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There are beautiful ciboriums resplendent with jewels 

and precious stones and we can easily understand their 
magnificence. Moreover, is it not proper, that the ci
borium which is nearly always in contact with the God 
of the Eucharist it encloses should cede in nothing to the 
chalice wherein is accomplished the mystery of changing 
the wine into the blood of Our Lord, but only contains 
Jesus Christ a moment, yet which is often of marvellous 
splendor.

We have great respect for the Santa Casa, the house 
of the Blessed Virgin, at Loretto, in Italy. This 
humble little house the scene of many pilgrimages, 
through the munificence of Popes and laymen is now en
closed in a great Basilica, and all this because it was in
habited by the Blessed Virgin and the child Jesus ; be
cause in it we see the mqdest hearth where the Virgin 
Mother cooked the food for the Holy Family, the vases 
in which she served this food to the Child Jesus. Those 
vases have been incrusted with gold and justly so for 
they are worthy of veneration. But the Ciborium that 
contains Jesus Christ Himself, that is continually in con
tact with Him is, seems to me, still more worthy of our 
homage and veneration.

Is it not the real home of God, of God who opens 
heaven for us.
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Joseph having taken the child and his mother started 
for Egypt. St. Math. 11-14.

The Infant Jesus is scarcely born, and he is persecuted, 
he could avoid death, without exposing himself to the 
hardship of flight, he could by a single breath annihilate 
the persecutor ; but it is the hour of humiliations, he 
accepts all, We will treat this subject more fully in an 
other number. From to day on, however let us learn by 
this mystery, to obey the orders of God.

(Set frontispiece.)


