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*MICRO COMPUTER
SYSTEMS

is currently offering competitive discounts on
IBM computers, software and accessories to

students and memrbers of the university faculty.
Cali 424-2317 today to find out about this offer.

~ Information Line: 432-4764
ÇÇÎF>S.U. BASS Box Office: 432-5145

III11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

~~frOPENWeekdays

les ballets jazz uCMNGSUde PRESENTATIONSdmontréal THE BLASTERS
Arfîsfîc Drector: SUB Theatre, 8:00 p.m. Fnday, October il

Genevieve Salbaing VALDY
SUB Theatre,8:00 p.m. Saturday, October 26.
Speaking of the Heresy 01 Apartheid,
from New York
DAVID MESSENBRING
NOON, SUB Theatre, Monday, Octoher 26, Free

JANE SIBERRY
SUB Theatre,7:00 p.m. November 6

L JUDITH MARCUSE
REPERTORY DANCE CO.

Thursday, October 17 SUB Theatre,8:00 p.m. November 7 & 8
8:00 p.m. Jubilee Auditorium TWELFTH NIGHT

Tickets at ail BASS Outiets ýy Vancouver's Arts Club
Charge by phone 451 -8000 SUB Theatre,8:00 p.m. November 21

$1 .00 Off For U 0f A Students ANNA WYMAN
(limit of 2 tickets per student) DANCE THEATRE

SUB Theatre,800 p.m.November 23-

co spornsoed by ,IX I

Saturdc-
Septem b

8:00 p.
PHI GAMMA

aÂAÂm 

ay,
er 28
M.
DELTA

FRATERNITY
and S.U. Cabarets presents

and guests AIRWAVE
DINWOODIE LOUNGE 0 2nd Floor SUB

$8.50 Advance
$1 0.00 Door
See Harlequin in the cosy, intimate Dinwoodie Lounge.

DINWOODIE LOUNGE, 2nd floor SUB
Phone 432-2048

'Tickets are avalable from SUB Box Office (432-5145) and variaus club members.
Note: These cabarets are open f0 U of A students, staff and guests.

NEW: DESIGNATED DRIVERS' PROGRAM. Absolutely no minors admitfed.
Age ID required.

Wharton novel translates into spectacular film

BÎrdy: story soars
Birdy
Tri-Star Films
Princess Theatre

review by Virginia Gillese
Sometirnes the ciosest friendships grow

betvveen the mosf unlikely people. Baseci on
the novel bv WAilliam Wharton, Birdy is the
stors' of two boys- an introvert and a tougli
gUy- who be orne the best of friends.

The stors' takes shape flirougli a series of
fiashbacks. It ail begins as a business deai
when AI (piayed by Nicolas Cage> joins Birdy
(Matthew Modine) in an attempt to catch
and seil pigeons for profit. It becomes.
though. a reiationship which profoundiy
influences thern both. A misunderstanding
over Birdy's fixation with fiying, at the end of
their high school years, divides them and
soon after both are active in the Vietnam
war. Birly andl AI are both wounded in Viet-
nam, though Bircl's scars are psychologicai.
He is institutionaliied. refuses to taik or eat,
and his Trtovements and positions indicate
that he believes he is a bird. AIi s brought to
the asylum in an attempt to bring Birdy back
to reality.

Birdy is obsessed with birds and fiying and
lie dreams of the day he wiii somedas'
achieve fight. After faiing from a roof whiie
trving toc( atc h pigeons he ignores his injuries
and tells a terrified AI. "1 fiew AI, 1 fiew!''

Birch 's au -enc ompassing interest in flyîng
is a statment of hope. It symboiizes the belief
that the human spirit can rise above t he
imperfections of the world. He tells a scepti-
cal AI, "The reason you don't fly is because
you don't believe you could fly." Birdy.
though, beiieves.

Growing up in the harsh reality of Phila-
deiphia's inner city effected both boys, but in
different ways: AI rebeis against authorits'
while Birds wants oniy fo escape reality. At
one point Birdy says. "As scary as a bird's lite
mas' be at ieast thes' have that. they can
aiways fiy away." Later, fighting in Vetnam
intensifies these feelings in both of them.

The characfers work well together, balanc-
ing one another's emotionai reactions and
personalities; their reiationship is used sym-

bolicaliy in many ways. For exampie, when
Birds' finaily "flies" the obvious chasm lie
creates between himself and reaiity isdlepict-
ed in the rift that deveiops between AI and
him.

Director Alan Parker (Midnight Express,
Fame) uses birds and their fliglit as a symbol
of freedom and hope, The birds' movernents
are siowed sightiy so that any jerkiness dis-
appears and flving becomes both efforties
and iberating. Birdy is inked visualIs
through lis stili, bird-like poses and resolute
silence in the ass'ium, Bîrdy is inked visuallv
wîth the hîrds; lie too seeks freedom, thougli
foi hirm t is freedonm from the worid's
i nj ustic e.

The indominabilits' of the human spirit in
its pursuit for dignity and freedom is a theme
that runs successfuiiy through the entîre film.
t is summed up in a final scene when AI.
feeling defeated by the world, cradies Birds'
and says, "They got the best of us, B3irdy" and
Birdy finaliv breaks out of his silence to give
AI the support lie desparately needs.

Bircly s a film of drama ancd humour.It
leaves one beiieving that human trageccan
be overçone and the freedomn of "'fIight" is
not an impossibility.

Top: NimoIas Cage as the rebellijous vuufh AI Columbato
Inset: Mafthew Modine as Brdy
Ifottom: AI sendsa î arrier pigeon on a test flight
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