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CANADA'S AGRESSIVE COMMERCIALISM.

An English educationist who passed through
Montreal recently on his return home after having
visited the other principal cities of Canada, criticized
with refreshing candour our educational ideals as he
saw them expressed in our universities. The salient
feature of our university educational systems he
found to be the provision of instruction in the
science of the acquisition of money. According to
him, the Canadian idea of the function ot a univer-
sity is, that it should be principally occupied in
teaching the young men who are enrolled in its
register how to make money. And he deplores
this fact because, he says, it will inevitably have a
too materialistic effect upon their minds.

In this frank criticism there is an element of truth,
but it is extremely unjust, in that it not only
suggests, but takes for granted, what is by no means
true. The critic laboured under the delusion that,
because electrical, mining, railway, and other sorts of
engineering, architecture, mechanics, etc., occupy
the chief positions in the course of instruction
imparted in our universities, the higher education,
the classics, the “humanities,” are neglected, to the
moral detriment of the students. Certainly, few
Canadian parents desire that their sons should
spend several years in the university for the sole
purpose of becoming cultured scholars, They want
their sons to be practically and thoroughly equipped
to engage profitably in mercantile or professional
pursuits. Engrossed in the arduous task of building
up a new and great nation, Capadians have little
time to cultivate higher literature and the arts,
proficiency in which certainly brings pure and
clevating joys and the general effect of which is to
lend an artistic grace and dignity to social life, But
Canadians are far from regarding the university as
the only place where their sons are trained for the
battle of life. They give its just importance to the
refining and humanizing influence of the home
circle ; and, what is of still greater moment, they
appreciate at its proper value the religious education
obtained by regular attendance at church. A
glance at the list of benefactors of our hospitals and
and other philanthropic and benevolent institutions
will show that in this, the highest of all branches
of education, our commercial and financial citizens
have attained to a high degree of efficiency.

Canada, with the persistent and aggressive com-
mercialism which is at once the mainstay of its
present prosperity and the pledge of its future
greatness, may lag behind the mother-country in
the standard and quality of its iiterary and artistic
culture ; but it occupies a position second to nene in
the practice of the counsels and virtues which make
for the righteousness that exalteth a nation,

INSURANCE AND FINANCE CHRONICLE.

1279

PUBLIC DEBT OF CANADA AND REVENUE AND
BXPENDITURE ACCOUNTS.

The officia! statement of the Debt of Canada on
3oth June last and in 1901 is as follows:
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Brrrisi SatLina Smies in 1881 had 93,246 masters and
gseamen aboard; in 1891, 63,367, and In 1901, 38,400, 8o rapid-
ly were they displaced by steamers. The fatalities re-
corded show that both salling vessels and steamers are

now navigated very much more gafely than In past years.




