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BIOLOGY AND WAR \
When a mason builds a wall he continually, tests his

work with a plumb-line, a level, and a square, ^e applies

three different tests to make sure that he is building well.

Similarly in more complex social affairs where the^ssve

is not clear, it is useful to apply several tests. When they

confirm one another they strengthen our resolution ; when

they are discrepant, they show us that there ia need for

fiurther inquiry.

Three familiar tests are to be found in the ideas of

the conservation of energy, the conservation of life, and

the conservation of moral values—^physical, biological, and

ethical respectively. The first test condemns an under-

taking that is wasteful or that attempts to get more work

done than the available energy allows ; and the useful

criticism that a business man expresses when he calls a

scheme rnsound is often based on his discovery that

physical principles are being ignored. The biological test

asks whether the activities in question are consistent with

the health of the individual and with the welfare of the

race. The third test asks if the line of action makes for

the conservation of what we hold to be most precious and

most beneficent in our social heritage—^the traditions of

civilized behaviour, the standard of conduct, and the ideal

of goodwill among men.

War Brought to the Test

We are as a nation practically unanimous that after

a certain, or rather uncertain, date, war was inevitable

unless we were prepared to sacrifice honour and our

traditions of championing justice and liberty. But this

does not affect the foot that to have thousands of whole-

some men in the prime of life mowed down with machine
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