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The kingdom of Wessex comprised 
the Southern counties of England, and 
had an area of about two-thirds the size 
of that portion of Ontario which lies 
South of the Ottawa river, the Georg- 
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in overthrowing their power 
lishing himself firmly on his throne.
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nexed to his kingdom the now thorough
ly disorganized kingdoms of Mercia and 
Northumbria ; but lie felt it to be too 
gigantic an undertaking to govern so 

territory after the desolation m- 
lïc did, however,
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tablisli tho Oratonan, or the order of 
St. Philip Nori, in England.
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of tho warrior and ruler 
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of men. This idea
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London and fortified tlie 

to London bridge,
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banks of tho Thames 
so that the piratical Danes could no 
longer enter by that way into England,
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cross, is intended to express 
thoroughly and first of all things a 
Christian, and that Christianity must 

be maintained in liis kingdom.
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King Alfred as thc pioneer of English 
greatness, and the embodiment ot oivil 
ization. In wisdom we mnv not say 

that he equalled Solom 
ho appreciated and 
count that quality < 
subjects, their absolute devotedness to 

duty.
In fact, King Alfred had a groat ideal 

burning in his heart, and he aimed to 
bring his people up to that pattern, 
both by freeing thorn from the domina
tion of rough barbarian invaders, who 
were the foes of religion and civiliza
tion, and by establishing among them a 
system of education which should bring 

them up to his ideal.
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