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MEN WHO MAKE No. 1 HARD
Being first hand experiences of the men who own 
and operate threshing outfits In Western Canada

Good as to Costs.
In 1910 I did not do any thresh­

ing, but in 1909 I put in time 
enough for two seasons. In that 
year we started out with a 26 
horse power Sawyer - Massey 
tandem compound engine and a 
36 x 60 Great West separator.

Owing to scarcity of labor, we 
could not engage a full crew till 
the season was well advanced, 
but we aimed to have eight stook 
teams and four pitchers in the 
field and no spike pitchers. We 
also hired a fireman and separator 
man, while I ran the engine and 
my partner acted as boss and 
made himself useful where ever 
he was needed.

We were out 68 days and had 
no breakdowns .except that we 
lost a key out of the steering 
gear and lost about two hours 
getting another made. Our 
total repairs cost $6.50 for the 
season.

In the 68 days, we threshed 74,- 
800 bushels of wheat at 7 cents 
and 20,390 bushels of oats at 5 
cents, all from stook. Our wages 
paid were $2.50 to pitchers, $4.50 
to teams, while our fireman and 
separator man got $2.75 and $4.00 
respectively. I have no account 
of the exact amount of wages 
paid, but it will be readily seen 
that, even had we a full crew all 
the time, there was a nice balance 
on the right side. We estimated 
our profits as $1800.00 after all 
expenses were paid, except $900 
and interest to the machine com­
pany, which left us a clear gain of 
over $800.

You will say this is small con­
sidering the amount of work 
done, but when one takes into 
account all the little things, in­
cluding insurance, interest on 
cost of machine, wagons, tanks, 
caboose, etc., these go a long 
way toward eating up the profits.

Now, 1909 was an unusually 
good year for threshing. We 
threshed wheat that yielded 35 
bushels per acre and oats that 
went 100. Of course, this was 
the very best we had.

Our outfit gave us entire satis­
faction. We could make a good 
clean job without wasting grain, 
and never had any trouble with 
either end of it.

We placed our men and teams 
so that everyone knew his place, 
and if he was not in his place we 
would tell him. So we never had 
any delays in cleaning up or mov­
ing the outfit, which, by the way, 
is exceedingly handy to move.

Now, I might say for the 
benefit of those contemplating 
the purchase of a threshing out­
fit, go slow and do not believe 
quite all you hear about the 
money in threshing. And unless 
you have quite a large acreage 
of crop yourself, I would not ad­
vise vou to make a business of 
threshing unless you have some 
other use for your engine be­

tween threshing seasons. Thei e 
is too much money tied up in it 
to have it lying idle say ten 
months out of twelve.

I have threshed since the days 
of the old horse power rigs, 
where the thresher got $10.00 a 
day for his rig and two men, up 
to the present, and for one man 
that made money threshing, there 
were five or six who did not. I 
believe, however, that when a man 
has plowing or other work for 
his engine and he runs his busi­
ness on a business basis, there is 
money and plenty of it in an out­
fit, but threshing alone, never.

I have in mind one man who, 
last season plowed 1200 acres of 
prairie sod at a cost of $2.50 per 
acre, and for which he received 
from $3.50 to $4.00, . and last 
season was very short for plow­
ing.

I plowed for a few days my­
self, with a 26 horse power Saw- 
yer-Massey engine, and could 
make fifteen acres per day at a 
cost of $25.00 for coal, wages, oil, 
etc.

Trusting I have not worried 
you too much with this rambling 
account of myself, and wishing 
you and the Thresherman every 
success, I remain,

Yours respectfully,
J. N. Dibble,

Marquis, Sask.

Each Man to His Place.
I am a traction engineer, and 

have had quite a bit of experi­
ence, both plowing and threshing. 
Now, there are four things which 
are absolutely essential to success 
which every thresherman needs, 
and they are: First, the ability to 
handle a crew of men ; second, 
experience in handling threshing 
machinery ; third, a good outfit ; 
and fourth, the best engineer he 
can obtain.

I have put the men first, be­
cause they are the wage earners, 
and therfore need the first con­
sideration. Most people know 
that threshing is a monotonous 
job, especially towards the end of 
the season. Therefore, if you 
have a good crew hang on to 
them by making them comfort­
able. How? you ask. Let me 
tell you. Every man likes to sit 
in a nice warm room on a cold 
night, or sit and smoke and tell 
each other yarns of some place 
over the stove. So begin by 
building a sleeping caboose that 
is waterproof, draftproof, put a 
window in it, put a door that fits 
well on it, double floor the bot­
tom bunks, and put a stove in it 
when the cold weather comes, 
and so on. But whatever you do, 
let the men see that you are con­
sidering their comfort. Then 
finish by having a definite agree­
ment with them as to their wages, 
and pay them to the cent when 
settling time comes. If the 
thresherman does this he won’t

THE STANDARD BABBITT OP THE WORLD

MAGNOLIA METAL
GIVES SATISFACTION

Where all other Bearing Metals Fail 
Lowest Co-Efficient of Friction of any known Metal 

Saves Oil, Fuel, Power and Re babbitting.
We carry in stock Magnolia and a full line of other Babbitts.

THE GENERAL SUPPLY CO., OF CANADA.

In the Use of Your Traction Engine
for Threshing, Shredding, Shelling, Road Grading, or any 
other of the hundred uses to which your traction engine may 
be put, do not overlook the fact that
Your Engine Can be Bettered from

18 to 30 Per Cent, by the Use of a

GOULD BALANCE VALVE
We furnish the proof. Write us for catalog and guarantee.

GEO. WHITE « SONS. LTD.. LONDON, ONT.

Gould Balance Valve Company, Kellogg, Iowa, U.S.A.

A MADIS0N-KIPP Pays for Itself
IN LESS THAN TWO MONTHS

I One of our customers recently wrote us that 
he had saved oil enough with a MADISON-KIPP 
OIL PUMP to pay for it in 48 days. Oil costs 
money. What you want is a pump that will use as 
little as possible and yet keep your cylinders lubri-

THE JMADISON IIPP IS A POSITIVE FEED PUMP
It always works. It makes no difference whether 

the temperature is 30 degrees below or 100 degrees 
above, and it “ Saves Your Oil Bill.” Over 50,000 in 
use, and as many thousands of satisfied usee.

Write for prices on a pump for gas tractors with 
all fittings, attachments, etc., necessary to readily and 
easily attach to the engine in the field.

THE MAYTAG CO.. LIMITED
Sole Agents for Canada WINNIPEG. Man.

Manulactured by MADISON DPP LUBRICATOR 00., Madison, Wli.
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Loss Friction 

Lose Wear 
Lose Attention 

Less Expense 
Longer Service 
Greeter Efficiency

One day lost costs
you more than a new Pickering Governor.

Patent Ball Ranger Speed Changer Supplied 
on all Genuine Pickering Governors.

If you have Governor troubles write

The Pickering Governor Co.
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