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\ nephew of Wm. Watson says that 
the poet is suffering from a mental 
disorder which < e before attacked, 
him. Watson's sudden decision to 
visit the Vnlted States, and the reason 
he assigned -to wage war 
and Miss Asquith, where 
of the press would be open 
sugges* an unbalanced mind. His ad
mirers hope It Is the true explanation 

Ing has written verse 
tlment and so perfect 

More than any other poet 
the mantle of

NOTE AND COMMENT Ardent advocates of temperance re
form some times feel that progress Is 
made very slowly. In reality, how
ever, the progress of that reform has 
been remarkably rapid.

Work was begun on the first gyro
scopic railway In America, to be devot
ed to commercial transportation pur
poses at New Westminster, B.C.

There died 
recently In England Dr. Dawson Bums, 
a noted Baptist minister. It Is said 
that fifty years ago Dr. Burns pre
pared an appeal on behalf of total 
abstinence a.ul that It was with great 
difficulty that he persuaded two hun
dred fellow ministers to attach their 
signatures to his plea. There are still 
left some representatives of the gen-
irntlona which did not consider It

wrong or even Improper for minis
ters to drink, but they ere becoming 
scarce and the tippling pr
now exceedingly rare, for all
we may well thank Qod

against Mrs. 
the columns 
n to him—

British Peers were announced to 
speak at 116 meetings during the past 
week, they being debarred from taking 
further |part In the compalgn after 
writs for election are Issued.

for no man llvl 
so noble In sen 
In form, 
he Is fitted to wear 
Tennyson.Prince Albert of Belgtv 

King of the Belgians, wll 
monarch In Europe, for he Is 6 ft. 3 
In. In height. King Leopold was un
commonly tall, and so are the Em*/eror 
of Austria
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The Interest In the sufferers from 
the earthquake In Italx a 
ago has largel 
multitudinous 
followed. Their Immediate needs were 
met, and then they were expected to 
do what they could 
StMl, It Is Interesting 
has happened, and what the p 
conditions arc. The "Advance" says 
that "over $16,000,000 has been spent 
by the Italian Government In building 
wooden huts for the earthquake sur- 

them with food and 
ng them work, gen- 

dead and clearing 
ib-
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John R. Bradley, who financed Doc
tor Cook’s Arctic expedition, offered 
to send Otto Sverdrup north In June. 
Brad-ley, It was said. Is eager to locate 
the "new polar continent" which Cook 
alleged he found and named after his

for themselves, 
to know whatThe Zionist Congress were In session 

In Hamburg last week. There was 
considerable enthusiasm for a Jewish 
colony In Turkey on the plan propos
ed some time ago. It Is proposed to 
«•■ek authorisation from the New 
Ish Government for a State In

Turk-

the Jews shall have full control of 
their local affairs. There are many 
difficulties In the way. the first being 
to secure the consent of the Turkish 
Government. The reclamation of a 
portion of Mesopotamia was proposed, 
hut those beet Informed say It would 
take Immense sums of money, prob
ably more than could be had, or than 
It might be wise to spend. Others are 

posed to the movement. The Jew» 
ve much to gain from the revolution 

in Turkey, but the Zionists hold that 
they should not follow the Young Turk 
party without discrimination.

>rs, providing 
hes and affordlFor more than a quarter of a cen- 

Brussels. Belgium, has been 
a and of-

clot
erally burying the 
streets blocked 
bteh from collapsed buildings. Per
haps quite as considerable a sum of 
monev has been distributed or spent 
in the earthquake area by private con- 

relief committees and char
itable organizations. The earthquake 
survivors have been sheltered, clothed 
and fed at the public expense and 
many of them now are richer than they 
were ever before In their lives. The 
effects of the disaster still continue to 
he felt, however, and what Is worse, 
despite all that has been done and all 
the great expenditure In the earth
quake area, the cities of Reggio. Mes
sina, Palml. Rcllla and Dagnara. as 
well as hundreds of villages in Sicily 
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haLet us not be too much discouraged, 

says the Michigan Presbyterian, If we 
see occasional set-backs the cause 
of Temperance. Ocaslonally there will 
be misunderstandings among the work
ers, and the enemy Is always ready to 
profit by our mistakes. But we shall 

l grow wiser as the work goes on. There 
^ 1s not going to be any serious reaction 

the splendid results already

British Weekly, In making an 
Investigation of the workings of the 
"referendum voting" In Switzerland, 
finds that nearly all q 
submitted to the people 
a majority will not vote. Under the 
law. questions have been submitted so 
frequently as to make ejections bur
densome—sometimes one a week. The 
referendum had Its home In Switzer
land, and Is

achieved. ueettons thus 
fall because

and Calabria, are 
as the earthquake

has been made at rebuilding
Pteft them. No at-

them.”The English suffragettes, by their 
foolish tactics and Insufferable vio
lence, have alienated sympathy from 
themselves, tf not from their 
In both America and England. The 
sooner women who really are convinc
ed that they should have the suffra 
separate themselves from such 
streperous agitators the better It will 
be for all concerned. Such questions 
can be settled 1n the end. not by vio
lence, but by reason.

Far East war clouds have been blown 
toward Pekin from

lions- extending 
tween China and
tlon of the Macao boundary the 
countries are at swords’ end. 
Chinese Government has sent a for
mal mess 
ernment _
stances consent to arbitrate, 
demanded that the territory under dis
pute shall he Immediately evacuated 
by the Portuguese. The Portuguese 
settled In Macao three and a half cen
turies ago, and since then they have 
had more or less undisputed possession, 
save and except the Ineffective Dutch 
attempt to oust them and one or two 
brushes with the Chinese In the years 
agone. For a time they pa 
rent ranging from $700 to $500 per year, 
hut In 1843 that was abolished and 
China formally recognized the jurisdic
tion of Portugal over Macao and Its 
dependencies In a treaty signed In 
18P7 and ratified the following y 
No boundary was ever fixed, bu 
clause In the treaty provided that, 
‘'commissioners appointed by the Gov
ernment shall proceeed to the delim
itation of the boundaries, which shall 
be determined by special convention." 
and the Boundary Commission which 
has Just proved abortive was a result 
of that clause. The belated desire on 
the part of the Chinese /to have the 

ndary fixed beyond all doubt dates 
from the time of the capture of 

the gun running Tatsu Mam II., in 
the early part of 1908. when the claim 

ade by 'Portugal that China was 
seizing the steamship, si 

In Portugu

an unexpected 
After dilly-dallying negotta- 

over five months be- 
Portugal on the ques-

en extreme form of the 
submission of questions to the vote 
of the people, which has been custom
ary In important matters In this coun
try almost from Its beginning. The 
name Is particularly objectionable be
cause It Implies an extreme In sut* 
reference and suggests the supersed- 

ilature. Good govern- 
llkely to be attained by 

opposite plan, the election of fewer 
officials -by direct vote and the placing 
of more responsibility on the few elect-

age

sage to the Portuguese Gov- 
that It will under no clrcum- 

It IsIng of the Legls 
ment Is moreOur great enterprises for Christ and 

Hie church are to advance by the hope 
that maketh not ashamed says the 
Presbyterian Witness. The hopes we 
entertained In 1844 and 1848 for mis
sions have been greatly more th 
allzed. The hopes we had of un 
1860 and 1866 and In 1875 have been far 
surpassed. Our hopes educational and 
concerning our home mission fields— 
have not these also been more than 
fulfilled? Let ue then be found workers 
together with God and willing In all 
things to do Hie will.

the

At a New Year's prayer-meeting last 
Saturday, something was said that Is 
worth repeating:—There Is Biblical 
authority for saying that the Lord 
loveth a cheerful giver, with the em
phasis on 'cheerful.’ But there 1s 
equally clear Biblical authority for 
saving that the Lord loveth cheerful 
service, with thevemphnsls again on 
•cheerful’; for although these exact 
words mav not appear In the Scrip
tures, the Idea Is th 
ed by many of us as a motto for the 
New- Year. The service In the Lord’s

that Is dragged out from grudging or 
unwilling workers, but that which 
goes out as the expression of a cheer
ful gratitude and loyalty. Perhaps 
some of us may not be able to add any
thing this year to the list of under
takings that we assume, but we can 
all put a new element of cheerfulness 
and readiness Into those duties for 
which we are already responsible, for 
the Lord loveth a CHEERFUL ser
vant.
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Spain has taken a great step back

ward In granting to a syndicate of for
eign financiers e concession to erect a 
large pimlic gambling establishment, 
almost Identical In all 
ncterlstlcs with Monte Carlo. The 
Syndicate Is to pay an annual rental of 
$2.000,000 to the. Government, together 
with a considerable percentage of Its 
earnings, In return for the privileges 
granted. A neat sum to go Into the 
national treasury of a country already 
overburdened with taxation and whose 
people are impoverished to an extent 
that makes the full collection of ordin
ary taxes almost Impossible. It Is this 
fact that has made the Government 
yield to the temptation In spite of the 
king and the better element among 
the people.
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