which we are passsing every means should be employed

i that will lighten and more evenly distribute the burdens
! the people are bearing in the common cause.
3 Middlesex Co., Ontario. ALPHA.

Advice and Prejudice.

EDITOR *“ THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE"':

The farmer is a much-advised man. If one were to
sit down and think over the subjects submitted to his
intelligence as being worthy of his earnest attention for
his own good, the session would be a lengthy one, and
there would be need for a soft-cushioned chair. He
couldn’t do it, for instance, ‘‘while the horses are eating
their oats.” Incidentally, farmers themselves are not

above giving advice upon occasion. Some of our best
friends have staggered us occasionally by tossing off
suggestions of things that could be done “while the horses
are eating their oats.” Either their approval of our
speed of action was altogether too high, or the speed at
which'eur horses would eat their oats was entirely under-
estimated. ‘It will possibly be of interest to select a
few items of advice from different sources and make re-
marks about them. Here's one for instance about
swine. It is taken from Prof. C. E. Day's address at
the Ottawa Winter Fair and printed in the Annual Re-
port of the Live Stocl;: Branch of the ()nta_rio Dep't. of
Agriculture, 1916, which, by the way, has just been re-
ceived. ‘‘Prevailing market conditions in Canada, and
1 the general scarcity of hogs of all kinds, have rendered
i\ it difficult for packers to discriminate in price in favor
g of the bacon hog, even though they might desire to do
so. . . . Undoubtedly, if hogs in sufficient numbers
to bring about an export trade of any considerable
magnitude are produced on the farms of this country,
export bacon hogs will command a premium.” Now,
here comes the advice. Anybody who has had occasion
to ask Prof. Day for advice knows that he is sincere and
has the best interests of Canadian farmers at heart, and
we must bear this in mind as we read what he said:
“The bringing about of this desirable state of affairs
can be greatly facilitated by the farmers themselves if
) they will take hold of the matter in an unprejudiced
and business-like manner. as recommended in the para-
graph which follows.

“‘Co-operation.—Perhaps the greatest drawback to
the live-stock industry of Canada at the present time
1 is the tendency on the part of our farmers to wish to
get something different from the stock owned by their
neighbors. This tendency to want somet hing different
means that there is no uniformity in the hogs going to
market from a certain district. Surely no man is so
wrapped up in any breed that he loses sight of the fact
that, after all, the main object in keeping hogs is to in-
crease our profits from the farm. Think for moment
what it would mean if all the hogs going to market
from a certain district were of the same type and color,
If this were accomplished farmers could market their
own hogs and secure the highest market price for them.
At present we find from one district all colors and types
of hogs in a car load, and there can bhe only one result,
an unsatisfactory price.

“Co-operation on the part of farmers,
and marketing their swine, would make the paving
for hogs according to quality immensely more simple
i | than it is at present, and 1 believe that packers will he
found quite willing to meet the farmers jn 1 Spirit ol
I fairness upon a proposition of this kind When all s
therefore, farmers have it in their power
to practically: compel discrimination in price m Livor of
the bacon hog if they will go about the
4 1 combined and business-like nanner.”

e

il 3 W i . s S

in breeding

said and done,

matter n g

] This is how Prof. Day sums up the farmers talure
J with regard to the marketing of their swine. He savs

in effect that if Canadian farmers were not prejudiced,
1 unbusiness-like individuals they would do better for
themselves and for the country, and he is right. [t js
plain talk, but that's what we need to-dayv. The reason
that farmers won't co-operate is that they are pr cjudiced,
and one of the indications that they arc unbusiness.
like is that they won't co-operate.  This looks very
much as though if we could get rid of prejudice we could
make a business-like combination of our class which
would be hard to beat.  But let us look into this advice
of Prof. Day’s more closely. It is given with the sincere
belief that it would benefit the farmer. But how would
it benefit the farmer? Every farmer to-day tries his
level best to produce good type, smooth, well-finished
hogs because he knows they feteh the highest price, but in
every litter the individuals are not always alike:

even
when mating has been carefully considered, and the
farmer has taken his sows a long distance to breed them

soas to get bacon-type hogs, there man be some st ubbier
than others, and possibly there will be 4 runt. - The
ones that are good doers will bring him more money as
it 1s, because it is in them to do it whet her they are
black, white or red, and all the co operation in the worl(
wouldn’t make the good ones any better nor qhe PooT
ones either for that matter I'he onhy thing that could

be made nntform would be the color [l 1dea that the

co-operation ol unprejudiced farmers in g4

mness ke

way would necessavily produce unifornins in Y
type of every hog raised in the disiricr nd thar there
wouldn't he any but high-grade, top-norchor g
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would have to make two trips instead of one, and he
would have to keep the hogs he knew were to be dis-
criminated against in price till such time as the district
was ready to ship a carload of poor quality hogs. Isn't
it better for the farmer to clean up his shipment on one

Why Keep the Boys on the Farm?
EbpITOR “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE"':

The increasing cost of farm produce, and the scarcity
of foodstuffs has brought us up against some problems,
day if he needs to, either to save time or feed or what  One is how is this old world going to be fed? Some one
not at the best price he can get? It seems to us as has suggested the Chinese plan—a population forced to
though Prof. Day’s suggestion would be more in favor subsist on a vegetable diet, and we may be coming to that,
of the packers than of the farmers, because they would The so-called “High cost of living”, is one that was
be saved the trouble of grading at their end of the line. attracting considerable attention before the war, and
We must admit, however, that even apart from hogs or the slogan, “Back to the land,” was becoming quite
profits it would be an inestimable boon if we could get fashionable; whole volumes have been written on the
rid of prejudice, if we could co-operate, and if we could subject by our city friends. Yet have we seen any
be business-like. It would be interesting to try out stampede of city-born people to the farms? Instead
Prof. Day’s theory and to try it out honestly. It might  we see a steady movement of good citizens off the farms
be the beginning of getting rid of some of our prejudice, to the cities and the farms are left desolate, sold to
and it would mean that we would find out the benefits lumbermen or speculators or deserted as the case may
of co-operation and being business-like. be. We also hear considerable about how to keep the
Now we will look at another piece of advice. This boys on the farm and most of what we hear is arrant
time it is given by the Farmer's Advocate. Now, any- nonsense. The boys on the farm must be educated,
body who has taken the Farmer’s Advocate, even if he and they must be allowed to fill their proper place in
has only done so “for the women folks,” knows very the nation, wherever that place may be. Our educational
well by reading every page of it himself, even to the system will some day be framed and improved so that
advertisements before “‘the women folks’ get a chance not only our boys but our girls will get a good education
at it—that this magazine wouldn’t under any circum- and practical help and encouragement that will assist
stances knowingly give a farmer a wrong tip. Page them to decide what profession or what position in life
2042, column 1, paragraph 1. We read: “The side of they are likely to succeed in when the inclination as well
bacon must be such that it will cure into something ac-  as the ability of the boy will be taken into consideration.
ceptable to the trade, and whether it comes from a  When that time comes we hope there will be fewer men
black, white or red pig is a secondary matter. A good who make a failure of life. We all agree that the farmer's
deal of this breed controversy is piffle, and if the average son is more likely to succeed on the farm than his city
breeder would make his choice, and then be as much of cousin. But if nature meant the farmer's son for a
a stickler for strain and type as he generally is for breed statesman or a lawyer or an engineer surely that is his
he is pretty sure to make a success. - . Select place.
your breed and allow your personal likings to be grati- Agriculture, the most essential vocatjon in the world
fied to a considerable extent. The most suc- is the one that brings the smallest remuneration, and
cessful breeders cannot see anything attractive about that is the reason so many farms are vacant to-day—the
animals which do not belong to the particular kind reason our boys prefer city life. The government is
with which they work. They are wrapt up in their Wwasting millions on what they call a campaign ““To
breed, so to speak, and are more successful on account educate the farmer’. They have accomplished nothing
of their admiration for it. Have a high standard or because they have begun at the wrong end.
ideal and make your herd of whatever breed you choose The farmer asks for nothing but a fair deal. He is
attain to it.” willing to do his share but he is struggling under burdens
l_lcre we have an entirely different direct ion for the grievous to be borne. Education is-a good thing but
attainment of success. For farmers who cannot rise 1t must be a “‘balanced ration’. And most of the stuff
above prej\udice it is excellent. \We are not all con- dealt out to the farmers is conflicting and mmr;ldictory
stituted alike, and the Farmer's Advocate is for all impractical,and in manv cases insulting.—When farming
This advice, it 1s plainly stated, is for the average breeder. as an industry pays half as well as l;mking cement, or
Some men are not content to be classed among the paint or munitions or automobiles we will have farmers
average breeders, they would like to be a little bit aplenty.
above the average. If the government would give farmers cheaper farm
If in a district there are a few farmers desirous of machinery, cheaper autos, better roads and better
trying out Prof. Day’s theory it would be necessary, educational advantages for their children it would help
if they are to h;n'c;m,\' success,to win over to their way more than all the “hot air’ that is being poured out in
of thinking some of those farmers who “cannot sec any- the name of education. The farmer certainly needs an
thing attractive about animals which do not . all-round education, also a knowledge of human nature
to th(‘_p;lrti\«:ul\lr kind with which they work."” of domestic animals, of plants, \‘\Ovrl\‘_ birds, weeds.
It is difficult to get the average farmer who has insects, etc., ete. IHe must have business :1hi’Iit\' ;‘m‘(i
|>p(fn”l|\wl to certain methods and certain breeds all  experience. He must be a hustler and have a’ large
_In\ life In}hdng(- them, and the only way to do it 1s, measure of good sound commonsense.  He must have
in a (}l\(,‘.llkl‘ this, to m’r:\’lflv good sires of the type and  capital, and he must be willing to work from fifteen to
;‘::l“ir;(thlwl‘]:(kl':';l on and try to induce the prejuc ,\\n‘\(:nu-vn_Vh_n'ln' l“tr, day. Is it 11-.{\'»11‘11{[:‘ for him to
. expect fair remuneration for his work ? For the farmer
must get a respectable livelihood for himself and his
family, and his children must be educated. Even if
“The country skies are alwave blue”, and the birds sing
ever so sweetly, “And food s to be tound in stones”

belong

1 liced farmers
In fact, it would pay for those interested
in getiing one type and color in a4 district to club to-
gether and offer prizes for the best litters sirec
chosen hogs.  Manv men will work for
who cannot see anvthing in furthering a
will bhenefit

I by their
a definite prize
scheme which

others as well as themselves,  The idea and “sermons in blades of orass.”
I|1.1_1 others, and especially certain individuals, were to I'he farmer is being urged to produce, “ves produce
flru\'v and benefit from their actions would kill the pro- ceven at a loss” as his patriotic duty.,  No t'n{”;[ 1|‘ul>
jeet at onee [he younger generation is happilv grow-  farmer will do hix bhest but he s Uready workine to the
me up with fewer of these prejudices, they o, neasy. - limit of his strength and can onlyv increase »1'(»?1(1(1'0!(1
1ny up to l|u' \?‘A!M|~|Iv| ol men \1!1]1 as 1'11 country i? 'H‘ Sels I]Il' Ii‘\\lll l{ilnl of 'll’l[)‘ “ \'\l“(‘lnl l(ll()‘li
needs, .n:vql arce not so afraid that there is g Unigger in o available wonders can be done, but the farmer ‘h l' 5
1|4«‘.I(-Il(v ' \\llrn_ new schemes are proposed.  Thev are time 1o waste with the novi \'T Again, the far \ .
willing 1o examine and take o chance at testing out  asked to raise hogs—more hogs Can ‘Iu‘ m l" -”l“-! L\I\
plans that come from cood, reliable sources, and it s wichout straw? o l e
1o the men ot to-morrow that we look to really ""\“I”l‘ The farmer’s wife is being told to save, to eco e
Canadian farming and bring it into line with manufac- et me assure you she \\'i“:;l\'c. e h e b

as . : . She has had a life-
long training in cconomy.  She is master of the art

No foodstuffs go to waste on the farm. \Vhat the family
does not eat goes to feed the chickens or those much
needed hogs.  But let me Suggest someone else must
be found to feed those hogs.” The farmer's wife is a

busy woman and must not neglect her children to feed
hogs.

Compton Co., Quebec.

turing and transportation, and the other
which at present govern the country.

There are some men among us who are whining be-
cause the farmers are ignored by the powers Ih«ll\ be
There are others who loudly declaim that we, as a <'l.1>,\.
possess more knowledge and ability for clear Ihinkinq‘
than could be found in the cities, and want to see farm-
ers in control of the destiny of Canada at once, There
are those who look on District Representatives and the
work of the departments of agriculture as worse than
useless.  These are not constructive advisers. They
arc the men of vesterday, the Rip Van Winkles who

have just waked up to find the world has changed and

influences

A FARMER’s \WIFE.

Public Opinion.

EDiTor “THE FARMER'S ADVocATE:

15 sull changing.  They cannot catch up but they make The elections are over., Some are pleased and som
a noise and shout to those in front to look out or they  are displeased, but it is the duty of all oth heoe
will run over them. . )

whether things
10 make the very
(m\"vrnmenls are

. In the lll(\lntlixm‘ the yvoung men have turned out to their ]ikillg or not
see clearly that whining and grou hing will do no good. -best of the situation as it exists.

They know that farmers must so act that they will very much what the people malke tiwm—ﬂ N ori
Inspive enoupl (.”““(]"”“: i the minds of ' to an clection but alterwards.  Even the . Uni\ priar
at large that l‘llr\' \\_xll be mvited to assist and shameless politician is susceptible m( “lnl):\t V‘Lqrr_upt
of lhmmnm-\_\ \]‘-\Hn\:, until at last farmer while those who would do P i n*n«lpil}\)]“ up‘lnu)n,
represented side by it they have no support from the Iu«.,,,lt\lu ]";H\“‘?frlwg
while the clections are over, and the tli(*.i\’ (q‘ft”v‘(t)nf'\
sull true that evervihing ljes open before ys. A " '7
government can do little harm to an alert 1,“',“;\\‘ . ~ht(l
clectorate, determined to protect their ’(.\\»“ ,'”‘(t.),l:\l::.
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