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OWNERS OF AMERICA
iBy Allied Henry Lewis

«.ere upon a no very remote time, a wise men. look 
lag abend declared that children then alive would aee a 
day when the entire property ol the country would He. 
belplaaa and obedient beneath the dominating thumbs of 
oae hundred men This wine man gave hie prophetic 
eight too much ol elevation, be overshot the mark. The 
day be threatened baa arrived, and not one hundred men 
but{ a half score may be named who bold practically the 
wbola wealth ol America m the controlling hollow ol 
their hands It la here proposed to write aerially and 
biographically aad as lar aa may be remedially—of these 
men. and to begin with Andrew Carnerle, who la a Caesar 
oI Steel.

Of all who ever went to sleep at the switch ol their 
own internets, the public la most somnolently thick OI 
all the inane lambs that ever gamboled In plain eight 
ol the wolves, the public la the most bleattngly wit­
less As eihlbltlng to the public lamb, in something ol 
lta sire and laagy strength, one ol the many Ilona with 
which, la advance ol the mlllmnlum. it la pleased to lie 
down. I give here a holkdlul ol ligures by which to 
measure the Steel Trust.

The Steel Trust stock and bond Issues. In a recent 
year, amounted to nearly ll.43g.7t2.H3. The whole debt 
ol the United States was but |S(H,470.iS0 In Interest 
and dividends lor that year, the Steel Trust paid out 
tSl.741.311 The Interest payments ol the government 
during the same period were $28.356.418. That year the 
gross earnings ol the Steel Trust were $536.571,871 The 
Income ol the government, slightly topping It. was $560,- 
116,674. The operating eipenses ol the Steel Trust dur 
lag those twelve months were 1401.168.511. while the 
expenses ol the government were 1477,341,651. The Steel 
Trust surplus at the close ol that year was $11.304,116, 
the surplus ol the government was, roundly $14.000,000

These figures should give the public some notion ol 
the sise ol at least one ol the lions that live in the 
same Cage with it. II gold he power—and 1 think no one 
doubts It- what a black world ol barm, whether latent 
or active, resides with such a colossus ol money And 
yet It Is hut one ol many; the woods are lull ol Its 
gigantic kind. There Is a downright peril that ever 
lurks In strength Weakness, no matter how vicious, is 
seldom a threat One need hardly tear a tabby-cat. even 
in Its hour ol anger When the tabby swells to royal 
site and become a lion the case is different. There are 
trade lions, just as there are trade tabby-cats. Tbg 
public Is sale Irom the little Iron-monger. Though he 
were ever »> hungrily to swindle it. It would be widely 
another business II the Steel Trust turned man eater, with 
teeth and talons to carry out its fell design.

Andrew Carnegie dominates and directs the Steel 
Trust. Kvery day he receives the totaled story ol its do 
Inga He assumed to "retire.” but it was only the pol 
Ite fiction ol a gentleman, who, living elegantly in 
these, his latter, leisure days, would rid himsell ol 
smudge ol lores and dust ol mill Since Mr Carnegie 
intended thereelter to inhabit the drawing-rooms ol ex­
istence. where trade is the thing rude and undesirable, 
he defied a proverb and invented a method by which he 
might both eat his cake and have it. too. He called 
that method "retiring"; and. in pursuance thereol, he 
"retired" Irom the Steel Trust, just as Mr Rocketeller 
"retired" Irom Standard Oil; just as some captain "re­

tires" to bis cab n and liy messenger sends his orders to 
the bridge.

Not only does Mr Carnegie dominate the Hteejz 
Trust, but he claims credit as its creator His ortgf 
nal Investment was $130.000 That Is the whole mess 
ure ol what capital he has contributed during hie lorty 
years ol steel Now his annual income, per word ol 
Mr. Friek-who ought to know—is. roundly. $25,000.000, 
which Is more than the aggregate Incomes ol all the 
sovereigns ol Kurope. including King Bdwnrd and barring 
the Cur

There la no eue»sing at Mr rSVnegie'e riches, he 
himsell couldn't count them Mr Mdrgan. he whom kls 
intimates rail "Ponty." described him as the "richest 
man In a*I* the world " Mr Prick, more conservative, 
put him down lor hall a billion And what is hall a 
hi'Von’ II the salary ol Pilate, when he sat In Roman 
Judgment on the Saviour, had been $250.000 a year, and 
ll he'd lived until now and drawn and saved every dol­
lar ol that salary, he wouldn't he worth, by many mil 
lions, as much as Mr Carnegie Such as Mr Carnegie, 
therelore, are worth reading about; his story Ihrwld 
show much to copy, and perhaps much to avoid.

In figure Sir Carnegie in five leet lour inches in 
height—a short, thick, tough, stocky, hickory knot ol s 
man His head is round and big and hard and Scotch, 
and lull ol brains He is active, keen, urbane, aggres­
sive. ambitious, affable, selfish. Irlendly. cautious, never 
lorgets. seldom forgive*. helps others, helps them the 
more readily when It helps Carnegie, keeps his right 
hand posted as to what his lelt’s about, has no spun- 
glass sentimentalities, would like to get hack a dollar 
lor every dime put out, and is not wholly decided whe­
ther he would sooner be rich than be right. He is 
against rascality. RmphaticaUy he is against rascalities 
that spell a personal loss. He prêtera to do right and 
win. Also certain hair-splitting moralists and ethical 
carpers aver that he would sooner do wrong than lose.

The Carnegie annual output ol steel is eieht millions 
of tons. The selling price of this is half a billion dol­
lars. It the public bought It all, at the figures it usually 
pays lor armor-plates, the selling price would be $3,- 
100.000.000. Which shows the difference between a bat-eyed 
public and a lynx-eyed private consumer, when the two 
go buying steel.

With his personal income ol I25.noo.ooo, and lortune 
of half a billion, Mr. Carnegie draws the reins of direc­
tion over twenty-fold that sum. He is a herd-leader of 
money, t-n biffions of gold wi'l follow him. The whole 
wealth of the country is 1107.10*.211."17; and so you may 
ga:n rome notion of the Carnegie frontiers He can make 
men, break men; feudal in his commercial authority, our 
gold boron sits possessed of "the high justice, the middle 
and the low.” He may not take physical life, but he 
may take dollar life—he may not take the house, but he 
may take away the prop that doth sustain the house.

Kvery man and woman and child between the oceans 
is serf to Mr. Carnegie, and directly or indirectly must 
renter him tribute. To whrt end? .That he may drink 
deep and ever deeper of the money-goblet Does it do 
him good? No. Does it do us harm’’ Yes Is there no 
remedy, no power of cure? Remedy? There are half a dozen 
refhedies. We pass laws against the man who carries a 
pistol. Yet far more deadly, as a weapon of offense 
arainst the ciVzen, is the concealed bank-book of a multi­
millionaire.—Cosmopolitan. ,


