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plant, and for such other measures of relief 
as shall be proper under the circumstances.

The business in the hands of private mem­
bers during the approaching session will un­
doubtedly be large, and we doubt not the 
Local Government will bring forward quite a 
number of public measures. The nearness 
of an appeal to the constituencies will have 
its effect both upon the ministry and the 
jieople’s representatives generally, and we 
may consequently look forward to a display 
of unusual activity and zeal on the part of 
our Provincial Legislators. The disposal of 
the large susdits now in the hands of the 
Treasurer will form one of the most import­
ant subjects for settlement. The amount is 
about $3,000,000, and the Legislature must 
decide what is to be done with it. The 
policy of the Local Government in regard to 
it, has not yet transpired.

GOLD MINING AS A COMMERCIAL 
ENTERPRISE.

Our remarks upon this subject have been 
liitherto confined to those operations which 
have gold for their sole end and object ; but 
there is another series of operations which 
are designed to make their profit from the 
utilization of the coarser and more common 
mineral substances, and in which the precious 
metal is only viewed as a collateral and sup­
plementary source of gain.

In the Mad04 mining district, to which 
thèse observations chiefly refer, this sort of 
combination mining might be carried on to 
great advantage, as there are many veins in 
that region which have been proved to contain 
gold, though in too small proportion to pay 
for working in the ordinary way, by mill 
process. In these veins the material that 
generally accompanies and contains the goM 
is iron pyrites,. (bisulphide of iron) which 
can be converted at will to the manufacture 
of sulphuric acid, or of copperas. The first 
of these products is very valuable in agri­
culture, and its introduction into coir mon 
use among the farmers of Britain has been 
one of the great agents in increasing the 
quantity of fann produce, and augmenting 
the rislue of land, within the last thirty years. 
If a cheap and abundant supply of this material 
were accessible to our farmers, they could 
not fail to reap abundant benefit from it, for 
there is no civilized country where a larger 
number of animals arc slaughtered, for food, 
in proportion to the population, than in those 
provinces, and of course bones are propor- 
portionately plentiful, while large beds of 
apatite, or natural phosphate of lima, are
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jet of water is made td play, to condense the 
acid fumes, and vessels of felass, lead, or 
platinum, for the puyose cif concentrating 
the acid to the. propjr degree of strength. 
By the roasting it mnergocs in the furnace 
the gold contained in she pyrites is set free, 
and can be obtained either by amalgauÉtfng 
with quicksilver, or <Ç«s«.lving by chlorine, 
as previously deacrib-.-d.

The manufacture <4 cop port s (proto-sul­
phate of iron) is still i*orc easÿj and attended 
with less expense than that nf sulphuric acid. 
The pyrites, previously broken small, are laid 
down upon a floor <u boards, or of earth 
beaten hard, lyider okcr, slightly damped, 
and left to the naturaÇproccss of decomposi­
tion, in which the sulphur of the ore unites 
with the oxygen of tltfc atmosphere to form 
sulphuric arid, winds again combines with 
the iron of the pyriti* to form sulphate of 
iron. When the decomposition is sufficiently 
advanced, the material is thrown into a vat 
and lixiviated with later, the solution al­
lowed to settle, and tjie clear liquid trans­
ferred to kettles, and boiled down, like pot­
ash or maple sugar, un il the copperas crystal­
lizes. Deconipositiot by this means has the 
same effect as roastin the ore, that is, it 
releases the gold, and exposes it to the action 
of the mercury or chl<$ine.

In this way many Aines in Virginia and 
Carolina used to bo wt»rked. Just previous 
to the late war, the pUxluce of a district of 
about thirty miles by liur or five was stated 
to be 30,000 tons of copperas, and about 5,- 
000 ounces of gold annually.
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A rec ent fire at > ewmarkjut, which de­
stroyed a large amouu of property, revealed 
the fact that the principal sufferer, a large 
dry goods merchant, 1 eld at the time of the 
tire a stock of £40,(XX to $>.000, and yet 
was insured for but j 1,000 ! And this had 
been the case for sown years. When pressed 
by some who took an interest in him to in­
crease it to at least 8Î 1,000, he refused, and 
was with difficulty ini need to promise that

known to exist in the Lsureatian formation ! it should be made êlts (klO, which, however, ^ __________  _
which mineral is equally available with the was never done. Th< result must be ruin to j, ^ stated that s luge portion of the sunk bin 
bmes'for the manufacture of supjrph taphat*, I the merchant, and a 1 eavy loss to his credi-, been subscribed,

ton. It Is t*o bad that a man should, by 
such almost criminal neglect, jeopardize his 
own and lfis credi ton’ property. There is 
one thing Creditors can do however, if their 
customer Jroq t insure his goods, they can 
do it for h|m, and prevent such disasten as 
the above#

«ROYAL INSURANCE.

Tin- totalffirr premiums of this Com piny fur 
1969 were, t IS}, 190, of which s little less than 
CO prr ecntfWas paid away ia looses—a very fair 
result. Thé il* t pn*t in this branch was i.79, ■ 
151. In tl* li!> detriment the total prrmium . 
income wa| £tl3,420 ; the interest on invest­
ments was £lt>, 162. The sum of £101,193 was 
paid away ii satisfaction of claims, with bonne 
additions ; And 1'133,009 were added to the life 
funds out of tbn business of the year. An ap­
propriation to tli- proprietors of 10*. per share | 
was also dei|*rvd. Further information i* afford - 
ed in the CV^npvny's statement elsewhere.

ÇONfECTlCUT MUTUAL LIFE.

on which to many conqieui.* have 
in England, and toward wliieh some 
inevitably drifting, uejiraroyanef. 

ip Eie beacon of warning and look ho|ie- 
fully for thJday when economy will lie the Jiib- I 
boleth that hesjs-aks success and surely wine the | 
confidence <M the public. Meantime, if we are 
asked to designate the companies moat likely ttf 
fulfil the trfsts onnmtttrd to them, we point, 
without a immiviit's heeitation to those, above all 
others, wliiiii still retain the most of this almost 
extinct virtie."

This language ia used in the XIV. annual re­
port of the. Massachusetts Commissioner. It is 
remarkable |>r its force, its point, its truth. I-et 
us apply thi* teat to the Company whose name 
stands at t|e brail of this article and see how 
much of “ t)ii« almost extinct virtue” it possesses.
Of 57* eowpmirs of other State* doing business 
in Massachusetts in 1969, the average ratio of 
gross ripen, including dividends on guarantee 
capital, was 18.33 ; that of the Connecticut wsa 
10.56. Onl}' out other com) mi y is worktil at so 
cheap a rate* -thkt ia the Mutual Benefit--» corn­
er unriprisented in this country. We think 
this feature of I lie Connecticut worthy of the 
highest conjjnenlaiion. It enables the Company 
to pay Ur<<^ dividends, for the simple, common 
sense n-axmiltbXt the jwlicy holders' money is not 
]*id away iti-tlse sha|« of ex|»ensra. We have 
seen several instances of cash dividends on all 
life poliries, apilitd in redaction of tlie » coud 
premium, dm*»ting to 32 per cent, and on -1 
fifteen-year endowment policies of 19 j*v rest 1, 
Tliis Compl y is deservedly securing a very good • j 
business in tli- province of Ontario.

k 1 un AMitv TtLEoiiAru.—Toronto is to have 
a fire alarm : telegraph. A contract has been let 
to Messrs. U imewell t Co. for the sum of *12,00**
by the city iorjairation. *
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—A new Bui'sMng .*)«ci ty ia to be < r/amzcd in 

] London, Oat., with Mr. James Burn» as tkvn tary.
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