@anahlan @bnrrhman

‘The Christian Dear

'The Fifth Sunday After Trinity, July 8th.

There are two messages in the Collect ard
Gospel for to~day which blend together into one.

;. The Collect tells of the preparation of
the world for the work of the Church. It is-an
-inspiration to remember how wonderfully God

has always been preparing the world for the

Gospel. Before Christ’s first Advent there had
been going on a remarkable preparation in the
world for the spread of the Gospel, and when
the first messengers of the Church went forth
into the world they found the world prepared
for them. The great Roman roads’ and the
Roman rule had made travelling from country

to country possible, the breakdown of -the.

Pagan religions,.the desire of men for a new
light—these were some of the things which
were signs of God’s preparation for His Gospel.
So even now in the midst of difficult circum-
stances we must remember that the Great

Worker is at work, that even in the midst of

War He is preparing a great opportunity for
His: Church.

This Sunday three years ago was the Sunday -
War threatened the Empire.

before the War.
"How appropriate the words ‘of this Collect
seemed on that day! ‘‘Grant, O Lord, we be-
seech Thee, that the course of this world may
be so peaceably ordered by Thy governance,
that Thy Church may joyfully serve Thee in-all

godly quietness.”” How earnestly that snmple
prayer was offered!

God is giving the Church an opportunity in this
War, which She must -seize.. It iS for the

Church to go forward in faith and hope to do

the work which comes t6 Her out of the new
cireumstances brought about by the War. . -

2. The Gospel tells of the place where the

~work is to be-done,  The disciples had toiled
all night on the familiar waters of the lake, and

~in_the morning they came to shore with ‘their
Into one of these the Master . ;
came ‘‘and He sat down and taught the péople

empty ShlpS

out of the ship.”” "As the disciples listened to

His words it must have seemed as if last night’s
toil was very long ago. He was calling them
to a new work far dnﬂerent from” the old, a

It was not answered in
* the way we had hoped, but it is being answered.

Toronto, ]une 28, 1917.

Bbitorial

FIFTY YEARS OF CHURCH AGTIVITY

On July 1st, the Dominion’ of Cahada will
celebrate its fffieth birthday. ~ During these
fifty years it has grown from an infant With a

* very.uncertain future to a fairly well develdped :

nation, taking its place side by side with sister
nations in upholding the principles of liberty

- and righteousness of the Empire of which it

forms an 1mp0rtant part.

To the four original provinces lying east of

Lakes Superior and Huron, there have been'

added five in Western Canada besides a vast
unorgamzed territory to-the north. There has
béen an increase ‘in area from 540,000 syuare
miles to 3,729,665 square miles,-an inérease in
population from 3,600,000 to about ¥,600,000,
and an increage in total trade from $114,107,674

“to $1,996,706,671. From 2,278 miles, confined

to the eastern portxon of the Dominion, the rall-
way mileage has increased to 35,582 miles in-

cluding three great transcontinental lines with

branches running in every direction,
railways, , telephones, motor cars,
machines and ° submarines
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as beyond the realm of possibility. To have

-~ lived during the past fiffy years has in. reality

meant to have. lived: during the period of
greatest material development: and mvennon
that the world has known.

So much for matenal progr&s., ‘Wha
‘taken place in the Church? Beg

Watts for teachmg poor chlldren

Royal, Nova Scotia, the Church had gra
extended its operations over the whole of wha
was known as British North America. By
year. 1867, seven dioceses had bee ablishe
in' the Mantnme Provmces, and m

work greater and nobler. than ever they hadl'f

done.

Then come.the words: ‘‘Launch out

into the deep, and let down. your nets for a
draught.” Go back to- the old place, to ’theA

old work, back to the straining at the oars,
“the draggmg at the nets,

*‘Master; we have

toiled all the night, and have taken nothing.” = .

- We know the hard ways of the old work.
50 He says to us:
- :the place of ‘common. dut)r i
. miracle and power.”” .

s the place! nf

50 back to the lfmrk

st Wearetogobdcktothesameworkandthe, %

_Same prayers, and if we go
~ Obedience we shall: ﬁn ' :

preparin
, , we have toxh(j all the =
- taken nothmg nevgrtheless ‘a

- will let down the net.
sdone they mcloseda

nt futurs and to
»’,‘mcaal _yes -

ﬂymg.r-v ‘j ',
were  either un- .
thought of or regarded by the vast majority

ments of these fifty years glves one courage to
face the problenis of the future if only we re-
main true to ‘the:fundamental principles of our.

faith. Canada is as yet only on the threshold, = f
and great as have been the years that hav' :

passed, the possibilities of the future are
1 greater. God grant us men of faith and vis

of unselfishness and ability to guide its destvr
aright.
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- If a referendum or an electton is - held
Canada to decide whether conscrlpnon sha
“enforced or not, every man who has enlist
whether living or dead, should be countec
voting in favour of it. Justlce demands it
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- The Synod of Huron at its recent sessxom
motion by Rev. Canon Sage, seconded
Dr. Tucker, passed a resolution recomn
the extension of the circulatio
Churchman 'in all the parishe
Needles.v, to say, ¥ 3
members of the Synod‘ '
apprectatxon of the
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