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EARLY EVIDENCEDEVASTATION BY 

FIRE FLAMES
DELINQUENT SOLDIER’

Isaac McNeil, a member of the 24th 
Regiment, who has lately been neg- 
lecting to attend drill, was found by 
Detective McGregor at Northwood 
yesterday. Mr. McGregor had a war- 
rant tor his arrest, but did not exe­
cute it as McNeil was anxious to come 
to Chatham and settle the matter. He 
claimed that he had lost his coat end 
therefore could not attend drill, but 
was willing to drill if another coat i 
could be procured for him. When he 
was brought into Chatham he agreed I 
to pay all costs of the proceedings and | 
commence at once to attend drills. As 
this was satisfactory to the officers 
of the regiment, he- was given until a 
week from Thursday to settle up and 
henceforth Mr. McNeill will be seen 
on the parade ground in his 
usual place on drill nights. Mr. Mc- 
Gregor says there are a number of 
other negligent soldiers who will also 
be prosecuted if they continue to stay 
away from drills. ■

KILLEDe"***‘*5951** 09 
Thomas Stone & See

Harry Ray, the badly battered man. 
who faced Judge Houston yesterday, 
didn’t know who had given him the 
worst of it. but the police arrested 
Wellington Fralick on the charge of 
doing grievous bodily harm to Ray. 
Fralick is a brother of Annie Reaume 
the woman who has opened up the 
restaurant at the G. T. R. depot. As 
Alex. Wilson, the star witness, wished 
to go away on the schooner Kolifage, 
Judge Houston took his evidence this 
morning. Wilson said that the fellow 
wanted to gat into the house and foro- 
ed his way in. His entrance was op- 
posed and Ray then drew a knife. The 
prisoner. Wellington Fralick. then 
pinned the intruder and took the knife 
away from him.

The case was adjourned till Monday 
far additional evidence.

Annie Reaume told the police that 
she was going to earn a living now 
running a restaurant where you can 
get meals at all hours. They will be 
served on the European plan, pay for 
what you get. a,

iiSon• Thomas Stone %

THE TRACI
Three Serious Conflagrations 

Occurred in Kent County 
Yesterday. ‘

Angus McDonald, Son of the 
Captain of the Kolfage, met 

With Sudden Death. I

Village Practically wiped out
--Heavy Losses Cooper 

ville Suffers.

Father is Bringing Remains to 
Chatham--Will be Buried

at Goderich.e710 LieA
Three serious fires occurred in Do- 

vér and Chatham Township yesterday. 
The largest and moot disastrous oc­
curred. at Cooperville, on the 11th con­
cession of Chatham Township, as a 
result of which the whole village of 
Cooperville is destroyed. Not a house

Windsor, April 23.-When Thomas 
Yates, an engineer on the Grand 
Trunk railway, was coming through 
Pure yesterday with his engine he 
noticed en object between the rails, 
but was unable to stop his train in 
time to avoid passing over it. When 
the train was brought to a standstill

: To-day we talk of silks, not ordinary silks, J but extraordinary values, these have been 
;bought at a great saving and we pass that 
: saving on to you. remains; everything, including 

large sawmill being burned to 
ground.

For the last 30 years, or more

the 
thethe crew found the body of a man, and 

that in all probability he had lost his All 
life by falling from a train ahead of po1 CORN DUTIES 

PASS COMMONS
L OUT THEAL the

Yard Wide Satin, 
Lyons Dye, at $1.50

And here is another special, ex­
tra heavy superior finish, no 
word but “magnificent” fully 
characterizes this piece of goods-

English Peau-de-Soie
Waist Silks at 50c Yard

In fancy patterns or plain, 
black, navy and all the other 
colorings, styles that are catchy, 
as new and fresh as the morn- 
ing.

place has been known as Cooperville, 
and was the centre of a large saw- 
mill owned by John Cooper. The mill 
employed a very large number of 
men, who lived in houses adjoining the 
mill. All of these houses were de­
stroyed and, as a result, all of these 
families, besides being deprived of the 
means of livelihood, are left homeless.

The fire started from slashings be­
ing burned on the 10th concession. A 
very high wind was blowing at the 
time and carried the sparks from the 
10th concession to the mill on the 
11th, and it was not long before the 
whole mill was a mass of flames. Ow­
ing to the tact that there were no fire 

I appliances nothing could be done to 
check the flames or to prevent the 
| fine from spreading. The workmen 
I in the mill procured homes and tried 
|to summon as much help from the 
1neighbors as they could, but having 
I secured the willing assistance of the 
I entire neighborhood their efforts

that in charge of Yates.
Coroner Bell, of Windsor, was noti- OLD BOYS’ B• gi a •

fied and spent yesterday aternoon in­
vestigating into the probable cause of 
death and the identity of the dead 
man. Alexander Gray, a farmer liv­
ing near the scene of the accident, 
identified the dead man as Sly Mc­
Laren, of Chatham. He told Coroner 
Bell that he was personally acquaint­
ed with McLaren and is sure that he 
is the man who was killed. The body 
is that of e man about 30 years of age, 
about 6 feet 4 inches in height and of 
heavy build. The clothes worn by 
deceased were of the beet material and 
everything about the body denoted a 
man in easy circumstances. Coroner

Heated Debate in the British 
Parliament Ended by the 

Closure.
Caspar Schwemler Chats of 

Auld Lang Syne and Our
Early Bands./Black English Corded 

Silk at 50c
This is one of the beet wearing 
silks you can buy, the corded 
effect to take the place of tucks, 
they are very new, come in and 
see them.

» Taffeta Silk, Full
* Yard Wide at $1.39
• The beet Lyons dye, and will
• not cut, note the width and
• come prepared to get the beat
• taffeta silk value ever offered in
- Chatham.

Price of Breed Ie expected te 
Drop Again Soon-The 0 

Vote as Taken.
Will Reorganise and Take Part 

In old Boys' Reunion—Instru­
ments Still In Shape. )

London, A pril 22-In the course of a 
debate on the grain tax in the House 
of Commons this evening, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, Sir Michael 
Hicks-Beach, announced that "offal" 
or coarse aneal for stock feeding would 
pay only threepence per hundred- 
weight, instead of five-pence. He add- 
ed that in the case of flour and fine 
meals, the farmers had been greatly 
disturbed by the fear that a heavy 
tax on “offal” would u set any pro­
tective advantage which they would 
gain by the grain duty.

The Chancellor also expressed his 
belief that t he advance in the price 
of bread, which had been a halfpenny 
to one penny a leaf higher throughout 
the United Kingdom since the budget, 
would recede so soon as the trade had 
adjusted itself to the new conditions. 
The whole evening was occupied in a 
heated debate of the duties as 20- 
vided for in the budget.

At midnight, Mr. Balfour, the gov- 
ernment leader, applied the closure, 
and the corn duties waa adopted by 
283 votes to 197. C‘

Caspar Schwemler is one of the old- 
(BL ba nd musicians in the city an i was 
connected with the first band organ­
ised in Chatham. At present he is 
vigorously advocating the formation 
of an old boys’ band to take part in 
the Old Boys’ Reunion. The scheme 
will no doubt go through with Caspar 
pushing it, and it promises to be a 
great feature in the Old Boys’ Reun- 
ion. 3

"You know," said Mr. Schwemler to 
The Planet this morning, "in those 
far different from what it is now. 
Then the band used to be patronized 
and was present at every public and 
social gathering. The people entered 
into the spirit of the music, in fact 
the band was the whole attraction in

Bell could not discover what train 
struck the man and be postponed 
further investigation until he can in­
terview members of some of the train 
crews who passed the place where the 
man was killed previous to the find­
ing of the body. <

The unfortunate young man has 
been identified as Angus McDonald, 
son of Captain McDonald, of the 
schooner Kolfage. He left Chatham 
on Monday night and is supposed to 
have been stealing a ride. His father 
left for Windsor yesterday afternoon 
and will return with the body at five 
o’clock this afternoon. Their home is 
in Goderich; where the remains will 
be taken for interment.

Poplin Lousine
That latest French material for 
summer and evening dresses, get 
a glimpse of these fair flowers of 
the loom.

French Foulards 
At 75c and $1.00 Yard

A splendid showing of these in 
the most exquisite colorings.

1

were of no avail. The fire did not 
cease until the whole village was de- 
stroyed. The flames also crossed the 
road and caught in a bush, and the 
smoke coming from thia made it im- 
possible for the fire-fighter rite do 
anything. Four teams of horses were 
employed in plowing to keep the fire 
within the settlement, but when the 
fire caught in the bush they were en­
veloped. in blinding smoke. The 
drivers cut their horses loose from 
the plows and ran for their lives. The 
men escaped, but nothing has been 
heard from the horses. It is supposed 
that they were burned.

Charles Raynor, of this city, was 
passing through Cooperville at the 
time the fire started. He says the

Art Silks at 75c and $1.00 Yard
Just what you have been looking for “we

Jknow”, delightful for cushions and drapes, 
for you in all the color-: well, here they are 

ings.
In the summer time wethe place.

average of three timeswere out on an
a week at socials, picnics, etc.

“The bound room was situated first, over the store now occupied by F. A. i 
Robert, but we later on moved over 
the Central Drug store, and from 
there to a room over Austin’s store. 
Weekly band concerts, were given by 
the band, and these were a feature 
of the town ‘People turned out in 
crowds and paraded up and down the 
street while we were playing. There 
was no park then, you know, and we 
had to hold our concerts on the dif- 
feront balconies on King street. These 
balconies were situated, one at the 
old Royal Exchange, one at D. M. Mar- 
tin’s hotel and the other at the Rutley 
House. There were some weeks that 
we w.-re playing every night.3 
"used to run excursions, too, 

and it would surprise you how they 
were patronized. It seemed as if 
everyone wanted to go. I think the 
excursions we ren were to Niagara 
Falls, Toronto, Mt. Clemnies, and Sar- 
nia. I remember, especially one Sat-
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panic caused by the fire was some- 
thing awful. Men, women and chil­
dren were rushing hither and thither 
screaming and crying, not knowing 
which way to turn. One man was 
driving past the mill when he was 
completely enveloped in smoke, and 
had to turn around as best he could 
and drive back. It was one of the 
largest and most disastrous fires that 
has happened in Chatham Township 
for some years.

The total loss has not been estimat­
ed, but it will be great. Twelve hous- 
es were burned besides the mill.

The dwelling of A. Benoit and the 
barns of Mr. Paulucci, on the 9th 
concession of Dover, were also de­
stroyed by fire yesterday at noon. 
The cause- of the fire is unknown. It 
started upstairs in Mr. Benoit’s house. 
The family were down Mairs eating 
dinner at the lime and did not detect 
the fire until it was too late to extin­
guish it. Owing to tbs high wind the 
sparks from the burning house were 
carried to the barns of Mr. Paulucci. 
which were about 500 feet from it. 
The sparks soon caught fire in the 
straw around the barn and, as a re­
sult, both house and barns are com­
pletely destroyed. Mr. Benoit’s barns 

; escaped, as the wind carried the five 
in the opposite direction. Neighbors 
lent their assistance in doing all in 
their power to extinguish the flames, 
but all to no advantage. The total 
loss of barns and house will not ex- 

The residence of Mr. Scott, lot 3, 
Con. 8, Raleigh, was also destroyed by 
fire yesterday. The fire caught from 

I a burning chimney and made quick 
I work of the frame building. Nothing 

was saved. The barns, fortunately, 
did not catch fire, but the house and 

Icontents were completely destroyed. 
I The loan will be about $1.200.

Warden Rankin waa in the city last 
I evening and said to The Planet in ref-
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We have not over- 
looked the little ones 

$ , in our purchases for 
$ the 2

1 but have made ample ::
provision for them in :: 

1 all lines of
Slippers and I 

$High Lace Shoes: 
i in black, tau and red J
: also Patent Leather, 2
1 soft soled shoes for 1
I the wee tots. I
: Little Men’s Shoes -
I for the small boys. 1
I And the latest lasts I
1 and patterns in shoes 1
I for the larger boys I
1 and girls. .X
1 Children’s Shoes 

$from 35c a pair up.

To Enemies of Britain in South 
Africa—Charlton’s 

Resolution.
or♦♦ 0000009 900009♦ : >ACME SHOE ittHE I

Amnesty to all Boers and Re- 
bels be Offered as a Con­

dition Of Peace.
URNIN/ soeFORuse

: ♦ 

♦ ♦

LADIES 11Ottawa, April ^.-Although politi- 
cians in Britain are patriotically ab- 
staining from any expression of opin­
ion in regard to the terms of settle-

Something new. It has 
a lovely cushion inner sole 
which makes it the most 
comfortable walking boot 
that was ever placed before 
the public. It carries with 
it the latest style and for 

, quality it can’t be excelled. 
We have secured the sole 
agency for this wonderful 
boot.

1._. urday, when we took a train load of 
with the enemies of the King in people to part Huron. Saturday, of 

course, was the busy day of the week.
ment
South Africa, thus acting in the true 
interests of peace, and avoiding any 
a pearance of encouragement to the 
burghers to hold put against the

but we left everything and, went on I 
our excursion and the town was el-1 
most deserted during the whole day. 
Everybody, merchants and all, took ia 
the trip. That just shows bow the 
band was patronized.

“We ware also attached to the old 
24th Battalion as the battalion band 
and attended camp at. Sarnia twice 
and Windsor once. We were asso- 
ciated with the battalion for five 
years, when we dropped out and the 
Dresden bend took it.

“One thing we always attended waa 
the laying of the corner stones of the 
churches. I was present with the 
band when the corner atone of Park 
St. Methodist church was laid, also 
the one in the William Street Baptist 
church. Then, too, we attended the 
corner stone laying of a. lot of the 
churches in the vicinity of Chatham, 
and always had a good time."

The members of thia old time band 
are scattered all over Canada and 
a good number of them are dead. 
Some of those who still live in the 
city ere W. Quinn, Bb. cornet, Caspar 
Schwemler, Eb. cornet, Ed. Jones, alto, 
Richard Smith, bass drum. Samuel 
Trotter, Bb. cornet, Mr. Latham, Eb. 
cornet, Harry Taylor, baritone, and 
Tom Guttridge, bass. Some of the 
old leaders were Geo. Packham, Lath- 
am, Geo. O’Brien .Mr. Kenna and Jas. 
Broderick. Latham is the only one of 
these, I think, who is living to-day.

“After the old baud passed out of 
existance, another was started and 
that is when Gus Sauerman, Harry 
Simmons, and Geo. Webber entered 
baud circles.” *

Mr. Schwemler was the only one 
of the “old boys” who played in this 
second band. Caspar is Mill in pos- 
session of the Eb. cornet which did so 
much good service in days gone by and 
claims that it is in as good shape for 
playing now as it was then.

if Miterms offered by the Imperial govern- 
ment, Mr. John Charlton does not 
hesitate to take ths opposite course. 
He has given notice that he will move 
a resolution in the House tendering 
what in his oénion should be Canada’s 
advice to His Majesty’s government 
as to how the Boers and the Cape 
rebels alike should be dealt with. Mr. 
Charlton’s resolution is as follows:-

"This House is of opinion that Brit- 
ish supremacy should be maintained 
and firmly established io South Afri­
ca, to which end Canada ham cheer­
fully contributed men and money. 
Having in view the effect of a policy 
of magnanimity and mercy at the 
cession of Canada end at the close of 
the civil war in the United States, and 
for other reasons, this house is also 
of opinion that a like policy of meg- 
nanimity and mercy may properly be 
extended to a brave foe now oppon 
ing British arms; and that in the 
interests of peace and of future tran­
quility, harmony and homogeneity, it 
is expedient to offer universal am- 
nenty sa a condition of peace and sub- 
mission to British control, to all per- 
sons in arms against the Britsih au- 
thority, in Cape Colony Natal, the 
Orange River Colony, the Transvaal 
and all other portions of the Britisu 
Dominions in South Africa, and upon 
this opinion, respectfully presented. 
With the prayerful hope that It may 
aid in securing a favorable and hon- 
orable settlement of South African 
hostilities, and difficulties, this house 
invokes the considerate judgment of 
His Gracious Majesty, the King."

The resolution, which will probably 
be seconded by Mr. Bourassa, will 
doubtless be rejected by the govern- 
ment as untimely, if not actually, in- 
sulting, in its tone to Hie Minjesty’s 
ministers entrusted with the duty of 
settling the terms of peace in South 
Africa. , * - ( .. .ra i1

9urrill 
93 KING STREET.
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99: erence to the time:-
“They are no doubt caused by the 

dry condition of the country. I have 
never known no dry s spring. It has r 
been favorable for the farmers in put- 
ting in their crops, but it is disastrous / 
in the event of a fire. When once 
lighted everything in the country 
burns like matchwood."

“The
IS THE PLACE 
TO BU Y YOUR

1 
♦rockery Boys’ Shoes 

from $1.00• 

Girls* Shots

$3.00.

BUILDINGS BURNEDNew Toilet Sets just in. 
Very suitable for any 
bedroom, in various col- 
orings and designs, see 

them in window. The price is only $5.00. Have a line 
of cheaper sets which we are selling at the small sum 
of $2.00. While in this store be sure to visit the upstairs 
department and see the New Dinner Sets, Tea Sets and 
Lamps.'

H. Macaulay, “ THE ARK » 
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from $1.00 up.

Little Men's Shoes 
et $1.00, $1.25 and $1.50.

Tilbury Farmer Suffers Total 
From Spark From M.O.R.

Engine.
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Special to The Planet. I
I Tilbury, April 23.—-The here and 
|stable of Peter Dupuis, of Tilbury 
!East, were destroyed by fire yester- 
|day afternoon caused by a spark 
| from an M. C. B. engine. Loss, $1.500. 
I No insurance. _l

ATORONTO HAY AND STRAW.
Toronto, April 22.—Baled Hay-The 

market is quiet at $10 for No.. 1 timo- 
thy, with a light demand.

Baled Straw—There is a fair in­
quiry and the market is quiet at $5 
on track here. I - • Ja 204

Cash Shoe Store 
1. Doors West of Ma♦ 
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