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I'roiii '• tho bc^inninfr," in tliat sense of tlie words.* They
wore hiter than luaiiy otliers in recei vinj.^ it. Any reader of the Acts

,
uitry reinoniber tliat tho Apostles had hirgoly prosecuted tho work of

their inis.-sion iii other parts bcfonf they were beckoned to go intcJ

^laeedonia.
;
and Thessaloniea was (ine of (ho famous Macedo-

uuui chiuvhes. IJi'sidos, tiic expression—;'• from the beffinnin","

has its obviiius iii(erpretati(:ii in parallel ]iassages where we have
the same idea, only in diflerenl, words. 'I'hus in Ephes. 1, 4,
" before the foundation of the world." i.-; the phrase used in the

very same relation to electing love: 'Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, wlm liatii blessed us with all

spiritual blessings in heavenly places iu Clirist; according as he
hath cho.seu us in him before the foundation of the world; that

we should bo holy and without blann- before him in love."

Tiien. i'urther, the electiion is -'to salvation." It is not

merely to the opportunities or means for salvation. To these

also, no doubt: tliey are mentioned anon. But .salvation itself Ib

here, and here hrst— the end before the means. For, that final

salvation is to bo understood, is plain from this, that the salva-

tion is inclusive of "tho glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" men-
tioned in ne.xt verse, as the end both of the election and of the

calling; anil because, moroovei', it is distingui.^ilicd from nanrt!-

Jkatiou which, though itself a part of tin; salvation, is here

ranked as a means to tho eimiplote end,— •' through sauetification

of the Spivit, and belief of tho truth."

* Tlio intcri)retation .sought to bo forced on the worcLs " in
tho begaii.n.^,"—though .sn])i)orto(l by Michaolis. h;is been rejected on cri-
ti«iU ground,., by Schott, Kllicott, Liin-e, ie. The argument briefly in, that
siieh a sense would require some .siippleuientary expre.«.»ion with urohe (as
Ml Phil. 4, I.'),) or obviously involved in the context 1 .Tohn ''• 7 •'4 see
al..o Dr. Kadie on ICiih. 1, 4,) who justly marvels at Adjim Clarke findiuB
an allusion ni the plira.se " from the foundation of (he world" to the eom-
meneeinent of the .Jewish siate. Xeander trifles with tho subject in a
1.140 manner. Calvin rightly saw, long ago, that the Apostle's object was
to comfort the elect m all time, as well as christians of the earliest ago ofthoOospel. The word /(f.>7o^> forbids such an unnatural interpretation
(Lange). Indeed no relief is found from the supposed difTiculty of those
subjects in those theories Hiat suppose a iTfcronce lucrolv to h general
choice of the (.entiles to rm- privilege of „ (;,„pol slate, for sovereientv
iiMLst still on tins hypothesis be conf.'sscd. All nations have not been
chosen, and masses of the ,.ntwar,lly called, rcjcn the offered salvation.
Suvoly It was not for a thing of so uncertain result that the Apostle breaks
forth in thanksgivings and blessings so fervent
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