
run the earth ? The supreme gift of free government, which this 
brae e island gave to the world, and to which all free lands chiefly 
owe their freedom, would be swept away. Let the darkness of 
death overtake us now rather than that the darkness of tyranny 
should sweep over the whole world of free men. No American 
can come to Plymouth without thinking of the going of the Eng
lish from these shores to the new land where they set up a new 
freedom and laid the foundations of the most prosperous and hope
ful community on the earth. In the course of time those New 
World communities fell apart from political allegiance to the 
Old Land. But they fell apart from the Old Land only in poli
tical allegiance. If we had need to discuss this political diver
gence, 1 should maintain that political separation was as well 
for you as it was necessary for us, and that by reason of it human 
freedom has been further advanced, and a new chapter in free 
men’s growth opened throughout the English-speaking world.

Race Which Endured
The American Revolution was a civil war fought on each 

aide by men of the same race. And this civil war was fought in 
the Colonial Assemblies, and in Parliament as well as on the 
battlefields in America, and it was won in the Colonial Assem
blies and in Parliament as well as on the battlefields in America, 
for from that day on you have regarded Colonics as free and 
equal communities with the Mother Country. This civil war 
naturally left a trail of distrust, the greater because of the long 
distance between us by sail. But, when the first steamship came 
over the ocean, and still more when the cable bound us together, 
a new union began to come about. But in the meantime the 
American community had developed in its own way, and we had 
become so fixed and different in our conventions and ways of life 
that we could not easily come back to your conventions and ways 
of life if we would. In fact, there is no other test that the British 
people have had—no test that any people has ever had—which 
proved its great qualities so well as the British settlement and 
management of America. Here were men in a new land, cut off 
from dose contact with their kinsmen at home, who took their 
political affairs in their own management, and thereafter were 
without guidance or support from their more numerous kinsmen 
left behind.

How did the race stand such a test? No other migrating race 
has stood such a test so wrell; and those first English Colonists 
have now grown, by natural increase and by numerous adoptions, 
into a people which to-day include more English-speaking white
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