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‘Senate Appointments --- A

Lost Opportunity

T IS to be regretted that the proposal of
I Mr. A. K. Maclean, that no further ap-
pointmeuts to the Senate be made until after
the general election, was treated as a party
matter, and disposed of accordingly, when the
subject was discussed in the House of (‘om-
mons at Ottawa last week. Thé proposal de-
served a better fate. There was merit in the
snggv's!ion of Dr. Michael Clarke that the
matter be reserved for further consideration
on the return of the Prime Minister from Kng-
land. This reasonable course has been adopt-
ed in the case of a motion by Dr. Pugsley. that
inasmuch as the Provincial electoral lists arve
made the basis of the Dominion lists, it is ex-
pedient to provide that in any Province which
grants the Provineial franchise to women, the
women shall have the right to vote at the Do-
minion elections also. Instead of hastening to
a decision on this important question the Gov-
ernment asked Dr. Pugsley to let the motion
stand until the Premier returns, and this has
Dr. (larke’s suggestion that
a similar course be taken in the case of the

been agreed to.

motion concerning Senate appointments was
not aceepted. The fair presumption, of course,
is that the Premier had already discussed the
subject with his colleagues and that it had
been decided to adheve to the policy of mak-
ing party appointments to the Senate.

Apart from other considerations, the pro-
posal that is likely to be made for a further
extension of the term of
have been much strengthened by the manifest-

Yarliament  would

ation on this occasion of a willingness on the
part of the Government to make less use of
the extension as a means of exercising party
patronage. Tt may be too late now for the crea-
tion of anything like the ‘“National Govern-
ment "’ that some people have been advocating.
But it need not have been too late to exhibit
a determination to exercise power in a na-
tional rather than a partisan spirit)  Mr.
Meighen, speaking for the Giovernment, said
the appointments to the Senate were not to be
regarded as matters of patronage, but were
on the same footing as the appointment of
judges. Even judicial appointments are not
commonly supposed to be entirely free from
party connection. Mr. Meighen's effort to
present Senatorial appointments as anything
other than the exercise of party patronage will
provoke smiles from all who have had any-
thing to do with the filling of vacancies in the
Upper House. - Dr. Clarke put the matter very
mildly when he said, ‘‘there is a distincet sus-
picion that the appointments to the Senate are
generally political.”” In some cases, though not
in all—for there are some courts which have
little to do—it might be shown that delay in
filling a vacancy on the Bench would prevent

the prompt administration of justice. But .no-
body will seriously claim that any public in-
terest would suffer from delay in filling any
vacancy in the Senate. In any list of the un-
empleyed in (‘anada, the Senate would have
the first place. That I1louse meets occasion-
ally, only to carry motions for long ad-
journments. Is it not much more import-
ant to fill places in the people’s chamber
—the House of (‘ommons—when they become
vacant? The whole spirit of the constitution
requires that the Commons shall at all times
represent the people of every section of the
country. Yet, though many vacancies have oc-
curred and hundreds of thousands of the elec-
tors of Canada, in the distriets as they have
hitherto been established, are now entirely un-
represented in the House, no step is taken to
hold bye-elections. Under a Redistribution Act
passed several vears ago there is now overdue
to the Western Provinces a much larger repre-
sentation than is accorded to them. Yet no
move has hien made to give effect to this very
important enactment. In all these matters, so
vitally affecting the representation of the peo-
ple, the war situation is pleaded l(Tﬁlstl}vth('
denial to the eleetors of their right of repre-
sentation. But when it conies to the question
of appointinents to the Senate, where no pub-
lic interest requires the filling of vacancies,™
party power is used and party patronage ex-
ercised. s

[n this matter of the Senate appointments the
Government had an opportunity to show that
thev did not desire to make a party use of
the extension already granted to them. If
they had manifested that patriotic spirit they
would have given strength to the position of
those who have been disposed to grant a furth-
er extension rather than have the turmoil of a
general election.  The Government. unfor-
tunately, have not availed themselves of  the
opportunity opened to them by this situation.
They have, by c¢linging to their patronage,
given a strong argument to those who are de-
claring agaiust any further extension.

- Shipbuilding Prospects

HE war has brought about conditions

which make for the successful undertak-
ing of some lines of industrial activity in which
in former days the obstacles seemed to be al-
most insurmountable.  There is every pros-
pect that shipbuilding operations may be
hereafter carried on quite extensively in vari-
ous parts of (‘anada. Half a century ago, and
some vears afterwards, wooden shipbuilding
was a prosperous industry in the Eastern Pro-
vinces. The facilities offered for that class
of industry had attracted the attention of the
earlier setilers.  As far back as 1785 the Legis-
lature of Nova Scotia passed an Act for the, en-
couragement of shipbuilding, the main feature
of which was the granting of a bounty of ten
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