues outside, EaW

ruzh out

!1ike & martyr to the

Hhuvk)"‘

| at nine o’clock at night,

it

) I 24 1 i ‘or Tt)
handkerchict into hier mouth and shake to hope that Ralph would fail for once.

place with the 1 The master was now on the ridge-pole

in a most distressing way.

It may have | of the schoolliouse.

wondered what the lizavd was winking
at the preacher about., And Mis
Martha thouglit it remiuded her of a
Kast the
¢ime she was to Bosting, in a jar of
aleohol in the Natural IHistory Rooms,
jointed in He wa
it.
“Well, you

seheolhouse, for at ten fed the contents down the chimney.
‘u’«-!m k Hank Banta was sct shaking| My Pete Jones shouted “Gun-powd-
at seving o fuce that ler!” and started down the road to be
Dy
ked up Bud and told him about | Swall remembered, probubly, that his

lgard that she see at the i :
from head to foot

looked like the master’s at the wind¢ wA‘)hu,‘ of the way of the explosion,

The Squire was not disap}

ion that Mr Bosaw would

attack his denomination  with

fury, In fuct, the old preacher outdid | about, you coward ?” growled Bud.
! but he'll beat

3 H H i n ' ; .
in his violent ' indignation at|‘He won't shoot you ;
| you at this game, I’ll bet a hoss, and

Lis anticipat paticnt micht die while he sat there
Fome what are a-trembling | aad started on.

But Ralph emptied the paper, and
|1aid the board over the chimmey,
What a row The

benehes that were braced against the

himself
“hese people that follow Campbell-
that thinks-ah that obejience ah wi
gave ’em-ah, and that belongs-ah  to
cocieties-ah  and Bunday-
them ‘ere things-ab, | ter)
that's nov i\lu"ll larn you a good lesson
but comes of the devil-ub, and takes

ah there was insidel
11! me, too, and make us both as
Ives as dogs with tin-kittles to
You don’t know the mas-
But [ coughing frantieal'y, aud sure that he
this time, | had been blown up. Al the rest fol-
and me, oo, hyk" as not’  Aud Bud ‘ lowed, Bud bringiug up the rcar sulki-
folks us belongs to 'em to Lell ah,?’ soon snored “.‘3““'.’ but Hauk shook ly, but conghing and sneezing Yor dear
As they came out the door Ralph with fear eve vy time he 'l'"‘k“‘ ut the | jife, Huch a smell of sulphur as came
“He did | blackness outside the windows, He¢| from that scheolhiouse |
was sure he heard font-falls, He would | Betsey had to lean against the fenee
“«]id | have given anything to have been at|and giggle.

shamed
of ourse
| their tails,
though he did duck you.

| door were thrown down, and Hank
temp'rinoe ‘lllunla rushed out rubbing his eyes,
and

ortherized in the Bible-ah,

#ohools-ah,

rallied enough to vemark :
attack your people, Bquire.”

“OlL! yes," said the Bquire,
u't you the Sarpent iuspirin’
Lim 7"

But when the long, long hours were
ended Ralph got on the clay-bank mare
and rode up alor
Miss Murtha mounted.
went away with 8 heavy
Jones call out to scme-

howme, As toon as all were out, Ralph threw

When morning came the pupils be-| the board off the ehimney, leaped to
gan to gather carly, A few boys who | ¢he ground, entered the sehoolhouse,
were likely # prove of serviee in the [ and opencd he windows. The sehool
seige were admitted through | all

BLe

| coming
the window, and - then everything was
lm:u]-' fast, and “gnack’’ was caten,

goon followed him, and wah
still,

“Would he thrash ?”

«How do you low hell get in?" | impartant question in
said Hank, trying to hide his fear, wind, And the

«How do I'low?" said Bud, “I|battle with Bud,
don’t 'low nothin’ about it.  You might Tt is just nine o’clock,”
as well ax me where I ’low the nex’ \('4)l15\lltillg his wateh, “and T'm glad to
shootin’ star is a-gow’ to drop, Mr|gee you all here promptly. T should
Hartsook’'s mighty onsartain, But have given you a holiday if you had
he'll git in, though, and tan your l\idclnskod me like gentlemen yesterday:
fer you, you see ef he don't, Ef hol()n the whole, I shink T ghall give you
don't blow up the schoolhuuse with | a holiday, anyhow. The school is dis-
guupowder " This last was thrown‘miucd."

pside the stile whenee
And as he

heart, he This was the
Hank Banta's

rest looked for

overheard Pete

body : 4
“We'll tend to his case & Christmas.”’
sa1d Ralph,

And Miess Martha remarked with
wuch trepidation that poor Pearson
would have to leave, She'd always
been afraid that would be the end of
it. 1t reminded her of something she
[ heard at the KEast the time she was
down to Bostingz,

|

It was just five win- |

He didn't|
|

|l
\

| faith was w ak, and his word

lln flunk., You jest tceh one of these |

! And Hank fult foolish.
| And Bud sccretly resolved to thrash
| Hank or the mastwr, he didn’t care
| which.
‘ And Mirandy looked the love she'
| could not utter.

And Betsey gigeled.

CHAPTER XIV.

WITIH

A CRISIS BUD.
Ralph sat still at his desk. The'

All at once he be-

1
| school bad gone,
:«-;um- conscious that Shoeky sat yet in'
| his accustomed place upon the hard,’
backless bench.

i “Why, Shocky, haven’t you gun.\'
| yet 77

you warn't a goin’, too—1—"
|7 «Well 2
|

«T thought it woul

ir—1I was waitin? to sce if"

1
i

make me feel as'
if God warn't quite so fur away to'
talk to you. It did the other day.”

The master rose and put his hard "
on Shoeky's hiead. Was it the broth-

erhood in affliction that made Shocky's

|

| words ¢hoke him so ? Or, was it the
thoughts that he expressed ?
the that

Hannah's brother 2 Han-

| weird
| Or,

| Shocky was

p SR
was 1t recoliection

;n:nlx— so far, far away from him now !’
At any rate, Shocky, looking up for
fud, the

| velaxing of the ma ter’s face, that had

| the smile on which he saw

| been as hard as stone, and felt just '
one hot tear on his hand.

~ “Pr’aps (Glod’s forgoet y

\ i of

|

ou, too,” said

halt Mll.lnq‘\‘)ﬂ
Flat Creck.

od forgets everybody down/’

Shocky sort

“Botter

in a

gct away from
G

‘Cause "mo:t verybody forgets

You sce
| here.
‘llunl, ‘eept Mr Bosaw, and I 'low God ¢
v to be remembered
|

I wonder

irlnull no ways ke

| by sich as him. Leastways would

't if T was God, you Luow.
‘\'.L:\L becomes of fulks when God for-

oots 'em?  And Shocky, secing that

"”l\n- master hud rerumed his scat and

‘\\uH looking abseutly into the fire,
moved slowly out the door,

“8hocky !”

called the master.
The little poet cam? back and stood
befo

“Shocky,

him,
God

ce things

musn’t  think
God bri
3ut Ralph’s own

.\Hu
has forgotten you.
| out right at last.”
5 seemed
| hollow  and hyp critical to Limself,
| Would God indeed bring things out
‘I;'l
| e sat musing a good while, tryivg
himself of the of
| what he had just saying to
| Shecky-—that God would indeed bring
| hings out right at last. Would it all
lcome out right if Bud marric 1 Han-
1|mh »  Would it all come out right if
| he a
[ dark ?

in these

it ?
{
to convinee truth

been

were driven from Flat Croek with
Bue ] ieion “ll-’!ll \l15 \" aracter
{Did God concern himself
Was God? Tt
the same old struzgle botween
%llm bt and Faith. And when Ralph
{jooked up, Shocky had departed.

In the next hour Ralph fought the
old ‘battic of Avmageddon, 1 shall not
You will figlit it in your

No alike.
‘ portant thing is the End,
{out as he did, with the doubt
lllu- trv
| file just what 8'upe the battle m y
‘ Since Jacob beeame Tsrac! there

| take,

|

)ulikv, gave in that they ull end either
in vicwory or defeat, Tt

ewelve o'clock on that Christmas day

| things ? there any

“\\'.s

dereribe it.
{

|own way. two The im.
Il you come
ptlll\‘r llHll

st in God victorious, it matters

have never been two such struggies

was after
when Ralph put Lis head out the door
of the sehoolhouse and called
“Bud, I'd like to see you."”

Bud did not care to see the mastery,
for he had inwardly regolved to “hrash
him? and have done with him, But
he eouldu’t back out, ecrtaivly net in
sight of the others who weye passing
along the road with him,

«1 don't want the rest of you," said '
{ Ralph in a decided way, as he saw that
| Hank and one or two others were res
solved to come a'so,

“Thought maybe youwd want some-
body to see fair play,” raid flank as he
went off sheepishly.

“If T did, you would be the last ono
[ should ask,” #aid Ralph, S here’a
| no unfair play in Bud, and there is in
you.” Aud he shuy, the door,

“Now, looky hcre, Mr Hartsook,”
gaid Bud, “You don't eome no gumn
| games over me with your saft sodder-
Land all that, T ye mads up my mind,,
| You've got to promise to leave thesae:
‘ere diggin’s, or I've got to thrash you.'"

“You'll have to thrash me, then'
| said Ralph, turning o 1ttle pale, but.
vem. whering the bull-dog,  “But you'll
| tell me what it’s all about, wen't you 2
‘ To be continued,,

out

e




