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kindness witli which they had reoeived and listeneil to the filial

:i(l(h"e.s3 -vvliicli, as the representative (»f that Conference, lie had
heen ])erniitted to hrinj,' to them. He wouhl fain on this occa-

sion represent that Conference wortliily, for his constituency

was so vast, so intellij^ent, and so worthy of all possihle honour,

tliat they deserved rei)resentation of the ahlest and of the

amplest kind. He was ])ainfully con.sci<ms that his task was
too he;Tvy for his ])owers, and hssides this c<»nsciousness, which
was of itself sutticiently emharrassinj,', lie was still further em-
Itarrassed by the circumstances which surrounded him, and by
the presence in which he was called ujion to speak. He sup-

posed the meeting to l»e, and indeed it was, a session of Confer-

ence, but he had only to look u]>ward and sideward to discover

tliat all the hearts before him did not throb beneath clerical

vestments. Now there was a gi'avity of utterance befitting halls,

of legislation, and there was a fieedoni of utterance adai)ted to

pojndar assemblies, which he was somewhat ])uzzled to kn(»w

how to combine. The Canadian Conference sent to England
last year a well-loved and elocpient representative, who dis-

charged his duty, as his constituents thought, well, and, as gra-

tituile existed in Canada, and the (Janadians were not afraid to

express it, their Conference recently held told him so by formal

resolution. C)ne, however, of those unseen kings, kings of the-

tripod, who sat in judgment up(»n the sayings and doings of that

vast assembly, while acknowledging the geniality and heart of

the re]>resentative's address, left on record his conviction that

tlie Canadian representation was not overladen with dignity.

Xow he (Mr. Punshon) was heartily glad to be in such good
company, for he was sure to fail in that ])articular regard. His
heart Avas very full both towards the Conference ])ro])er, and
toM'ards those other friends among the laity who wen; as yet

extra-Conferential. It beat altogether too warndy to Ije con-

sistent with the ])atrician indifference which he sup])osed the

dignity of a representative demanded. ^Moreover, if there was
a spot upon earth where dignity sat ill upon a man, it was when
it played of its airs at home.

He would therefore ask them to excuse him if he hiid his

dignity where the mace of the House of ("ommons was laid

—

under the tal)le—and spoke t<» them simjdy as a friend t(»

friends. He would ask them, then, to listen for a brief while to

words from a friend's lips intended for the ears of friends, and
dealing with matters of common interest to all who loveil the

Lord -lesus Christ. T.est he Hlu»uld forget it hereafter, he might

just take the o})])ortunitv, as it had been the fashion—not be-

cause it had been the fashion, for it was sincerely uttered and

I


