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SMU Drama: a strong urge for flight

by Geoffrey Ineson

Dateline: The rehearsal before
opening night. Director Gregory
Heyn is in the middle of his ump-
teenth‘‘Likeit,don’t likeit” list. The
cast sits, speaking sparsely amongst
themselves as he address each mem-
ber in tum.

Tive Theatre

7 Stories
Written by Morris Panych
Directed by Gregory Hyne

The set is an apartment building’s
exterior: a window ledge. Window
blinds hung from wire suspension
provide an imaginative stage.

The final dress rehearsal begins.
A well-dressed man is on the ledge,
apparently to jump—suddenly —he is
interrupted. A lawyer, no less, and
his mistress involved in a bit of a tiff,
crash onto the scene. Man, as he is

They talk, then the couple withdraw
from the window. A gunshor follows
shortly thereafter which draws more
attention from the building’s inhab-
itants.

Man (Peter Armstrong) moves
about the ledge in a convincing,
Hamletesque, state of morbid con-
templation. Until, that is, he isinter-
rupted by everybody’s favourite stock
character, the neurotic psychiatrist,
playedenergetically by Bruce Hartlin.

And the story rolls on. Our hero
Man continues to contemplate the
final step, though continually is ad-
dressed by the apartment’s inhabit-
ants. Next on to the scene is a
postmodern Texan oil man (Calvin
Pollard), whom becomes aware of
himself as an actor. As it turns out,
the now pseudo Texan is marrying
into a bizarre double-life, and the
first question of identity is raised.

Sometimes comic, sometimes se-
rious: “the interesting philosophical

expedient prescription to our hero's
condition. And the lady behind
window number nine has an inter-
esting theological allegory (It is at St.
Mary's you know).

David Erickson simply blew me
away as the opinionated party goer.
Yes, [ was sitting at a sneak preview
being persuaded from my critical pen

by quality acting. But, but, but (to -

savecritical face), 'm sure it'sastruc-
tural device, employed by the au-
thor, called comic relief. And Joan

ment with Lillian (Eileen Beck), we
hear what brought our hero Man to
the edge. As it seems, Man lost his
identity to a routine existence, and
quickly feels himself alienated from
his very own life. But fear not fellow
theatre buffs: he regains his identity
as a pigeon.

(Anita David) plays a convincing [

victim of fashion.
The neighbours keep pouring out

of the windows, and the hero is bar- |-¥3%4

raged with their problems. “Why

don't you just go on with your lives”,

emphatically pleads our hero Man. §

“Why don't you just go on with your
lines”, emphatically pleadsthe direc-
tor.

My first impression of the director

listed as, has his sympathies drawn

questions” are rich within the script.
toward the rather absurd couple. The neurotic psychiatrist offers an
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was simply that he knows how to
conduct a performance. When I first
walked in about three minutes prior
to the rehearsal, he was running
through the final scene. This keeps
the end fresh in the minds of the
actors, and in essence, gives them a
‘light at the end of the tunnel’ tolook
for. A something to focus on.
After a while, in a quieter mo-
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is the story behind 7 Stories. And itis
interesting to see how our hero Man
is ‘falling’ all the time that he re-
mains on the ledge. Man’s disillu-
sionment with life, as it is, or as it
should be, can take him into aliving
hell. And certainly with the neigh-
bours he has: hell could easily be on
the sixth story. Oris Man evenona
ledge? That his name is simply Man,
[ think raises the possibility that his
being on the ledge is intensely alle-
gorical, and that there is more here

than originally met the eye. Two
thumbs up, only that I have two to
lend, to the Vancouver playwright
Morris Panych. This play, inciden-
tally, was first preformed in 1989
Arts Club Theatre in British Colum-
bia.

The literariness of this play isspec-

tacular. There are, perhaps, twospots

in the play that seemed o lag toward
the end. Though, that there was any
lagging at all, is a tribute to the mas-
terful execution of anenergetic piece.

A Must See!

The show will run from Novem-
ber 18th to the 21st in the Saint
Mary’s University Theatre Audito-
rium. Doors open at 7:30pm, per-
formance begins at 8:00pm. Tickets
are $4 for students, and $5 for every-

body else.
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