
independence, fiscal and otherwVe, to the President, as we
would be about sacrificing it to the Kaiser.

There is. of course, no disrespei;' to our neighbors in this

The way to retain their respect is to 'lisplay the mi\' »num of

respect for ourselves. They are a wonderful peop with »

wonderful country, but their w^ays are not our ways. \\'e shall

render thera a service only less in degree than the service we
shall perform for ourselves by adopting the view I have al-

ready quoted from the gospel according to St. Wilfrid. ''That

the best and most etfective way to retain friendship with them
is to be absolutely indej)endent of them."

We must develop our institutions in our own way, and on
British rather than American lines. For example: one of tlie

glories of the Empire is the administration of justice. British

courts are a model for the world. Anoth<»,r is the quality of

public service in our cities and other communities. President

Taft has wr.tten more than once that the admin. stratioii of

criminal justice in the I'nited States is a disgrace to their

'civilization. J lemember hearing Mr. McClure, the mai'HZ'n'^

editor, say to five hundred business men in Kentucky, that he
government of the large cities in the I'nited States is in tiie

hands of the criminal and semi-criminal classes. Nobody pro-

tested. Our public life is in.perfeot enough, but at least we
must avoid the troubles fr'»m which our neighbors find it so

difficult to extricate themselves.

Then President Taft says that this agreement brings Can-

ada to the parting of the ways. He can only mean that we
must travel more clp'^iciy with the United States or with the

United Kingdom. There is no escape from this t'onciusioi!,

especially when, aftev weeks of reflection he followed that say-

ing—with its natu'al sequel. Tie said the bond that unites

Canada with the Mother Country is so light as to be al.non

imperceptible, and that if reciprocity comes into efl'ect it will,

by insurinfs a social and commercial union with the I'nited

States, prt ont a comiiiercial union within the British Empire

One does not have to be a Tariff Reformer in British poli-

tics in order to appreciate the significance of this declarati' •

What should v" say if the Cierman Emperor were to announce
his desire to use an agreement with ('aniula, as a means of pre-

venting commercial union within the British Empire? We
may not be ready to-day for such a union, out I greatly mistake
the .mbition and temper of our peo,)le if they will permit
President Taft or any other president, to put them in a posi-

tion where such a union cannot be accomplished.
President Tuft '' •> used an ominous word in connection

with the purely ccinmereial aspect of this agreement. Ho h'ls

said it will lead to a greater control of the wheat trade ni' the

world by the United States, because it will divert into American

^k


