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Joy in God’s word, persecution or affliction, because
“of it, will » .ke me cling to it the closer. Perse-
cution, in such a case, would merely come to rob
me of my treasure. But if the word has never
separated me from myself, by the gift of a new
eternal life in Christ, then if trouble comes for the
word, I shall give it up to keep myself—my life,
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‘THIS WONDROUS MAN.
Self-emptying obedience, subjection of a kind *
quite its own, is, therefore, to be seen in every
stage and action of such an One. And what was
that course of service in the esteem of Him to
whom it was rendered? As the born One, the cir-
cumcised One, the baptized and anointed One, the
serving, sorrowing, and crucified One, and then as the
risen One, He has passed here on earth under the
eye of God. In the secrecy of the Virgin’s womb, ‘
in the solitudes of Nazareth, in the activities and
services of all the cities and villages of Israel, in
the deep self-sacrifice of the cross, and then in the
new bloom of resurrection, has this wondrous
Man’ been seen and delighted in of God—perfected,
untainted, recalling the Divine delight in Man
more than when of old he was made in God’s image,
and more than annulling all the Divine repentings
of old, that man had been made on the earth.
His Person lent a glory to all His course of ser-
vice and obedience, which rendered it of unutter-




