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T'he Evangelistic Forward Movement
8 been growing in s rength every year
ul the indications are that it will be
ken up more vigorously than eve

My conclusion ¢
ut if we a
f the E
i

the whole matter is,
to judge of the influence
worth League, viz, the work

I
done, and not mere membership,
wen the movement was wover in a b tey

wdition than at the present, Howeve r,

we would retain our vitality I think
esh material should he continually in
oduced. The present generation of

ung people has been protty well can
wssed, but another is comin, up and, to
revent loss of influence and power in the
1ld be done

Trained as juniors,

der societies, more work sh
nong the juniors.
ey make the very best workers in the
der society when they graduate into it
There must be the continual impar
ition of new life, and from the inter
iediate classes of our Sunday-school, we
1y gather in many who, in a few years,

will be strong and devoted workers in
he churches
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UPHOLDING THE PASTOR’S HANDS,
BY REV. W, G, WATSON, M.A., B.D

HE necessity of this is too evident
to need any remarks, for without
the loyal and hearty support of

the congregation, a minister's lnbors will
be of little value. The Epworth League
18 a staunch ally of the pastor in all his

work, and it has filled a place in our
church life, which we could ill afford to
do without. The question in the Leaguer's
mind is, “ How can we best help the pastor
in the work of the church

There are some burdens of the church
which should be taken off his shoulders,
or at least should be very rously
shared. A minister's work ‘is especially
spiritual in its character, and it stands
to reason that if he has to grapple with
the financial and other temporal affairs
of the church, that he will have less
energy, and less spirit to put into his
more proper work.  Therefore lift these
responsibilities from his shoulders, and
when charches are to be built or im
proved, or parsonages furnished, let the
lnymen give their brains and business
ability to these works, They are probably
better able to do them than the minister,
for if a man does not give his attention
pretty closely t
to be a good” financier or business man,

s, he is not apt

This is one of the most important ways
in which you can uphold * the pastor's
hands.  And the principle should apply
to the raising of various funds of the
church, and the conducting of anniver
saries, socials and picnics. Of course 1
v not mean that the wminister should
have nothing at all to do with such
things, but the heavy end of the burden
should not be left upon him so as to
crush and dishearten him. A pastor
must know all the members of his con
gregation and therefore must see then
their homes.  The object of pastoral visi-
tation is not merely social, nor is it alto-
gether religious. It is a mixture of both,
OF course he will try to interest the
people whom he meets in the work and
services of the church, and seek to in-
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duce them to attend the various means of
grace But it seoms to me the greatest
of all objects is to ¢ into ha n

pathetic relationship with every mem

of his congrogation, as to make himself

their confidant and friend.  The pastor
wants to arouse such confidence in hin
If, that the people will come to him ir
their ditliculties and troubles. To make
friends and « tablish mutua conhidence 1s
the supreme end of pastoral visit ng, with
the ultimate end in view of being at
some time able to lead them to the O
who can comfort their hearts in sorrow
ind sustain and support )
helpers fai A\ pastor do
be a mere clerical fig «
hearted man anl | hi
I Now this er ling

BRIDAL VEIL FALLS, YOSEMITE VALLEY

obligations upon the members of the con

gation. Givehim a chance to know you,
and make it as casy as possible for ac

quaintanceship to ripen into a true friend
ship.  Tell him your thoughts and your
difficulties. If he is a man of ¢ xperience he
will be able to give you good counsel, but if
he is unable to advise it will still do vou
good to talk things over with a friend
It a very great source of strength to a
minister when he feels that people trust
him, and that he can rely upon  their
sympathy and support in his work, |

loyal to the plans of the majority, It is
quite right for a man to oppose any plan
of work which does not commend itself
to his judgment, but if the majority have
decided in favor of it, then fall in with
them, and try to make it a success. W hat
we call a “kicl " hinders the work of

ERA.

angs lik right-mare
Speak we f your
1 ean, and if you
his conduct or t
folly or wenk
That .
ce er those to whom
t of sus
or gl t many A an e
guinst a preache It would be a At
Kindy to te A n ter abont | a
s and if this is d in a kindly spirit
will not v | - improvment
t " t t r ten
] i v bett f betwee 1 and
m
Ialk t Ir pastor a the ditfferent
lepartments of v ch k, and
how that you are | flering
2y ns and pla Get
the min T vdviee lo
your own work
re are many little ways

in which you can greatly help

in the pastor's work, and it is
the multitude of these little
things which if faithfully
done make success, If you

know of any who have been
cted in the
itation, or of any who are in
trouble, or in sickness, tell

ne toral vis

the pastor. The probability
is that he knows nothing
about it

Try ¢ bring those to

church and under the influ

ences of Christianity whom

you ean reach Ihere are,
no doubt, some whom you can
reach There are, no doubt,
some whom you can influence,
whom the pastor cannot
touch. Some are prejudiced

against a preacher, and are
always misinterpreting his ac
tions, and imputing wrong
motives. You can bring them
to church, and make them
*el at home when they are

Perhaps you could ar
to have them meet the

pastor somewhere in a social

kind of way, so that there

mi ) pportunity to
cre

portant thing
t seldom come
t ild be warmly
we n they do come,
and i oreturn. Always

be sociable and friendly to strange
and treat
them as you would like to be treated

Show them to a good pew

You may also
do some visiting in the interest of the

if you were a stranger

church, or Sunday-school or League,

and always act as if the wellle ing
of the church
faithfulness, and you cannot help being a
And now,
finally, never cease to pray for him and
for the church. This is by no means the
least way of upholding his hands. The
benefit of prayer is twofold ; like mercy,
“ It is twice blessed—it blesseth him that
gives, and him that takes.” It acts upon
the preacher, making his heart richer
and more fruitful in the experience of the
divine goodness. It will make the publie
services more helpful and encouraging,

depended  upon  your

great support to the pastor
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