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should not cities own their Entes, letting the 
lots on long-term leases to those who wish 1 to 
build on them??

gun can kill, all true woodmen leave it 
Tested. unmo-

m: “ We have two mammals in our woods which are 
most efficiently protected and know it, but they 
are protected in very different ways,—the porcu­
pine and the skunk.

Against all enemies but

Of course it would be neces- 
THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN a*ry to have carefully worked-out provisions for

periodic adjustments of rent and renewal of lease­
holds on fair terms.
fer little or no immediate advantage on the com­
munity, because the net return from rentals

THE DOMINION.
Such a system would con- quills make a very efficientTTrmor. ^henXs- 

perately hungry some of, the large flesh-eaters will 
make a meal of a porcupine. But the meal is 
often a fatal one, as the quills are not only 
sharp-pointed, but have numerous small barbs 
so that they work in and in until a vital part 
is pierced. Thus some time after its demise the 
porcupine avenges itself.

There is a widely current popular idea that a 
porcupine can throw its quills, 
erroneous.
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would no more than pay the interest on the in­
vestment, but the prospective advantage, if the 
scheme proved practicable, should be immense, for 
all the enormous future increment in value would 
then belong to the community whose enterprise 

L published^ere AÇ^OOATB HOME MAGAZINE and effort created it. In time the increasing
It la Impartial *aTO Independent of all oUqnee and parties rentals would not only pay compound interest on 
ÿhTdtinvestment, but leave a margin out of which 
tlon, for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and might be paid police, educational and other civic

e. TraM8lOpe8UB0SCBIPTION“tolloÏÏiad“E^land, Ireland. 9erVices now met by a tax-rate levy.
to”Irtv^dn~,Ne1Ï5md^ and Ne? Zeal»nd, <l.M per year, pect is attractive but is not yet an issue of prac- 
m advance ; «2.00 per year when not paid In advance. ....... . 1
United States, $2.80 per year ; all other countries 12e. : “Cal politics, and may not he for a long time 
In advance. + „

*• ADVERTISING BATES,—Single Insertion, 28 cent» per line,
, Contract rates famished on application.
4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE la sent to enbeerlbere until 

an explicit order la received lor Its discontinuance, 
a muet be made ae required by law.
*• THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspaper» are held 

responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their 
ordered to be discontinued.

•• MB MITT AN CK 8 should be made direct to ne, either by 
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our 

* mmm „. w« 1111 °»t be responsible.Y, THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL diowe to what time your 
subscription Is paid.

•. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In 
Aver? 1 Itw the "Pull Nana and Post-çfflœ Address Must

•• WTON A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent 
.«V or .Legal Bnoulriee, $1.00 must be enclosed.

-***• LETTERS Intended lor publication should be written on 
one side ol the paper enlv.

11, CHANGE OP ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a ehange 
el ^address should give the old aa well as the new P. O.

11. WE INVITE FARMERS to write ua on any agricultural 
topic. We are always pleased to receive practical articles.
For euoh aa we consider valuable we will pay ten oenta 
y Inch printed matter. Orlticlame ol Article», Sugges­
tion» How to Improve “The Farmer’» Advocate and 
Home Magasine,’’ Deacrintlona ol New Grains. Roots or 
Vegetables not generally known. Particulars ol Expert 
■enta Tried, or Improved Methoda ol Cultivation, are 
rooh rod all welcome. Contribution» sent us must not 
he furnished other papers until niter they have appeared 
■ columns. Rejected matter will be returned 
receipt ol postage.

w isIk'

MrS»'
This is ent'irely 

The nearest that a porcupine comes 
to throwing its quills is when it presents its. 
back to an enemy and suddenly springs its tail, 
striking its opponent in the face and filling it, 
full of quills. 8

This animal makes its home in a hollow log 
or in a den among the rocks. The female has a 
pair of twins each season.

The main food of the porcupine consists 
the bark of trees, twigs and leaves.
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However, lit may some day command 

attention, and perhaps sooner than we think. of
... It has a

positive mania for salt, though this must be an 
acquired taste for it is hard to see how, under 
natural conditions, this animal could have come 
across any salt. Whenever a porcupine finds an 
old empty pork barrel or any other wooden object 
which has been in contact with salt, it returns 
to it again and again until it has chewed it all 
away. I have seen the mangers in abandoned 
■stables almost demolished by porcupines because 
of the trace of salt in them.

The derivation of the word porcupine is not, 
however, from its pining for pork or for pprk 
barrels, but from the French “pore epfin” mean­
ing "spiny pig."

only note I have heard this species utter1 
is a peculiar whining cry, which is heard usual­
ly at night.
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Nature’s Diary.
By A. B. Klugh, M. A.

Our deciduous trees are now garbed in their 
brilliant and ^beautiful autumn dress. The leaves, 
pale-green as they open in the spring, deep-green 
and affording a moat grateful shade in the 
mer, are even more glorious in their death. What 
causes the leaves to turn color in the autumn ? 
The usual answer is "frost."
correct, for many trees,turn before we have had 
any frost at all, and in some years all the trees 
show their brilliant tints before any frosts have 
occurred.

The real cause of autumn coloration is as fol- 
The leaves are the mouths and stomachs 

In the cells of the green leaf are 
bodies called chloroplasts, which contain a green 
coloring matter termed chlorophyll (from two 
Greek words meaning "leaf-green”), 
ophyll, by the aid of sunlight, turns the carbon 
derived from the air and the water taken up by 
the roots into starch, which is the food

Now at the end of the growing season the 
chlorophyll breaks down into substances which 
are yellow or red in color, 
autumn tints.
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Commission Needed for Bank 

Inspection.
"I have the best of reasons for believing that 

if bankers felt that all bank audits would be 
made on uniform, thorough and broadly intelli­
gent lines, most - of them would welcome the 
measure (for shareholders' audit) heartily, 
what will the condition be if Some audits 
made with a high degree of intelligence 
gards matters of vital importance, while others 
are made with a microscopic attention to detail, 
but perfunctory as to real essentials ?"

1 hese words are by Vere C. Brown, Superin­
tendent of Western Branches of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce. Mr. Brown describes the 
efficient method of internal inspection by means of 
which the head offices keep check on the opera­
tions of their branches, and refers to the highly 
developeld and efficiently controlled systems of 
best banks.

lows :
of the trees.
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tree.State Landlordism.
The committee appointed bV the British Gov­

ernment to investigate the land problem of Eng­
land, aa affecting the rural worker, have made 
the following recommendations :

1. A widespread system of small holdings 
cultivated by tenant occupiers holding1 thq land at 
equitable rents with security of tenure.

2. The system to be safeguarded by the estab­
lishment of land courts with judicial

8. The establishment of

and we have our

At the time that this breaking-down process
occurs the constituents of the leaf which are of 
value to the trees are withdrawn into the petiole 
(leaf-stalk) and on down into the twigs 
trunk.

and
So that when the leaf falls from the tree 

only a mass of dead and useless cells is lpst.
Frost is no more responsible for leaf-fail than 

it is for autumn coloration.

our
powers.

But," he concludes, "there may possibly be 
some exceptions, 
really effective, it would be desirable that the 
knowledge and experience gained by the auditors 
of the best-administered banks should be avail­
able to the auditors of other institutions. |How 
this could be brought about, is a question on 
which it would be premature to offer any opin­
ion. It is only to be hoped that in due course
some plan will be evolved under which the 
amendment to the Bank Act. in thlis connection 
will be made to effectively fulfill the purpose in­
tended."

wages boards to 
adjust wages according td local conditions.

4. The readjustment of hours of labor and 
more frequent holidays.

A system of land purchase financed by the 
State was rejected by the committee on various 
grounds, the chief of which was that a peasant 
proprietary must sooner or later become burdened 
with debt, and sink into the clutches of the 
money-lender.

Quite early in the 
season a layer of cork begins to form at the 
base of the petiole, and this layer gradually 
grows in until the leaf is cut off the tree, 
we get a heavy rain storm and then

and in order to make audits

If
a strong

wind in the late autumn we find that a host of 
leaves have fallen, for the slender thread which 
remains uncut at the base of the leaf is broken 
by the action of the wind 
leaves. •

the heavy, weton

The cablegrams do not indicate that the com- . I llc sheddinf? of leaves by the deciduous trees
mission considered the idea of the government t0 » climato in which

, , - _ ” unfavorable to growth occur periodicallv
purchasing land and acting the part of the land- our Canadian climate this season is, of 
lord, letting i it out in small parcels on long-term the winter, 
leases, but keeping the whole proposition on

Would not a banking commission fiLl the hill ?seasons
In

course,
It is not the cold which is the 

a Prime factor in rendering that season unfit for 
growth, but 'it is the extreme dryness, 
moisture is then in a solid condition, as ice or 
snow, and is consequently unavailable for use by 
the tree. The evergreens take a different metholj 
of meeting this season dryness. They have 
leaves which are thick, and which are protected 
by a heavy cuticle.

In autumn coloration we find that most species 
have their characteristic tints, the red maple 
scarlet, the elm yellow and so

City Growth and Cost of Living.
That the cost of living has been rising for 

many years is well known, and the cause must be 
world-wide, for the increase is world-wide as 
shown by statistics compiled by the London 
Board of Trade and just published in a volume 
of 400 pages, 
it appears that the price of foodstuffs had, in 
1912, risen 15 per cent in Great Britain and 
France, 20 per cent in Italy, 23 per cent in Hol­
land, 32 per cent in Belgium, 35 per cent in 
Austria, 38 per cent in Japan (1911), 39 per 
cent in the United States (1911), and‘51 per cent 
in Canada. Among the world-wide causes that 
have been suggested are the greater mining of 
gold, reducing its value, and the progressive with­
drawing of labor from agriculture to manufac­
ture. That the percentage of increase should 
be larger lin some of the important food-produc­
ing countries than in Great Britain, is worthy of 
note. It is especially remarkable that In Can­
ada it should he highest of all. 
assigned have been operating in the Dominion 
with full force. From being a food-exporting 
nation we have become, in some lines, food-im­
porting. While we boast of city growth, what is 
the consequence to the farm?

business basis. Such a suggestion Is probably 
the redoubtable 

Lloyd George. It would, to he sure, entail prob­
lems in administration, but whether these would 
be much more difficult than those involved in the 
establishment of Land Courts and Wages' Boards 

One greet advantage of state 
ownership would be that any further unearned in-

All
too radical as yet even for

m Taking the year 1900 as a basis

is debatable.

Some species, 
however, have quite a range of coloration, for 

‘instance the sugar maple, in which species 
trees are red, some yellow, and others display 
both these colors and intermediate shades.

We have in Eastern Canada the finest display 
of autumn tints to be found anywhere in the 
world, and at this season of the year we enjoy 
this glorious exhibit to the utmost.

In our ramilles in the woods we frequently 
come across a heavy, lumbering animal, and our 
behavior towards it marks us at once as a true 
woodsman or as a greenhorn, 
leave it to contlinue its ponderous way in peace ; 
if the latter we kilt it. 
is the porcupine, and as it is the only animal 
found in our woods which a lost man without a

on.
crement in the value of the land would accrue to 
the public Instead of to the individual. 'With the 
Increasingly dense population of the world and 
with the settlement of the great areas of hither­
to unoccupied land in America and Africa, land 
values the world over are likely to greatly in­
crease. And why should the increase not belong 
to the people as a whole ? There are many 
arguments in favor of land being owned by those 
who use it, hut if, as in Britain, tne land is to 
be largely worked by tenants anyway, why not 
let the state become the landlord, advanced 
reasoners 'inquire ? And why, they also urge,

some

The causes
If the former we

1
* The animal referred to
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