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BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCLXXXI,

The Advance winds up its singularly
futile arguments agninst taking much
interest ina Pope or his administration
by declaring that it is hard to supposo
that anybody seriously believes insuch
a thing as a Vicar of Christ.

This declaration, although decent in
form, is in reality the severest accusa
tion, short of calling her anti-Christ,
ever brought against the Roman Cath-
olic Church., Kven sueh an indescrib
able blackguard as John Christian, no-
where that I can recall, implies & doubt
that the overwhelming maj yrity of
Roman Catholies profoundly believe
that the Pope is the Viear of Christ,
and would lay down their lives for the
proposition. Irdeed, within four years
hundreds, or rather thousands, of Cath-
olic Christians in China have quietly
suffered marcyrdom for their religion,

of which an essential part is, that the
Pope is the Vicar of Christ. True,
multitudes of Protestant Christians
also willingly suffered marb) rdom for
the name of Christ, but assur diy no
part ol their testimony in death was
directed against the elaims of the PPope.

We have been wont to hear a great
many charges against the Catholic

!

den accusation, from such a quarter,
that the wost numerous denomination
of Christisns in the ¥ orld is a body of
hypocr
ready to die for 1t and actually
dying for it in throngs, in which,

nevertheless, they do not believe !

Nobody doubts thaf had this one point |
been singled oub for remction, they |
would have been just as ready to die |
for this as for the v hole Catholic ereed.

I do not remember precisoly when |
the l'npvn<-\1-L;\ngml the styleof *Vicar |
of Peter’ for that of “Viear of Christ,”’
but it can not well have been much less
than a thousand years ago. The fol-
lowing centuries have been the : of |
many of the most illustrious Christians
of the Church, of Anselm, Bernard,
Langton, Edmund rh of Lin-
coln, Francis ol 5 Brigit |
Sweden, Bradwardine, Nicholas of !
Cusa, Gregory V., Las Casas, Isabelia
the Catholic, Ifrancis Xavier, Catharine
of Aragon, Thomas More, Joha Fisher,
Abhnt,‘,\'hiliu;,:,l‘)dmluul(';nuplnn.'n‘»lu-rx‘
Southwell, Francis Borgia, Urban VII,,
Innocent NI., Innocent N 11., Fenelon,
Lossuet,de Raned, Charlesand Frederic
Borromeo, Vincent de I’aul, Madame
Chantal, Joan of Are, Janeof 3 alois, St.
Lewis, Catherine of pa, and an in-
pumerable company of holy men and
women besides.

Now most probably all of these illus-
trious Christians would have been quite
as ready to die for the proposition that
the Pope is the Vicar of Christ as the
Chinese Chri:t'ans of te-day. Indecd,
multitudes have in fact dicd for it,
specifically, as More, Fisher, Campion,
Southwell, the monks of the ¢ harter
house, besides the thousands slowly
tortured to death by the Huguenots
and the Datch Calvinists becauso they
would not disown the claims of the PPope.
What a singular body of hypoerites!

Who ever heard of a company of hun-
dreds of willions, marching under the
banner of a false pretence, in which
they themselves did not believe, and
yet in this sign making conquests for
ages throughout the world! This
declaration of the Advance is not o1 ly
fnsulting in the last degree, but also
irrational in the last degree. Who
would have looked for it from among

the

ites, |n‘u\l':nill’,{ a tenet, and

a of

American Congregationalists, a de-

nomination perhaps the least virulent ‘ quarter, a dime or a nickel does

and most broad-m nded in the ejuntry
I naturally, for propr iety, except my
own Episcopal Church.

Pray what is there so lard of belief
in the proposition that Christ has 2
Vicar on earth? We all believe that
He has a diffused viearship on earth,
that every individual Christian is, in a
profoundly important sense, a repre-
gentative, or vicar of Christ. As said
a pious monk of Paris  to the late Dr.
Muhlenberg, smiting his breast in
humility: **Sum pareulus Christus,”’
«Tam 8 lesser Christ.)’ We believe
that as the endowment of goodness,
wisdom, prudence, encrgy, ascends,
Christians become in asconding measure
representatives, bl is, vicars, of
Christ. Wo wmust believe it possible
that there may be one Christian in
whom all the qualifications for such a
delegation from the Redeemer are so
conjoined as to make him Christ’s repre
gentative in a uniguo sense, Soch a
one would certainly be Christ's Viear
on errth.

True, the editer will say, but this
would be a viearship ¢f holinessand en-
dowments not ol office. True, but one
viearship need not exclude the other.
Was not Judas, though not as worthily,
yot as truly, an Ap stle as Peter and
John? Noone can accuse the Church
of Rome of having ever disparaged the
claims of pre-eminent sanetity, or its
power and rights within the Church.
The talk of *¢ sacerdotal government b2
in the Church must be profoundly quali
fied by regard to the reverence felt for
the mind of the saints, w hether men or

women, learned or simple, laymen or

priests. The staunchy Protestant
Spectator has designated the Roman

Oatholic Church as pro-eminently the

Church possessed with the love of

moral excellence. In this respec she

is the divect antipodes ol the original
Lutheran Church, in which the doe

trine was early preached, and widely

received, that moral  excellened
‘¢ prejudieial  to alvation,”
which the d I

1e that tl

renews ti s 08 D
nounced ' ed Il
unendun v n

When g ITI. write
Bernard : eall L tl
pope,’’ assu dly he does n
that is ¢ his

Pius X. in hesitating to put bin
a level with @
Gregory NI

Charch, but we did not look for a sud- {
|
|
|

| they

Ansalm, Nay, when
stoned to the inspired
injunetions of the virgin of Siena to
return to RRome, he did not deem that

his chair by receiving her exhortations
as in a manner commands. He there-
upon obeyed them, and thereby, as
Emile Gebhard remarks, probably saved
the impending schism from hecoming
perpetual. Thus his prerogatives and
her inspirations worked harmoniously
together. And after his death, when
the self-pleasing French eardinals set
up the worthless Robert of Geneva at
Avignen, St. Catherine summor ed the
holy monks and nuns ol all Italy to be,
with her, the suppo:t of the Roman
Chair, and thus, in the end, sccared
the trivmph of the leg timate line.

Here, assuredly, spiritual and pap:l
viearship were not found at variance.
The maiden of Siena ard the royal wid-
ow of Sweden were as free and bold
towards the Popes as a Covenanting
preacher, but it was to build up, not to
pull down,

No one disputes that oflicial repres-
entation of Christ, for its highest ellic-
acy, neads the fu'ness ol Christ’s spirit.
No one imagines that the Church could
accomplish her destiny under 2 line of
Borgias, or even of Medioi. The Pope
peigning in 1517 and his four or iive

nredecessors broug
the jndgment of the
fection. Yet no doubt this editor fully
helieves, with the Evange lical Alliance
that Christ has appointed a df finite ex
ternal ministry, who are therefore ilis

groat Northern de-

special representatives or v icars. He
would not be heaten cut of this admis
sion by the objection that many of the
vty are holier than many ol the m

:" 1f he should eonclude that he had

by worldly clergymen, he would not

herefore have himself re-baptized, or | te

re-married, or re-ordained.
In other words, he wounld ackn wl-

edge that a du! constitnted outward |

ministry has a special warrant of anthor-
ity, over and above its spiritual exc
lence. The Pilgrim Fathers religiousl)
were strong democrats, yet they re-
frained from the sacraments for
years for lack of an ordained minister.

Of course Epissopalians and Luther- |

ans freely acknowledge that the minis-
try may rice in vaiiouns de 8, each

ascending step, therefore, ving A

fuller representation of Christ. And |t

the Lutheran Harna
why such a hierarel
minate in a Pope, who assuredly, thera
fore, yuld be Viecar of Christ, not in
an exclusive, but in a unique sense.
The bishops are ‘‘assumed into a part
of the papal colicitude' and the priests
into a part of the episcopal. Yet this
common representation of Christ, which
in its degree ig a true vicarship, does
not stand in the way of the incommuni-
cable prerogatives and dignity of the
bishops, nor these again in the way of
the unique authority and dignity of the
Pope.

There is an interesting point remain-
ing, which I wish to mention next.

CnArLEs C. STARBUCK.

Andover, Mass.

'k sees no rewon
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A GIFT FOR JESUS.

the Redeemer brings, is the custom
of Christians to give gifts at Christmas,

Some persons make out a list of their

relatives and their other friends to
whom they will make a present, but |
they do not put down the name of |

Christ, Whose birthday the least is,
nor do they think to plan a t for
tlim. They have nothing for H

I'hey bestow costly thin

destitute and suffering in the person oi

His poor, they have nothing. If, when
st throuzh shopping, they havea
left, they may put that in the |
contribution box ; but if they haven'ta

quarter

1

I'ney do not think ol Christ fi

They do not give Him a gilt before all
il

othe They do not put a spec
offering into the poor-hox, nor for §
sake make a visit Lo some pauper fam
or to some orphan asylum.

Now this sel
Christian giviy
Christ's sake, is no way to ceiebrate

Christmas. e should have llis own

gift and He should be the motive be

be made giad on this day.

for the Babe of Bethlehem Iimself.

NO ROOM.

BY AGNES REPPLIER,
Foot-sore and weary, Mary tried

< vmo rest to seck, bat was d-onied

* The ¢ 18 no room !’ the blind ones cried

M ekly the Virgin turned away,
\ o volee entieaning her (o slay
There was uo room for God th

lay.

No rcom for her, round whoee tired foed
Avrgels are bowed in [ransport awee Uy
I'he ol her of their God 1o greet.

N room for Him, in whose smail hand
Thas troubled rea and mighty lavd
Lo cradled like a graiu of 8 wnd

N0 room, Oh ! Babe D'vine, for Thre
Taat Christmas night t and even wo
Dare shut our hearts and turn the key.

In vain Thyfpl ading Baby ory
8 kg our 4 af souis ; we paes 'hee by.

1 asheitercd ‘'neath the winiry gky.

yom for God ; Oh! Ch st that wo
bar cur doorsg, nor €ven gee
Our 2aviour waling patientiy.

I'ling wide the doors sar Christ, turn back
v nahes on my hearth Lie black
Of light and warmbth a to al lack

| ing s reme
and lnoxpens ¢
mie Injeotions, 0o publiclt
from business, and 8 coviaiuty of onra
Address or oonault Dr, MoTagwarb,

he was derogating from the majesty of | Yonge surest, Torooto.

t on the Church |

I:

t

been baptized, or married or ordained, |
|

t

might not cul- |

Because of the joy that the coming of

a8 on IH rsons |
who do not need them ; but for Him, |
| the favor of

b, perfunctory and un-
of gifts, done not tor

hind every other gift. Christmas is
His birthday and it is His advent that
makes us rejoice. He and His should

onf; no hypoder
no loss of vimo

|
i
:

FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS.

GOBPEL OF THE FEAST,

“Then Herod perceiving that he wasdeluded
by the Wiss In6on, Wik €Xcet dirg engry ; and
gending kilcd gll the men-children tha, wers
fn B:thlchem and in all ihe borders thoreol
trom two y(ars old and nuder accordiog to the
time which he hed olligently irquired of the
wise men  Then was fufilled tho which was
gnoken by Jereming the provhel seyirg A
voles in Rima was heard, lameniation and
gren uolugg Hachel bewalling ner children,
and wou'ld unot b enmforied because they are
not” (Matthew. 2:1618)

To.day the Church recalls to mind
the memory of the Holy Innocents. Che
gospel 1 have just read is the gospel of
the feast. There are two things iu it,
to which T eall your attention. These
two things ave: The injustice Herod
tried to do to Our Divioe Redecmer,
and the injustice he snceecde d in doing
to the Holy Inuocents. In fact, the
gospel might well b calle “ Btody
in Injustice.'” It may be well to spend
a few minutes in becoming acquunted
with Herod, hecanse there are very
few men in the history of the world wh
have made a wors unenviable, and a
more lasting wation, o under
stand his motive in destroying the

4

Iunocents, we must kopow something

about the wan himself, To understaud
the man himself, we must know some

|
| thing about the strange, U yeterious |

race to which he belonged. Hered was
ither a Jew n W

an Jdumean, or :
longed to the

all the hist

they tound

f nslaved t 2
They broke the yoke ; ar de them
erves A K 3t once i e he Jews !
tried to bring them into servitade. Bub
the plan did not succeed. Xr tha
on it made r differevce what |
the Jews were fghting with
lways fou Edmonit in
wue with  the opponen I'he
ned their f with the great |
Chaldean in the siege and destruction |
of the Holy City, when the J woere

yught baek into

y at the
hey took
eat part of the coun-

n of

try beyond the Jordan River. As |

vears and centuries moved on, U

o races hecame
e and more . One hundred |
years before the co iing of our I‘i‘»:!;w"
Redeemer, the Jews triumphe d over |
the Idumeans, aud compelle
unite with them under one

hatred hetween toe

arnment. |

Ve

But the ldumeans plotted even in cap- |

tivity, and succeeded later on in gaic-
ing the favor of Jalins U
having one of their own me
made Roman Procuratcr, when the
Jews were Roman siaves. Could any
fate be more bitter t
Jows when they found themselves the
», ruled over by
hated Idumeans Herod was the
vd of Julius Caesar, while Le lived.
Then he became the friend of C: us.
It was part of his wenderful seheme for
self advaneement to alway
most of those who held the upper hand

. and,

abjeet slaves of Ro

at Rome. lHe never wronged anyone, |
ren the Jows, except to serve sol 10 |

¢

purpose of his own § but he never spared
» Jew, nor any other man, when his
own ends might be compassed by their
destruction. To gain the confidence of
the Jewish peovle he pul Ay law-
rried the g

of the high Priest, Hyrcat

fn]l wile and ddavghter
To gain

he for-

warded immens
Aungustas needed money to carry <

nolt

his scheme for the beautil
liverlasting City, Hercd m
again the iriend of Cesar
foods of Jewish gold to Aug
wition of ©

them in (

senaing
s. He

Asmon-

overcame the

eans, by ilee, and

,
took the
laying su
the Jews had more regard for their
Iig Priest than for any Roman Pro-
curator ; and so he made ar
Ilich Priests, and he wa
every move
sacred office. When he saw his step-
brother receiving too much respect

to it. He knew

Macehahean he had him drowned. The
suspicions of Jews were silenced by the

Let the first gift thought « f be a gift | feigued sym vathy of the tyrant. But

Anthony summoned him to Rome, to
answer for his deed. Knowing that he
was guiity, and, e i rht be
punished when Roman justice

ring he m

found

executed as an act of revenge. From
that time on she was his deadly enemy.
But he had the power of life and death

adultery, he had ber executed.
Antony acquitted him. But later on
he betrayed Antony, and became the

in the ascendant. When he had gained
the good will of Augustus, he murdered
every Macchabean who could possibly
be his rival in the affections of the
people, and then, sccure in the posses-
sion of his throne, ie bent every enorgy

itrelf i
neither Jew nor Roman; bub he used
with consummate skill the Jew ¢
the Roman to serve his purpose, ana

the Roman against the Jew. When his

] own home became the scene of conten-

the tempest. It was on this occasion

‘ tion, he murdered his two sons, to stay

that

who k
by making th
that he would ra

Innocee
ekl

than a son. It was only seven years |
{ er he had merited this epith from
| 1 yman  Augustus that the infant |
‘\ Cl com the scene id a rew

| a 6y nea uy r the i ean

| Ther o man the men first

| m when th 1 travel

i\‘. for months to rest their «

the PPromited Y

[n the second chapter of the

according to ¢

told of the comir

the Holy City. They

of our Divine Redeem
» that their message meant

¢ | and hated hi

{ raling L

them to |

|
Auntipater, 1
y |
i the fate of the |
| he were the ehild of Herod 2 To th
| that he was on his death bed, and that
| throne ! Was there

| young or old, who
make the

Vhen |

I
| name ?

| defeated |

{ Idumean eleme
| Were not the J
City as his capit Wl by |

him out, he arranged it so that in the | g)
event of his death, his wife might be | jed a [mcolul guccession ? Was not

to make his capital the rival of Rowe
architectural beauty. He was

\'\nut’ l

aracterized the man

oents later on, | fje was dying in his old ¢
markable statement, |

* be a hog to Herod |

tic for the innocents of Rethlebem.
They had seen the star of the Messinh
in the heavens of their own country.

They had followed it for weeks
and months, fording rivers, climb-
ing mountains, crossing  dererts,
There was no labor too great
to be undertaken for such a pur-
pose. Many strange and fearful things
their eyes had rested on in all that
Jong and painful journey. Never once
did they imagine, that in the Holy
City itself they were destined to be
the unwilling witnesses of one of the
most terrible scenes in all the history

of the world, They came tosee the
Foander of the ncw and everlating
kingdom. Buat before they left the
Holy City, they were destined to sce
another king upon his death-bed.
There was Ierod, the Idumean, dyi
he palace be had built: and their
eoming added one more torture t
barthen of his inignities. We :
told mueh about him in the Holy
tures. Buot there is abundant intorma-
tion in reliable histories written by his
mporvaries. Vhen we read the
story of the killing of the innocents of
Bothlehem it seems a dreadiul thing to
. Buat it was only a trifle in the

b, How

morderons
nany times had he issned t

areer of the Ly

e ediet of

| destruetion ! But there never was an
el « . from him, that contained
more rness of sou! more -

vir than that

he was actually dying living death
vofore tho eyes of those who feared
'

“ Whera is He that is to he born
King of the Jews 2" TI

\oy must be |
ndeed, who dared to

strange men

to that eity on such an errand.

be fearless men when they ‘

the pres

b lwavd 2
hose hands w vays rod-

h the blood of some new
j tre lhey mu

18 h (

men, to star 1 hefore mnm |
even on his death-bed and to speal
O

im about a new-horn Kin
s the need of another
v forget that he stili liv

for that he still ruled hi |

o with a hand of iron in the name |

L ty Rome ? But he was ou his |
doath-bed ! Yes ; bat he was still a |

king. And

was still able to give
L andd

( nand d men still carri 0
is every wish, And wen still feared |
m, for he had the pow of 1i and

death, Apnd when he for men to |
die, they died, Those w -ved him |
never waited to see if his commands |
were right or not. They never spoke “
to him about injastice. He was not |

the principles of ju ('.4(.'.‘
He was ruling by that absolute power, |
which they had permitted hin 1u'\‘
bpuild up for himseli. There
veins that subtle poison that somc times
ood of kings. There

|

rth whose power l:»:‘
|

|

|

enters into the
was no wan on

gnized as er than his own but

And C: his friend.

is lHo that is to be born

f the Jews 2"’ How could any-

horn K of the Jews unless |

K

» should claim the
vy man living,

any right to |

even then a sirang

that thro

18 except

1d of Antipater, the fi
the i\ rulers over the Je
people 2 Was h

changed the capital from among 'm-“
Galileans to the Holy City itsell.

. 2 Sn - P |
he not built up that power in t &

¢ §
of his strength ?  And was anyone LOW
goiug to try to e it lrom in the
day of ! ass ? And were they
wot afraid to do such a thing 2 Was
he nob the man who had silenced all
s and blotte iir very
d to think that now he was
t ed all his plans
y & c¢hild born of a Galilean
mother in the little hamlet of Betl
hem ! Was he not the pride ol the

of the population ?
in mortal terror of
wim ? Had he not trinmphed over
even the Romans by stratezy, when no
man could possibly hope to triumph
over them by torce ?

18 wea

1'8 epemt

geing to b +t med a

ar, Cassios,
» llad they

rnized his
n his death-
bed. And strange men, who were not
even Romans, came into his prescunce.
And these strange men dared to tell
him that they were looking for a new-

ity 2 Had they not re

The last of his children had been
-5,  Who had any right to
own son, Arch-
ans, for whom he had already provi-

‘ born King of the Jews.

1 x
LOTIL yoa

g
the succession but hi

the dynasty he succeeded his father in
destined to remain 2 And then a light
flashed before his gaze ; and he thought

in his hands; and, charging her\\l\lth of the prophecies and traditions of the
Mark mysterious people over whom he had

placed himseli. They had never recog-
nized him for a moment as their legiti-

friend of Augustus, when his star was | pate sovereign. It was only his own

blindness, and their temporary fear.
To think that after all his efforts and
his struggles he was still nothing more
than a usurper in their eyes! They
did not tell him so in just as many
words. But they spoke abont a new-
born King, and they paid no attention
to the sunecession that he had
already established. He was dying,
and he knew it only too well.  Thevery
| flesh was rotting on his bones. The
‘llu'l'\\n\'. of the city were filled with
hostages, who were to be put to death

| that there might be universal mourn-
l ing. He was dying without a friend,
| although he was the ruler over miilions.
,and all the
| plans that he had made so carefully for

=

| the suceossion of his son were to be set
Wb nanght. And the men W ho bronght
that disappointing to the Holy
City had actually encered into his pre:=
enco and departed withont being putto
mit, such

did he

A
old man had not lost his

y wanted to {ind ont for a

¢ whether the Child was 1 ir
Bethlehem, or not. He d d no t

belioved

excito suspicion. There was n
he sceptic aboubt him. i

word these strange men said,

oV
He called the learned from among the

hen there could be

lamo. And then, w

|
wage, when | L, G@LDMAN, A LA, PG,
|
|
|
1

4541-—TImitation Pearl.
1041 — i Torquois
imeelf 2 Was he | 1602—Brown Cocoa.
t of | 46
ish |
not the one, who had |

1700—Amethyst .
15343 —Imitation I

| No. 8—Brown Cocoa (ovalj 15 in.
’ 15

No

\
‘ Jews, and consulted with them, He
‘\\'!..lo(l to make assurance still more
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The Spirit of Christmas.
“The happy and holy season of
Christmas is almost upon us—the time
of rejoicing, the time of giving and re-
ceiving in token of love and good will,”’
says the Catholic Telegraph. *¢ While
we, ourselves, are enjoying an abund-
ance of good things, let us not forget
that there are many of God's poor
around us who are in absolute need of
even the necessities of life. Whatso-
ever we do for the least of these will be
regarded by our Divine Lord as done
for Himself. Does not Ile, the sonrce
of all our blessings, deserve some return
for His beneficence? Let us, there-
fora, enter into the spirit of this hal-

lowed soason ; let us show that we are

veally Christians; let us learn the
laxury of doing good, and we will cer-
tainly realize that it is more blessed to
give than to rececive.”
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MEDITATIONS
THE HIDDEN LIFE.

By the author of * The Voice of the
Sacred Heart.”

Price 75 cts. post paid.
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