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14 *' AnOVE THE CLOUDS."

Before entering therein, let us pause for a moment and
'survey the l)eauties of creation in the 'region we are

leaving behind. If, for that one purpose of 'severe

astronomy, a position l»elow the clouds is 'unsuitable, yet

what an infinite amount of V)enefit for man to enjoy, and

of beauty for him to 'contemplate, is connected therewith !

Beneath the clouds are kindly rains and gentle dews ; and

these, assisted by a warm climate, encourage all those

•exquisite forms of vegetation which we have admii't^d

clothing the lower slopes of the mountain. Without
these, where were the fruits to support human life ; where

the buds and blossoms and fading flowers which teach us

many a lesson useful to life eternal 1

But duty now calls us on our upward way. Before

many more seconds are passed, first comes one cold hurry-

ing blast, with mist upon its wings, and then another, and

another. Then, in the mitlst of a constant dense wet fog,

all creation is shut out of our view, except the few feet of

sloping earth on which we are * treading, and that appears

of a dull gray ; and the occasional spiders' webs seen

across our [lath are loaded with heavy drops of moisture.

For half an hour we must toil on and on through this

winding-sheet of gloom ; 'jjei-petually on the same upward
way, but strong in faith and hope of what must in the end

be presented to our eyes ; on still, and up higher, when
suddenly a 'momentary break appears overhead, and a por-

tion of sky is seen—oh, so blue !—but it is lost again.

In a few minutes, however, another opening, another

blue patch is seen ; and then another, and another. Be-

fore three minutes more are passed, all the 'hurrying

clouds seem blown on one side. Fair sky is every-

where above and around, a 'brilliant sun is shining,

and there, there below us, is the upper surface of the

clouds, extending far and wide, like a level plain, shutting

out lowland and city and sea all from view, and in their

place • substituting brilliant reflections of solar light, which


