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The Patriarch

Long and Busy Life of

of Auld Lang Syne.
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. Nowof Dresden-—-The Early Days of the Pioneers
—8till Hale and Hearty He Chats to The Planet

of Kent County

Stalwart James Houston,

T e 2 o o

“Yes, 1 am James Houston, still
alive and enjoying all of the plea-
sures of this life to the very fullest
.extent,” was the cheerful reply made
fo a Plapnet representative on one
of the streets of Dresden, by a man
who, probably more than any other,
has played a very prominent part
in the early history of Kent County.

And indeed he looked the part. He
man of 81 years ‘of age, active
in body and mind and, to all ap-
pearances, in the best of health and
As the two proceeded down
ihe street they met one of Dresden’s |

is a

$humor.

with brush and mud to kee;; out of

matter how bungry a wolf is, he
.always looks for a means of escape
before he will attack anything. He
saw no chance of escape from the pit
so he remained gquiet.

“Those are days never to be for-
gotten,” continued Mr. Houston, “but
there is no use in dwelling on the
privations endured by the early
pioneers.” In 1838 the country became
more settled through Camden, Chat-
ham and Dover, and from that .on
the population gradually increased
until what was so recently a solid
buslh is now almost equal tg a prairie
field.”

Mr. Houston in his time has been

the swamps. Travelling was all done
with oxen and carts. I can notice
great changes in this country now. I
never did expect to see this country
what it is. It is truly marvellous.
The country then was literally
swarmed with Indians and there were
only & few whites: The Indians; I
remember, would come to your house
and ask for, something to eat. We
would give ‘them anything we had—
a piece of connmeal or a piece of pork.
| They were particularly fond of pork.
It was no trouble to raise pigs in
those days. All we hiad to do was to
turn them loose im the forest and they
would soon get fat on beech nuts and
The Indians, as I say,

{ oak nuts.

most prominent citizens who greeted 1 liked bread and pork, but they would

and was greeted in the most affable

manner.

“There is a fine man,” s

Houston, when the gentleman in ques-
“He is perfect in
every respect, except the most im-

tion had ‘passed.

portant one.”

“How is that ¢" questioned the re-

porter.

“He is a double dyed Grit,” replied
Mr. Houston with a sly twinkle in

bhis expressive eyes.

This incident gives a very broad
glimpse into Mr. Houston's character.

He is a
yet he is a broad minded one.

“I have been a conscientious Con-
servative ever since I was old enoughl
to understand politics,” said he, “and
I feel justified in standing by every-
thing which has been done in this
country by the Conservative party.
T also feel nssured that that party

will
caunse me to change my views.”

During a very interesting conversa-
tion which ensued My. Houston told
many interesting stories concerning
the early life of thie pioneers of Kent

County.

Mr. Houston, whoose father was the
third man to settle down in Chatham
Township, was born in the County of
PDown, Ireland, and came to this coun- l
try with his parents in 1831, settling
Al-
though Mr. Houston was but a small
boy at that timpe, yet his memory
of the early life and the extreme
prevations endured by the pioneers
18 very clear and distinct indeed. He
was one of a family &f six boys and
The family all came
out to this country at the same time

down op a farm near Louisville.

one daughter.

and James is the only survivor.

“The family when they Tirst came

~out from Ireland settled down
" Rochester, New York State.

same to Canada and took up a

From there they

Chatham Township.

Mr. Houston himself lived there un-
wantil 1871, when he moved to Camden
Township, one mile north of Dresden,
where he is at present residing and
following up his occupation—farm-

ng.
Mr. Houston was married in 1853
“ie “he second daughter of the late
Capiain John Shaw, of Chatham Town-
His wife died in 1897 and he
was subsequently married to Mrs.
Bmaline Warfield, a well known and
of
Wallaceburg, and widow of the late
He had
four children by his first wife, "'Wil-
liam John, deceased in 1891 ; Clarence,
who resides on a farm adjoining the
“homestead ; Mrs. James Cooper, of the
Township of Dawn, and Mrs. Charles
the Township of

ship.

highly respected school teacher

James William Warfield.

Bapceock, also of
tDawn.

“1 take a certain amount of pride
that I brought them all
The proof of this is they
are Conservatives every one of them,”
and here he again indulged in ome

in saying
up right.

of his satisfied smiles.
“When I
ry,”

as the Sydenham River,

once a

on horseback.

once a  fortnight.

the Fifth street bridge is now.
“Chatham, I can tell you, was

wery small place in those days. There
wvere two dry goods stores kept by a
snan named Jacobs and another by a
Grocery stores
were also small in number and limit-
There were four gro-
+ceries wowned by W. and W. Eberts,

~man natfed’ ‘Weir.
«@d in supply.

JJohn Degge, Thomas Clark,
vman named Wilson.

‘these men. are long since ‘deceased.
“William *Dolsen, commonly called
“Billy Dolsen, kept a hotel, or rather
the present Garner
House site, and another man named
a saloon in North Chat-

ed Miles, an

+@a saloon, on
K

Palmer

staunch Conservative and |In

first came to this coun-
said he, “there were but three
log huts between the River Thames
and the Big Bear Creek, now known
and from
Dresden to Wallaceburg there were
only three huts.. The postoffice was
held at Kent Bridge and was known
as the White Hall. The mail came
week from Sarnia either on
a man’s back or carried by a man
A man named George
Long was the mail carnier and the
~was kept busy all the time walking
between Chatham and Sarnia. Some-
times we could only receiye our mail
James Reed was
the postmaster Tn Chatham then and
he kept his office just below where

never eat any butter. It appears that
at one time one of their tribes was

aid’ Mr | poisoned by butter and they never

{ forgot it.

“Captain Shaw, my father-in-law,
was in the war of 1812. He was a
captain in one of General Harrison's
companies and he himself saw Tecum-
seh, the great Indian war chief, fall.
Captain Shaw fought with Tecumseh
on many occasions and was with him
in the battle of Moraviantowm. I
have often heard Captain Shaw speak
of Tecumseh. He described him much
the same as Tecumseh has been de-
scribed by old residents in The Planet.
this battle Captain Shaw was
struck by a bullet in the top of the
head and during the rest of his na-
tural life there was always a bald
spot on ‘the top of his head showing
where the bullet had struck him. His
brother was killed in the bpattle of
Moraviantown, being struck in the
head by an American bullet. Captain

never do anything which will! Shaw also fought in Lundy’s Lane

and was wounded in the leg and
walked lame for a number of years
afterwards. :

“Captain Shaw described with great
vividness a quarrell which General
Harrison had with Tecumseh. Harri-
son took occasion to reprimand the
great chief and in doing s0 he drew
his sword and said, “You shall die!”
Tecumseh took a step backward,
drew his tomahawk, and said with
much expression—

“One step more!

That settled it.
once for peace.

“No person living <o-cay has the
least conception of the prevations en-
dured by the fathers of Kent. The
first grain we ever raised in Chatham
Township was spring wheat put in
with hoes. When it was cut it was
threshed in a sheep’s skin, made by

Tecumseh !”
Harrison looked at

in| my father, and then carried on our
They
remained there for one year and then
tem-
porary residence in Little York, now
bhetter known as the city of Toronto.
[ went to Halton
County, Township.of Nelson, and in
ithe fall of '35 came to Kent County
and settled down near Louisville in

backs to a crude hand mill made
out of two huge stones from the
river, and -owned by John Arnold,
who lived near Kent Bridge. We
brought home that day 40 bushels
of flour. \

“In 1837 the grocery stores in Chat-
ham ran short of provisions. W. and
W. Eberts at that time owned a small
boat called the “Western.” My fa-
ther sent to Detroit for two barrels
of flour and one barrel of pork, and
on the return journey the little boat
got wind-bound for four days and
could not get to Chatham. All we
had to eat during that time was 40
pounds of cornmeal. When the little
boat finally reached Chatham we
paid $28 for two barrels of flour and
$356 for a barrel of pork, with Irish
gold. We brought it home with a
yoke of oxen and a cart. The first
pair of boots I ever wore I exchanged
for wild turkeys, and when I did
get them I could hardly walk with
them. It would be a big matter to
count the number I have worn since.
During the first years we were here
we were engaged in chopping down
trees in the winter and logging in
the summer.

“One of the most peculiar things
I ever heard of, however, happened
in the early days. A man named John
Everett, who lived near Thamesville,
dug a pit about eight feet deep to
catch wolves. He had a platform
over it with a deer on it as a bait.
An Indian woman came along after
night and fell into
shortly afterwards in dropped a big
wolf. The Indians hunted all night
for the woman and finally gave 'her
up as lost or devoured by wolves.
In the morniag when Mr. Everett

and wolf in the pit alive—the wolf
had npever touched her. She was Lift-
ed out and the wolf was killed. No

the trap and}

went to his pit he saw both woman

greatly honored with public confi-
dences and he has had several high
offices in the County of Kent. The
Municipal Act came in force in 1B49
and 50, and in 1850 Mr. Houston was
elected tavern inspector, which posi-
tion he held for three years. He was
"then appointed tax collector of Chat~
ham Township for four years. He.
was elected councillor and acted as
such until 1871, and during that time
he was for twelve years teeve and
two years deputy reeve.

After that he went to the North-
west in the spring of 1871 and walked
from Bensen, Minnesota, fo Fort

Garry, now known as the city of
Winnipeg. It consisted then of 16
log huts. He then took up a lractl
of 340 acres of land near Portage
La Prairie. He there met Governor
Archibald, the first Governor of the
Northwest. He called on him and
dined with him on a wild goose. Mr.
Houston then returned to Kent, in-;
tending Yo move to the Northwest.
His wife, however, was taken ill and
he could not go. {

In 1872 he purchased a place in
Dresden, where he has remained ever
since. He was chosen Township Clerk
of Chatham Township, and held that
office from 1880 to 1890. In '93 he
was elected councillor in the town of
Dresden, where he was keeping store
at the time, and he was also a license
commissioner in the town of Both-
well.

Mr. Houston was the man who first
nominated the late Rufus Stephenson
to the candidacy for the Dominion
Parliament. In describing this inci-
dent in his life he said,—

“I was the reeve of Chatham Town-
ship at the time. We met in con-
vention at Blenheim and there were

Conservative

three nominees for the position of | contentedly in the comforts of a quiet
candidate — Joseph home life.

Northwood, John Carmichael, and
Rufus Stephenson. At the first bal-
lot, John Carmichael dropped out.
Stephenson and Northwood stood the
second ballot and Stephenson won out
by three votes. This was the first
time that Rufus Stephemson ran for
Parliament, and he was then ownar
and publisher of The Planet.

“Archibald McKellaf ‘was the Re-
form ‘candidate and had been pre-
viously elected by ma jorities
until it was thought that it was im-
m&ible to beat him. The contest

ted for two days open vote, and
at the conclusion of the time Mr.
Stephenson was elected by a majority
of 98. He was re-elected for two
terms after that, defeating Messrs.
Stripp dod McMackon, the Reform
candidates. He beat them badly each
time, and in his last election he was
elected by a majority of 400.”

In speaking of the late Rufus Step-
henson; Mr. Heuston said,— g

“He was a grand man, free and
affable and liked by everyone. He
gathered everyone around him, friend
or foe, it made no difference.. He was
a good member and greatly esteemed
by Canada’s greatest siatesman, Sir
John A. Macdonald. He was never
defeated in any campaign and I was
very sorry indeed to see him retire
from the political arena.”

In speaking incidentally abcut the
Gamey affair in Toronto, Mr. Hous-
ton expressed very strong views. He
thought it was the most corrapt thing
from the Government’s stanapoint
that he has ever heard.

“The corrupt decision of the judges,”
he said, “will, T feel sure, be blacken-
ed wher it comes to the intelligent
vote in the coming elections.. ¥From
the feeling of the country, I can’t
think otherwise.” .

Myr. Houston was also at one time
President of the . Conservative Asso-
ciation of Bothwell. He was also a
licutenant in the old militia at the
time of the Fenian raid, although he
took no part in that campaign. This
militia was the forerunner of the old
24th Battalion. s

In 1874 Mr. Houston took a jyrip to
the continent and thrcugh England,
Scotland and Ireland, and visited his
old home and other scenes of his early
childhood. After a very busy life,
which has not been lived in vain, and,
after extensive travels, he has at last
seitled down to spend his last days

ARTISTIC WOLERSTEIN MODEL.

The artistic gown, so simple and yet so perfect in taste, and so finished in
fullness of rich effect, is made of lace striped silk ; linen.
shoulder are of I;xrench lace embroidered in heavy appliques.

The guimpe and ruffle

S————

Qoo oo edeadosfociadesfecade o oo e frfoobedrafeod oo cendo oo oo oo oo oo b o oo oo

“If | Were King”
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What a monarch Oould Find to Do in this City Had
" "He But the Will to Turn His
Many improvements Suggested.

and®to the Work—
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There is one pleasure that .0 man
is deprived of, be he a king or a
peasant, a millionaire or “a beggar,
and thal is the pleasure of dreaming.

Drezms are great transposers of po-
sitions, and the sominal imagination
may lead. a.king to see himselfl.{or
the moment the pettiest beggar in his
kingdom or may give the pettiest vag-
rant the pleasure of seeing himself ar-
rayed in royal robes. The pleasure is
indeed great for thé moment, but 1he
hallucination 1s dispelled when the
god of sleep wings his flight. We all
have our dreams, and some of us have
even dared to dream jhat we were a
king. A man of Servia recently had
such a vision in his sleep, aad, woke
up to find it come true. The dream
book tells us, that to dream of kings
signifies poverty, althcuzh it may
only signify in reality a supper of
mince pie and welsh rarebit or straw-
berry shortcake. The other night
The Plapet’s general utility man had
a vision in his slumbers that he was a
real king. He blamed his somnial ac-
cessior to the ranks of royalty upon
an over-indulgence in strawberry
shortcake, not on poverty. However,
the idea of being a king led The Flan-
el person into a day dream on what
he would do if he were king, and he
hite here set down a few of the im-
provements that King Planet wcould
order.

If I were King,—

I would have the electric lights in
Chatham lighted every dark night;
not half of them out one night and
the same half out the next night.

-I would have the burdocks and
weeds that do not adorn the streets
cut, at least before they went to seed.
I would then be ina posiiion to
command that a building be provid-
ed to protect the scrapers, sweépers
and sprinkling carts from the wea-
ther. A scraper has beea left in
front of Chief Holmes’ residence for
the past many wecks. i

I would have the street name .signs
tacked up when they come off. On
several streets, they are dowa or are
hanging on the bias threatening to
fall. The sign at the corner of James
St. and Victoria Ave. is one of these.

I would have the water holes taken
out of the pavement so that if his
kingship had occasion to walk past
the Idlewild Hotel or J. W. Aiiken's
office after dark, His Royal flighness
would be sure that he would not
stumble into a puddle something less
than a foot deep.

I weuld enforce the anti-spiiting on
the sidewalk by-law.

I would have the refuse on the riv-
er bank in the vicinity of th: Rankin
dock removed so that passengers on
the “City of Chatham” would be fa-
vorably impressed with the city I
ruled.

I would have the Adelaide and Prin-
cess St. bridges fixed so that cyclists
could cross them without dismount-
ing. 3

I would have a good sidewalk on
Qu-en St., eéast side from School St.
to Harvey St.

1 would have the crossings swept at
least once a year.

I would have the water from the
Central school yard run some other
way than across the sidewalk on
School street, so that my citizens
might not have to ford rapids every
time it rained.

I would purchase the out-houses
that border the Central school play-
ground and give the pupils a chance
‘to have a large and healthy place to
play.

I would build that Bupgalow on
the Park in order to aid healthy cut-
door sports amongst my loyal sub-

4 jects.

I would pave aill the leading streets
in the city that my merchants might
thrive on the trade from ‘the c¢cun-
try.

I would build a'radial road that my

good city might still further prosper.

FRESH NHEWS

YOU READ TO-DAY IN NO

OTHER PAPER

HE KNEW

Entrance Candidate Described
8Sir John A. Macdonald as
“Father of Conference.”

It is generally the case in any school
examinations that the pupils mest af-
a | ter they bhave finished writing on
their papers and compare answers.

This old-time custom is still in

a

pils from the rural schools who are
trying on the Public School Leaving
examinations in the Central school.
Yesterday they met «s usual during
the Hoon hour and were talking over

“It was a very hard paper,” said

| the-way, has aspirations of some day
becoming a pr r. “I did some of
| the questions, théugh, and I wrole
all about Sir John A. Macdonald.”

4 the group. : 0
“Why, I said among other things
that he was one of the fathers of
tonference——"

force and is being followed by the pu-

the history paper which Lad been|
ia | wriiten on in the morning.

| one. of the youthful scholars who, by-,

| And then He stopped and wondered | W
.‘mﬂ,d his schoolmates were en-
| joyiog a hearty langh. ;

TOM’S KICK

- ——
Mr. Martin Enters Vigorous
Protest Against North Chat-
ham Being Negilected.

i ——— b

“I just wish to call attention to the
pavement on St. Clair street,” remark-
ed Thos. Martin, merchant. “It is a
disgrace and a shame the way the
mud is allowed to accumulate upon
it. The crossings haven't becn clean-
ed in three days and you can see the
state they are in. No lady can cross
them Wwithout getting covered with
mud, Look at the pavement. You
can't tell that it is there for the coat-
ing of mud, but it is. I hope that the
Board of Works will see. fit to attend
to this without delay. They seem to-

| our borougk had no representative in’
the Council.” This year we have two
“zl.:hrmqn.. but thi

ave improved im

““What did you say ¢’ asked one of | good idea a

would turn t]
Chatham  lof

have forgotten that there is ruch a}-
place ‘as North Chatham. Last year |

DO GOOD WORK

Principal Plewes Pays Tribute
to Rural Schools—Kindergar-
ten Feeder for Central.

———

There were 709 pupils in attendance
at the Central school Wednesday.
This is not taking into consideration
the pupils in the entrance class and
the kindergarten pupils. There are
14 teachers in the school, which gives
‘an average ol 61 pupils for each
teacher. The promotion examinations

were - finished Thursday. There are

NEEDS FIXING

King 8t. Pavement Passing in-
to Decay—Becomin e Mud-
diest 8t. in_the Oity.

o s

Something should be done to keep
the King street vement clean. It
is ed beneath a coat-

dy eoncea
ing of mud and, if the wet weather
contin the pavement will soon be
Mﬁt of. The flushing of the
paveme every Saturday night, as
‘done last year, was a good practice
and should be continued. It at
least had the merit of keeping the

lpgnkl&ng a:litts :’iud dlixtti;%lty ix
sea £ and mu
e e et
ve called attention to the defec.
. oy 31,000 held
¥ Trom  the odeiredtors’ ab
guarantee. They are m&u six pe
cent. on this mor nd’ meanwi
i e L R
ay. It is an ogen .
King St. pa

pavement clean. Now after eachl|

I would order that all employes have
a half-holiday a week with pay, dur-
ing July and August. v

I would order the Macaulay Club to
build a monument to Tecumseh on
the Park. ¢

I would build gates to prevent the
crowd: ‘blecking the passageway when

Rankin dock at night. 3

I would compel the railrpads ‘o put
their. hog-pens where they would not
be offensive.

I would have the globes on the
street electric lights cleaned so-that
I could tell whether the lights wWere
lit. or not. :

I would have the city provide carts
at the public expense to go around to
the back alleys in all parts of the city

ete.

FLOWER DAY

Charming Closing Exhibition
Given by the Clever Kinder-
gartens of Central School
—Miss Green Merits Con-
gratulation.

There is nothing which delights the
hearts of parents more than to see
evidence of cleverness in their chil-
dren. Judging from this, the par-
ents who witnessed the Flower Day
exercises of the Central school kin-
dergarten yesterday afternoon, should
indeed be pleased and should feel
highly proud of the little tots who
provided such an excellent and pleas-
ing entertainment.

There wereé about eighty children
taking part, and the excellent man-
‘ner in which they went through their
various drills and exercises, and the
perfect order maintained through-
out, was marvellous indeed. Miss
Lilly Green, the directress, and her
able assistant, Miss Rose Morrison,
certainly deserve great credit for the
remarkable  efficiency —which they
have shown in training their Llittle
charges. Misses Mildred Turner and
Broadbent also deserve credit, Tor
they have assisted very materially in
instructing the children.

These Flower Day exercises were
held this year in the I. O. O. F.
Auditorium, which was very elabor-
ately and tastefully decorated for the
occasion. A’ large flower pole was
erected
and streamers of flowers were hung
from'it and caught at different places
along the ceiling. It made a very
unique scene

den.
Long before the {ime of opening
the  Auditorium was filled with in-
terested parents "who had come’ to
witness the work of their little
children. Much satisfaction was
evinced on every side and the kin-
dergarten teachers were the subject
of muech complimentary comments
during and after the entertainment.
At 2.30, the time of starting, the
little children came marching in with
baskets of flowers to music from the
piano, Singing as they ‘marched to
their seats “An Army is Coming.” A °*
prayer song, “There cometh a dove,”
followed, and immediately afterward
they sang a hymn, “God is Love.”
Then came the songs. These were
much enjoyed by the interested Spec-
tators. It wuas surprising to notice
the spirit which these little tots put
in theéir singing. They seemed to
enter into the songs with their whole
hearts. Some of the songs sung were
The Little Planet, Sunshine Song,
Rain Song, The Snowdrop, The Vio-
let, The For-get-me-not, The Pansy,
The Daisy, The Prism and The Rain
Coach. ‘
After the singing the children.pre-
sented their parents with baskets of
flowers. These baskets were made b
the children themselves, and the ¥ 'y
was very clever indeed. Those
ysenior class were  Roffia bas A
which is the newest idea in manuyl
training. They were all made of peas
and sticks interlaced,with vari-color~
ed strips of paper. %
The occupations came next on the.
progeam. These consisted of coloring
flowers, drawing flowers, pasting
pansies, and sewing leaves.  The par-
ents were allowed to inspect Lhis work
‘and many of them were surprised
the excellence of it, much of  whie
was very intricate indeed. s
The desks and chairs were lh_qﬁ
moved and the children enjoy!
May-pole march. This was
.preity and difficult march,
children weant through it
making a single erro
The games were thi

the “City of Chatham” lands at {he

and clean up the garbage, old cans \I b
S

in the centre of the room .

appearance of a happy flower garyg)

indeed and had e,ver\y,.,{ 3
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