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mer Nights Dreame" and "Hamlet." The classic and

folk-lore allusions. The pastoral element in "As you

Like It" and "Winter's Tale."

QUERIES FOR DISCUSSION

The rustic scenes have little bearing on the play; are

they necessary to Shakespeare's art in order to throw a

clear light on the character of his protagonists?

THE ETHICS OF "tHE WINTER'S TALB"

"The Winter's Tale" gives examples of meritorious ac-

tions losing their virtue with the progress of ideas ;
for ex-

ample, the civic virtue, allegiance to the king, is what

Leontes depends upon in his talk with Camillo, with An-

tigonus, and the other lords. Note Camillo's reason for

i.ot poisoning Polixenes to order,—that it is risky to kill

a king even at command of a king. That such a reason

would be considered small moral support to-day appears,

for example, in the indignation or amusement expressed in

the newspapers on the German Emperor's address

to his army on the soldier's duty of obedience. In Shake-

speare's day a king had taken matters in his own hands in

the trial of his wife, much as Leontes did (see "Henry

VIII".). The moral significance of Hermione's patience

under accusation appears in the long reparation she re-

quires. Paulina is made to speak for her during her se-


