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MATERXALIST CONCEPTION OF HISTORY
(Continued from page 6)

eriul enough to render valugblc aid to the king
against the feudal lords, but it was xfo't a _strong
enough alliance to weaken the nob_xhty, for the
nobles vnited and imposed a new constitution on the
king. But the increasing wealth of the commercial
CgJ;,e< and the progressive impoverishment of the
nobles made it necesary to dispose of some of their
land 10 capital. As one historian, Weir, says:
“The introduction of money played a great part in
sholishing feudalism. The commercial class com-
pelled the nobility to admit them to parliament as
early as 1205, Tt found itself in a helpless minority
but 'g;lilw'l power when we saw the Barons weaken-
ed by the War of the Roses, finally leading up to the
1688 Revolution. The French Revolution presents
«ill another character. The growth of wealth and
oower of the French . bourgeoisie was too limited
.;-\_‘1 100 gradual to allow them to combat the nobil-
itv with any vigor. Therefore they made no head-
wav. although they, had a little representation two
centuries before the Revolution, until they sought
the aid of the people. Finding themselves in the
minority and recognizing they could not take de-
cided action against the nobility alone without pop-
ular support, they withdrew from parliament, de-
scended into the streets, and instigated the Revolu-
tion. a comparatively easy matter when the efiects
of the famine prevailed on account of the intolerable
methods of production, which, prevailed because the
capitalists were excluded from the political power
to organize agriculture and industrial enterprize gn
a rational basis. Therefore not only the people
joined in but the unproductive laborers of the old
regime. the priests who were now become poor and
hostile to the old property system with the agitation
of the unproductive workers of the new regime, the
paid thinkers of the capitalist class, lawyers, doctors
and men of letters ; neither the peasants or the labor-
ors led in the revolt. Historians attributed the Re-
volution to the actions of the Encyclopedists with-
out reflecting that the theories of those writers can
only be explained as the product of the times in
which they lived.”

Loria quotes an impartial writer (Buckey) who
savs: “The six years preceding the Revolution were
peculiarly shameful of the men of letters: It is
difficult to fathom the degree of infamy to which
these men who made a business of writing were will-
ing to descend. Philosophy, mathematics, drama,
romance, journalism, in fact all branches .of the
intellect were engrossed by the encyclopedia mon-
opoly. At the root of their ideas there was nothing
but vanity and wealth.” The people fought‘under
the bourgeois banner,and rendered valuable aid, but
having accomplished their ends, the overthrow of
the aristocracy, and having vanquished the court,
the bourgeoisie suddenly separated themselves from
the people and ceased to be a revolutionary party,
and began laying the foundations of their own pol-
ifical power.

Just as the English capitalists were forced to
place themselves under the dictatorship of Cromwell
in order to offer an effective resistance to the nobil-
ity, so the French bourgeoisie likewise did the same
thing under Napoleon. But just as the English
bourgeoisie turned against their own creature and
restored the king, so also did the French . restore
the monarchy because their dictators failed to reflect
the new economic conditions. The weakness of the
French bourgeoisie, which obliged them to c?ll on
the aid of the populace in the great Revolution ot
1789 continued to be apparent in the future revolts
in France. When the aristocratic government of
the Restoration became wealthy and im-olera'hlc to
capital, the capitalist class could only resist with the
people’s aid, and again for a second time the revolt
of the bourgeoisie became a popular rcvolut.:on. The
people reaped no real benefit or advantage irom the
second revolution as it resulted in raising LP“}S
Phillipe to the throne, who in the first years ol his
reign, almost realized the ideal of a government for
property. But this king, also attaining great wealth
and a division in the bourgeoisie class, transformed
himself into an absolute momarch. This act.called
forth a new sesistance:and another slliance with the
People, which resulted in the revolution of 1848,
which began in a bourgeois and ended in a socialis-
tic revolt. To shake themselves again from the al-

liance of the people and remedy their weakness, the
bourgeoisie sought resource to another Cesar, and
the second empire was established after one of the
most colosgal insurrections of the workers in the
history” of European civil warss On the side of the
Parisian proletariat stood none but itself, The bour-
geoisie had the aid of the aristocracy of finance, the
industrial bourgeoisie, the middle class, the small
trading class, the army, the slums organized as
Guards Mobile, the intellectual celebrities, the par-
son class and rural population. Over 30,000 insur-
gents were massacred and 15,000 transported with-
out trial. Again, like the former despotism, an in-
strument of the bourgeoisie, the new government
overrode their interests until once more the bour-
geoisie with the people in their alliance overthrew
the empire and acquired absolute political power
under the Republic form of government, under
which the political supremacy of property attains
the fullness of development. (The United States is
an example.)

let us summarize the revolutions and their dif-
ferent characteristics. In Germany the bourgeoisie
could not of themselves destroy the power of the
nobility and dared not accept the proferred alliance
of the people, therefore the revolution was abortive
and feudal politics was allowed to remain in a mod-
ified form

In England, on the contrary, the weakness of the
nobility and the strength of the bourgeoisie en-
abled them to possess the political power without
the aid of the proletariat, and effected essentially the
1688 Revolution.

In France the relative strength of the nobility
compelled the bourgeoisie to alliances with the pro-
letariat to obtain political supremacy, and this gave
a popular character to the French Revolution. This
had the effect of the distribution of wealth to be
more equitable in France.

The result of the Revolutions was: A semi-feudal
constitution in Germany; a capitalist state in Eng-
land; a popular regime in France 1

But capitalism is now established in all of these
countries, with their imperialisms.

Next lesson will deal with the results of the Na-
poleonic Wars. ;

PETER T. LECKIE.
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SECRETARIAL NOTES.

The Aberta elections will be held in July 18th.
Comrade Frank Williams is the 8. P. of C. candi-
date in Calgary, and Comrade Mrs. Mellard is the
S. P. of C. candidate in Edmonton: There are five
ceats in each of these towns, but the deposit neces-
sary precludes the possibility at this time of a full
Qocialist ticket. Comrade Williams is an old time
member of Calgary local of the S P. of C. He was
jour vears in Ottawa, and with Peter T. Leckie was
a member of the Trades and Labor Council there.
Comrade Mrs: Mellard has been a member of .Ed-
monton local for a number of years. Last spring,
returning to Canada from a visit to Englanfi she
and her husband were denied entry as “undesirable
Socialists.” Her entry to the Alberta parliament
lies now with the slaves of Edmonton.

Ii these comrades are elected to that house they
will be admitted to the opportunities e?.ge.rly
grasped and taken advantage of by Chasles O BFIC!’I
when he found himself there. Comrade Harring-
ton states our position on parliaments nicely when
he savs (in this issue) that we have never been so
much concerned with what our members have done
in parliament as with what they have done out of
it. That is to say—they are government paid .Soc-

*:alist educators, with travelling facilities provtfied,
enabling them to move from one end ?f the province
to the other. Our judgment of their conduct as
Sodialist members of parliament has been prompt-
ed largely by the efforts they have made to w?r‘k as
propagandists under these - favorable conditions.
O’Brien will serve as a pattern.. The |aw-|§lal:ers
of his time developed a hostile regard for his “co-
opegation” and the consideration h.e gave to t'l'\e law
as they saw it. His “Proletarian in Politics” (now
out of— print) was a speech delivered in the Alberta
Legislative Assembly, explaining to the slaves of

Alberta his mission in life. Perhaps the Alberta

elections

—

lard these opportunities to educate their fellows as
to the class nature of politics and the meaning of the
law applied to property right and slave control. To
win these seats means a wider field and opportun-
ity to do that, to fail means more propaganda and
educational effort'day in and day out wherever the
opportunity offers.

Comrades Frank Cassidy and Geo. Armstrong
(M. L. A, Manitoba, and late jail tenant) are in
Calgary. Some effort has been made to corrall Com-
Pritchard for Alberta election propaganda purposes,
but he is loose somewhere on Vancouver Island,
recuperating, and can’t be located. g
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In this issue “Geordie” presents to “Clarion” read-
ers some matter he has had “on his conscience” (to
be précise) a long time- In this issue Comrade
Stephenson makes happy and timely reference  to
the contributions of “Geordie” in “The Red Flag”
and “The Indicator” days ,and “Geordie’s” article
herein also refers back to his writings then. Com-
rade_ Stephenson’s persuasive eloquence in the
“Clarion” (October, 1918) committed “Geordie” to
a series of articles on economics to commence in the
“Clarion” of November, 1918. Mr. Important Cen-
sor put a stop to that however, but only for a time,
for the “Red Flag” and “The Indicator” later car-
ried the series over a number of issues.

Now. the substance of these remarks is that by
these veferences now made the articles are required
to be consulted, and while “The Red Flag’ ’and
“The Indicator’ "are not forgotten they are unawvail-
able. “How then?” reasons Chris—“why, let's
have a book.” Now, more than likely this will in-
cur “Geordie’s” wrath, but Chris. must be encour-

aged in his exhortations. | He’ll succeed too: He
always does.
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. We have received a cutting from the Rochester,
N-Y., “Abendost,” printed in the German language,
concerning Comrade Leckie's “Economic Causes of
War.” We suppose a translation will uncover the
usual eulogium. Comrade Mengel will translate
for us-in next issue.
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There are but three members left in Ottawa local,

yet the energetic Leckie has been for six weeks or

more conducting open-air meetings there, acting as

his own chairman. Literature sales are good. Peter
Aispenses wisdom and energy about as cheerfully as
anybody we ever heard of.
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The Prince Rupert comrades are on the streets
too. Comrade Ellis reports good meetings and
some literature spread around among the  heathen
minds. Comrades J. H. Burrough and Jack Stev-
enson are attaining soap-box fame- Here's the very
best way to develop speakers— open-air soap-
boxing. More Socialist propagandists have been
developed in that manner than in all the speaker’s
classes even conducted. (The statistics are not on
hand—this is an observant “hunch.”)
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Vancouver, true to form in the summer time; has
its out-door meetings also. Comrades O’Connor,
Farp and others may be found on Columbia or Car-
rall corners almost any night in the week. The
co-operation of comrades will help to extend the
field of activities. Comrades willing to act as chair-
men, literature sellers, etc., are needed.
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If the number on your address label is 848 your
subscription_expires with next issue..If it is less
than 848 your subscription has already expired and
we shall be cotinting the days till your dollar arrives.

We just simply hate waiting:

will give Comrades Williams and ‘Mel- 0:




