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correspondents with regard to the purchase and years. .... . . schemes propounded, in behalf of the farm boys of
use of commercial fertilisers, and we are pleased to Again, many soils—even upland soils—are found Ontario, looking towards the accomplishment of
note in this not only a desire on the part of our to be more or less acid, and many more to be defi- this end. We are all pleased when we think that - ,

- farmers to bring up the yields of their fields, tot cient |n lime. To gain a knowledge of a soil in the boys of this fair Province are largely in theway 
an improved condition of their finances. A profit- these respects, place a handful of soil in a tumbler of greater privileges and larger opportunities than 
able employment of these necessarily somewhat aQ(j cover it with water; after stirring, allow the were possible to the present generation of men who 
expensive forms of plant food can only follow; a to settle, and first try the soil solution or ex- were the boys of a quarter century ago. The extent 
knowledge of their composition and of the special tract for sourness by placing in it for a few minutes to which the boys of to-day are making use of these 
requirements of our various farm crops, and we a ,m,n piece of blue litmus paper. If, on with- open doors to broader lives and greater usefulness 
shall always be most pleased to furnish all possible drawinR the paper, it is seen to have been turned is a matter beyond our control. Ontario’s educa- 
information on these points. red, the soil is sour. Such a soil will be benefited tional system is the admiration of the mighty nation

There are, however, one or two facts that have b Mme or wood ashes. Whatever may be the re- to the south ; in point of completeness and sound- 
been forced home upon the writer in connection 8^jt of tbe litmus test now add to the soil in the ness through the whole series, from rural school to 
with the enquiries referred to that it may be well tumbler a teaspoonful of strong vinegar. If there university. There are some lines along which Ca
to draw attention to in the columns of the Advo- ^ but traces of an effervescence, the soil is poor nadians, well content as they are with their machin- 
catb. They have been learned from the examina- -n limfL yo,,,. soils and those proved deficient in wry of education, must be willing to be taught by 
tion (chemical and physical) of many samples of lime wm found to have their productiveness in- the live citiaens of tfie republic, 
soils that accompanied the requests. Most of these creaeed by &n application of 20 to 40 bushels of lime While it is true that Canada’s institutions of 
are examples of “worn" or partially-exhausted every fourth or fifth year. Wood ashes would be higher learni^f in the arts and sciences have opened 
soils, soils that have been repeatedly cropped with- 8tjjj better, for they supply potash and phosphoric wjcte their deers to the women of the land, who 
out any adequate return of plant food having been in addition to lime. wish to stand en the same professional plane as their
made, and which, for themostpar^showa defl- ^ bare outline of how the brothers, it is alee true that there wnot in the
ciency in humus (partially decomposed organic we nave y g knowledge of his soil’s whole Dominion a single school or college offeringmatter), and, as a consequence, exhiWta very poor and^how they may be cheaplylmpplied ; the such a course of study and training as would tend
mechanical condition. Such soils falljnto two of the ChwSfcal Kvision of to fit the farmers’daughtewof tcniay to be the farm-
great classes, or, rather, are represented by _ two «„iîüFL-m a tor the Dost few years will ers’ wives par exreUenoe of tomorrow. The quee-
great types : the hard, compact, refractoryclays, . J*6.. -,b fuber details. Our object has tion is far from being one of narrow individual
and the >ht, loose, porous sands. Of course, it is fl^tto^ad the farmer toVcIoeer opinion. Smile sTw? may at the monocled and
not to bel understood that all the samples srotin for been twofol . t, remiirements. and second- .bifurcated specimens of femininity which occasion- 
examination are either the one or^the °the*" to assure him that th^use of commercial ferti- ally loom up, we conclude, after mature delibera-
these extremes. No two soils are exactly similar, to assure^nim * ,d witb profit when applied tion, that they are not typical of the genus Neto 
either in texture or composition, but we mayadopt ^““i^hat «Tin good mechamcal condition and Woman. She, in her best type, is a stable institu-

the value of our suggestions. sire to secure a greater share of the
Now, in the first place, without world’s knowledge, that they may

minimising in the least degree the be the better fitted to be the intel-
value commercial fertilisers, we ligent companions of modern
do not say on

as are here referred to these is now several years since the
concentrated forms plant nour- subject of co-education at the On-
ishment cannot give their best re- tario Agricultural College was
turns. Chemical fertilisers, for the broached ; much comment, favor-
most part, present plant food able and otherwise, has been offered
in soluble and, therefore, immedi- upon it. The pre-eminent position
ately soluble forms, couse- which the institution holds
quently, to be used to advantage, the schools
must tie applied to soils possessing beyond question Her
good tilth : that is, to those which is admirable, her staff le composed

the seed a comfortable, men who work with an eye
warm, moist and aerated bed in single to the
which to germinate, and the plant interests, halls
a suitable medium which to de- have never yet been enlivened by
velop its root system. Neither Mr the joyous the coed.
the two classes of soil above re- ‘ A brief acquaintance with the
ferred to do this. It therefore working of the Woman’s Denart-
behooves the intelligent farmer to ikpobted southdown sbiakuno RAM and imported ., ment of the Michigan State College
employ such means as are in his bhbakuno rwrs. confirms me in the belief that the
power to ameliorate and improve «rst-mtae nen at Royal Show, England, 1886, and eww flret at Toronto, ixmdon. Woman’s Course, as here outlined
his soils so as to bring them into a one ot fir8t prtie ^ andoitawi 188». and followed, is a splendid thing,
condition more favorable for crop owned by w. <t o. telfbr, sprinofibld farm, paris, ont. It aims to offer to young women
growth before making any exten- I the same opportunities as are with-
sive outlay for fertilizers. More in the reach of young men. It
attention must be paid to cultural n;... onO Miles extends over a period of four college years of three

' methods, not only as a means of liberating inert or Wheat from "68C6 Hiver» <UU JRlies terms each. President Snyder has summarised it 
locked-up food in the soils, but for bringing about North of Edmonton. as follows; "It affords an opportunity to acquire a
good tilth ; and, further, we would emphasize the farmer’s Advocate: thorough knowledge of English, mathematic*, hie-
great desirability of a rational rotation of crops, _ .l; e-ii tory, literature, French, German, botony, chemis-one in which clover or some other legume finds a When I came out from Peace Rïver thw lastf ^ *rv entomology, natural philosophy; but the dis
place at least once every fourth or fifth year. I brought with me some same samples °fgr> , h| feafore of the course ta uie emphasis it

Draining, plowing, harrowing, cultivating are which f showed[here HuWeh^offlce, EÏmon- {“f^KSSktog. There is given, in Addition
all means towards “ fining,” mellowing, a soil ; ton. I am sendmgyou . jP. 8bF!L The to other studies, In the freshman year, a very full
towards making it retentive of moisture, air and which I trust may wrive in . ogth^and I course in cooking. Hie object of this instruction is
warmth ; and, further, though this fact is often lost samples gathered gu not to familiarise students with the most healthful, at-
Sht of, are Agenciee’that indirectly supply much agHted^ears not override, so tractive, and at the same time eronomical methods
Dlant food. To explain all this fully would require shell more than need be. I g f p^pg^ng such articles of food as are found onseveratorticles. dur purpose at posent is simply 7 »o to M vou T a weU^DDointed table. A course of lectures in Do-
to point out the importance of soil culture, as well more to go to reacn you.
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to ^int out the importance of soft culture, as well more to go ^XV^ênes on my f»^m mystic ëcftcnce^s given during the

ponds as much upon its condition as upon its height I am 5 foot 9è inches. g P1*1?..“^ëj^tivï^duriS thflSSorySw.
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latter. On the other hand, a grayish, compact, hard nf tbe far-awav region to the growth and prosperity .1 «..-iniilliir#» fruit culture kitchen gar-clay that puddles when wet, and a light-colored, $ llmS e^ervtoing that is £own or raiU in the offered ^ &^t^fni^tore^ncnen^ 
loose sand, lacking cohesiveness, are soils usually counts For little or nothing with those denmg, millinery, jnvahd roo g. ^
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qua te. to keep the acreage of land cultivated in good strued into a mail ^n^eartiSvavaU d ^ womeMt^is year about a hundred) cannot but have
heart. Recourse must then be had to green ma- ^'nhR^ thTtea RJUwken-ck. rrofininga/deïevating influence. The tendency 
nures, and of such there is none so valuable as Peace River, Athabas . The with TOen students is to overlook many of the little
clover. As is now well known, this plant not [The samples arrived m capital shape. me
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